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LCSO uncovers alleged 
murder-for-hire plot 

 
Philip Don Quillen 
Mug Shot By LCSO 
  

By Jeff M. Hardison 
© July 21, 2021 at 3:11 p.m. 
     BRONSON – a 77-year-old Chiefland man 
is now charged with conspiracy to commit 
murder, according to information in a 
Wednesday afternoon (July 21) press release 
from Levy County Sheriff’s Office Lt. Scott 
Tummond, public information officer. 
     LCSO detectives filed the charge on July 20 against Philip Don Quillen, 77, of 
Chiefland, Tummond said. 
     On July 14, detectives learned of a plot Quillen concocted to hire a person to murder 
several people whom he believed had wronged him, Tummond said. 
     This most recent crime – conspiracy to commit murder – follows charges of charges 
of arson of a dwelling while occupied, burglary and felony criminal mischief from a 
2020 case that the LCSO solved last month, Tummond said. 
     The victim of that crime was one of his targets that Quillen was willing to pay to have 
killed, Tummond said detectives found. 
     Quillen offered $5,000 for each of the four people he wanted killed, and the 
suspected arsonist and suspected burglar promised to pay an additional $5,000 bonus if 
all the murders were successful, Tummond said. 
     Although Quillen has not been to his first court appearance in this new case of 
conspiracy to commit murder, Tummond said, the previous charges had a bond total of 
$1.375 million. 
     The two previous two cold cases closed by LCSO detectives are from December of 
2020, Tummond said, when detectives responded to a report of arson in the 
unincorporated area of Levy County south of Chiefland. 
     The then-unidentified suspect used an accelerant in an attempt to set an occupied 
home on fire and burned a car in the yard, Tummond said. 
     In February of 2021, the then-unknown suspect broke into the same home where the 
arson occurred and caused in excess of $5,000 of damage to property inside the home, 
Tummond said. 
     Detectives linked Quillen to these crimes using biological evidence collected from 
these scenes, Tummond said. 
     Quillen’s DNA had been submitted to the CODIS database for crimes he committed 
years earlier in Indiana. Deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) is a molecule that contains the 
biological instructions that make each species unique. 
     CODIS is the acronym for the Combined DNA Index System and is the generic term 
used to describe the FBI’s program of support for criminal justice DNA databases as well 
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as the software used to run these databases, according to information provided by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). 
     Quillen was linked to the arson and burglary cases with forensic evidence recovered 
from the crime scene, Tummond said. 
     While his bond is currently almost $1.4 million, the newest charge of conspiracy to 
commit murder may result in a bond increase after he goes to first appearance. 

 


