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Candidate mingles in the park 

 
Xavier Macon, 47, of Chiefland puts hamburgers on a big grill at Eddie Buie Park on 
Saturday (July 17). People who came to speak with Chiefland City Commission 
candidate LaWanda Jones were treated to free hamburgers, hotdogs, chips and drinks 
for lunch. There was music before the event started. It appeared as if a good time was 
had by all. 
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     CHIEFLAND – Saturday 
(July 17) in the park was a time 
for socializing, conversing, 
music and a free lunch of 
hamburgers, hotdogs, chips and 
drinks. 
 
 
(from left) Levy County 
Democratic Party Chair 
Gussie Boatright, State Rep. 
Yvonne Hinson (D-
Gainesville, Dist. 20) and 
candidate for Chiefland City 
Commission Lawanda 
Jones pause for a photo 
opportunity at the get-
together. 
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Levy County Democratic 
State Committeewoman 
Stacey Peters (wearing her 
Democracy Defenders tee-
shirt) stands behind her 
husband and volunteer 
Brandon Peters, an 
attorney, at the event. 
Brandon was able to 
register at least one voter 
during the get-together, 
although that Chiefland 
resident will not be able to 
vote in the upcoming 
municipal election due to 
her not registering before 
the 30-day deadline before 
that Aug. 3 election. 
 

 
This sign at Eddie 
Buie Park shows 
on Sept. 9, 2006, 
Teresa Barron 
was mayor, Betty 
Walker was vice 
mayor, and 
among the city 
commissioners 
were Alice 
Monyei, Teal 
Pomeroy and 
Rollin Hudson. 
(Some of the 
letters may need 
to be replaced to 
make it more 
legible for people 
who are not 
familiar with that 
particular set of 
five municipal leaders back then. Only one journalist who covered those meetings back 
then remains in the area today. By the way, there is still no hospital in Chiefland and 
the one in Williston shut down.) 
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     LaWanda Jones, one of the two candidates for Chiefland City Commission (Seat 3), met with plenty 
of people Saturday afternoon in Eddie Buie Park. There were photo ops as well. 
     Incumbent City Commissioner Rollin Hudson is the other candidate in this race. 
     Jones said she wanted to have the get-together at the park to let people meet with her one-on-one 
to learn more about her. 
     “If we have a gathering,” Jones said, “then everybody will have a chance to get to know me.” 
     Born in Chiefland, Jones said she grew up here and spent most of her life in the apartment complex 
across the street from Eddie Buie Park. 
     The 42-year-old woman is married to Tarris Jones, and they have three children. Andrea and Taryn 
Jones are their two daughters. They are both attending college at Santa Fe College. This is Taryn’s 
first year and Andrea just transferred from the College of Central Florida to Santa Fe College, their 
mother said. 
     The two daughters are moving into Gainesville in mid-August, Jones said. 
     The couple’s son Tarris Jones Jr. attends Chiefland Middle High School in the seventh grade 
starting in the fall. 
     The couple also cares for their nephew Jaiden Coleman, 17, who has been part of their nuclear 
family for four years now. He will be in 11th grade this year at CMHS. 
     “I love my family,” she said, “and I love my hometown, which is Chiefland. I love the youth in this 
community, and I spend a lot of my time volunteering with the youth.” 
     Jones said she loves the senior citizens in Chiefland, and really, she loves everyone. 
     “If you ask people,” Jones said, “They will tell you that. I am a very loving person. I try to get along 
with everyone. That’s why I try to make it clear, this is nothing personal against my opponent. I wish 
him the best. I really do.” 
     When asked a more pointed question, Jones answered directly. Her answer may reflect why love is 
a big part of her essence of being. 
     “They say to leave your religion out of it,” Jones said, “but I love Christ. He’s first in my life. He is 
my everything. So, I can’t take Him out of it. If it wasn’t for Him, I wouldn’t be here.” 
     Another tough question after religion was politics. 
     Jones said she knows the city race is non-partisan. The Levy County Democratic Party, she said, 
has been very helpful to her nonetheless. 
     Levy County Democratic State Committeewoman Stacey Peters has been very helpful, as have 
many volunteers from throughout the community, Jones said. State Committeewoman Peters and her 
husband Brandon Peters, attorney at law, were among the more than a dozen active members of the 
local Democratic Party at the get-together in Eddie Buie Park on Saturday. 
     Among the tangible results of local Democrats helping Jones was a visit to the get-together by State 
Rep. Yvonne Hinson (D-Gainesville, Dist. 20). Rep. Hinson assumed office on Nov. 3, 2020. Her 
current term ends on Nov. 8, 2022. 
     Rep. Hinson, who is 73 years old, was assigned to the following committees -- State Affairs 
Committee and Joint Legislative Auditing Committee. District 20 includes part of Alachua County 
and part of Marion County. 
     Hinson is an educator and an alumnus of the University of Florida. 
     Like many of the people at the get-together, this was Hinson’s first chance to meet Jones in person. 
     Asked for a comment about this candidate for Chiefland City Commission, Rep. Hinson said Jones 
is “brave and courageous.” 
     For this candidate to enter a political race with this kind of faith, Hinson said, shows Jones is 
indeed fearless. 
     “It is going to take people like LaWanda to make the changes that are needed,” Hinson said. 
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     Hinson, the winning candidate in the race for Florida House of Representatives District 20, said 
any candidate in a political race puts a lot on the line. And even their family and friends sacrifice as 
the candidate seeks to become an elected public servant. 
     As for Jones, she is all about unity rather than division. 
     Jones stressed that every single person was welcomed to the event Saturday, not just the voters in 
Chiefland, but any residents or visitors to the area were invited to enjoy the afternoon there as well. 
     Jones said that if she is elected, she will be representing all people – not just the ones of any 
particular party, or even just the constituents who voted for her. Instead, she will be in office to serve 
every single resident of Chiefland, as well as every single visitor to Chiefland as she strives to keep the 
city as the "Gem of The Suwanee Valley." 
     When asked how she feels about the race so far, Jones said “It looks good.” 
     What really matters, she said, is not putting signs in yards or wearing tee-shirts, which she does 
appreciate. The single most important action she hopes all registered voters in Chiefland will do is to 
vote on Aug. 3, between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m., at Chiefland City Hall, 214 E. Park Ave. 
     PUBLISHER’S NOTE: LaWanda Jones and Rollin Hudson were given the same set of questions 
for people to see how they answer them, and they will both be published at the same time, in the 
relatively near future before the Aug. 3 election. Those stories will be on HardisonInk.com – Florida 
Press Club’s 2020 Second Place Winner Statewide for Online Independent News Site. 

 


