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Gilchrist County unites 
to reduce problems from drug abuse 

 
Members of the Gilchrist 
Prevention Coalition’s 
Student Ambassador 
Program include these 
students (front row, from 
left) Kenadee Langford, 
Lila Walker, Abigail Dunn, 
(back row, from left) Bri 
Becker, Zekeil Lewis and 
Makylei Miller. 
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16, 2021 at 12:11 p.m. 
 
     TRENTON -- The Gilchrist 
Prevention Coalition (GPC) 
showed progress Thursday 
morning (July 15) during a one-

hour session held in Trenton Middle High School Auditorium. 

(from left) 
Gilchrist 
Prevention 
Coalition 
Treasurer Debbie 
Destin, GPC Chair 
Sheryl Brown and 
GPC Executive 
Director Robert 
Wells are among 
the leaders in this 
organization. 
Destin also is the 
manager at the 
Otter Springs 
Park and 
Campground as 

well as being among the leaders in the Camp Valor Project of ForVets, and she owns 
and operates a dance studio in Bell. Brown is a captain in the Gilchrist County Sheriff’s 
Office. Wells, a veteran, a former insurance professional and a leader in the Tri-County 
Area in the drug-prevention field, is well respected for his success in this effort. 

https://forvets.us/camp-valor/
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     Among the highlights were an announcement of the recently established set of student 
ambassadors in Bell and Trenton; a vacancy for secretary of the GPC; and progress on securing a 
grant to fund the GPC. 
     GPC Executive Director Robert Wells and GPC Chair Sheryl Brown led the meeting. GPC Treasurer 
Debbie Destin was the third of four directors present, but Secretary Beverly Goodman was absent and 
the secretary’s vacancy was announced. 
     Goodman, who has been with the coalition since it first formed, has accepted a new position in her 
profession, Executive Director Wells said, and therefore she is leaving as the manager of the Tri-
County Community Resource Center as well as having to depart from her volunteering as a member of 
the GPC officers, although she is still part of the coalition. 
     Wells called for a volunteer from the small crowd at the meeting Thursday, and a person younger 
than 18 years old raised her hand to become the secretary, but this position is for a person 18 or older. 
The executive director said he will continue to seek a volunteer. In necessary, he said, there will be a 
“volun-told” person rather than a volunteer, intimating that he may need to help an individual 
understand that he or she is the person who is called to volunteer for this service in the community. 
     A new secretary is anticipated to be announced at the set for Aug. 12. Like this meeting, the August 
meeting of the GPC is slated to be from 10 to 11 a.m. As for the location for the next meeting, that is to 
be determined. 
     Wells, who was among the founders of the Levy County Prevention Coalition in 2002, and who has 
been active over the past many years with the Dixie County Anti-Drug Coalition, too, told listeners 
Thursday that his vision for the Gilchrist (County) Prevention Coalition is to have it be the 
organization to which others look as a template for success. 
     While the coalitions in Levy County and Dixie County are successful and have great programs, he 
sees the future of the Gilchrist Prevention Coalition as being the best in North Central Florida, 
especially with its ambassador program. 
     When other coalitions ask how the GPC had such success, he said he will tell them it is from the 
close working relationship with schools in Gilchrist County. 
     “We love our schools,” Wells said. 
     The GPC anticipates working well with educators and professionals in the local law enforcement 
community for the betterment of the residents and visitors in Gilchrist County, Wells said. 
     Among the many positive words associated with the GPC are “Caring,” “Hope” and “Health.” 
     Wells told people in the audience that he has funding to hire a part-time worker for 20 to 30-hours 
per week. He is seeking a college student who may need some extra income and have available time to 
dedicate toward the GPC’s mission. Another type of person who may fit in this job, he said, is a retired 
teacher or another retiree who will pass a background check. 
     This person will be working in the schools, Wells said, and that is why he or she must pass a 
background check. 
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Lauren Cabeza, the care 
coordinator for the 
Meridian Mobile Response 
Team (MRT). The MRT 
program is designed to 
respond to those 
experiencing crisis at your 
locations within Baker, 
Bradford, Columbia, Dixie, 
Gilchrist, Hamilton, 
Lafayette, Levy, Suwannee, 
and Union counties, who are 
in need of 24/7 crisis 
intervention services. The 
program’s goals are to 
lessen the trauma of crisis 
situations, particularly, diverting individuals away from emergency rooms and-or jails, 
and stabilizing them in the most conducive setting possible. Cabeza also is serving as 
the vendor coordinator for the Aug. 7 Vet Fest at Otter Springs Park and Campground. 
 

 
In addition to Capt. Brown, Wells, Destin and Cabeza, other professional adults at the 
event included (from left) Trenton High School Principal Cheri Langford, Christine 
Dunn, representing the College of Central Florida, Melody LaFlam of Meridian, 
Gilchrist County Schools Director of Mental Health Services Terri Crawford, and Lorrie 
van Voorthuijsen, a prevention coordinator with the Hanley Foundation. (THS 
Assistant Devin Colley was present up to 11 a.m., but then she appears to have been 
called away and was not available for the photo. Also not pictured from among the 
adult professionals present is a member of the Florida Alcoholic Beverage and Tobacco 
Law Enforcement community, because he or she goes undercover on occasion.) 
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YOUNG AMBASSADORS 
     The six members of the GPC Ambassadors Club present Thursday are Kenadee Langford, Lila 
Walker, Abigail Dunn, Bri Becker, Zekeil Lewis and Makylei Miller. 
     These ambassadors will be the peer leaders at Bell and Trenton middle and high schools, Wells 
said. These young leaders will recruit other students to be part of the youth prevention coalition. 
     Wells said that by engaging in conversations with young people, the adult members of the GPC can 
better understand what activities young people enjoy today, versus when he was that age and played 
kick-the-can or sandlot football, etc. 
     Three caveats he puts on possible activities for the youth are: it is legal; it is safe; and the coalition 
can afford to fund it. 
 
NATURAL HIGH CLUBS 
     This fall, middle and high students at schools in Trenton and Bell are anticipated to be 
participating in the Natural High Club, Wells said. 
     In the Natural High Club, the mission is to inspire and empower youngsters to find their natural 
high and develop the skills and courage to live life well. 
     While that program is for middle and high school students, Wells mentioned the Too Good For 
Drugs and the Too Good For Violence programs that are foreseen as being activated in Gilchrist 
County’s elementary schools in Bell and Trenton this fall. 
     Gilchrist County Superintendent of Schools Dr. Jim Surrency has agreed to incorporate the 
Gilchrist Prevention Coalition’s resources to help students learn about reasons to not use illegal drugs, 
according to what was shared Thursday at the GPC meeting. 
 
FRIDAY NIGHTS DONE RIGHT 
     The first GPC Friday Nights Done Right event was at the Trenton Train Depot just before 2020 
Spring Break. 
     The next one was a Drive-in Movie Night, Wells said, where Bell High School students took the 
lead. They chose the move Grease, which was watched at Otter Creek Park and Campground. 
     People could tune their vehicle radios in to hear the audio while watching the movie on the big 
screen. There was free popcorn and everyone enjoyed the event. 
     The next Drive-In Movie Night is set for Friday, Aug. 13, at Otter Creek Park and Campground. 
People can arrive at 7 p.m. and mingle. The movie, which will be selected soon by Trenton students, 
will start being show when it gets dark enough to see the movie, Wells said. 

VET FEST 
     Vet Fest is scheduled to happen on Friday, Aug. 6, and Saturday, Aug 7. 
     The big part of the event will be that Saturday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Otter Springs Park and 
Campground. Destin said this event will happen rain or shine. 
     “It is a free day at the park for the families,” she said. “Come out. You can enjoy the vendors that we 
have there. You can learn more about the Camp Valor Project.” 
     She invited people to bring their own picnic items, or get food from the vendors and enjoy activities 
there. 

 


