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     MARION COUNTY -- On Tuesday (July 13), Marion 
County Sheriff’s Office (MCSO) Deputy Andrew Rivera-
Gomez arrested James William Basener, 13, of Ocala for 
aggravated animal cruelty, which is a felony offense. 
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     Basener was additionally charged with petit theft for 
stealing the cat from his neighbor, according to records. 
     On Tuesday, around 7 p.m., Deputy Gomez was 
dispatched to assist Marion County Animal Control in 
reference to the death of a domesticated cat. Upon arrival, 
two Marion County Animal Control officers told the 
deputy they were investigating allegations that Basener 

had severely injured and ultimately killed a neighbor’s cat. 
     The cat had a collar and when the neighbor asked about whether the boy knew about the 
whereabouts of the cat, he gave her the collar and said he threw it in the trash, according to records. 
     Deputy Gomez began a criminal investigation and made contact with Basener and his parents, who 
agreed to speak about the allegations. 
     Initially, Basener denied any incident involving a cat. However, he recanted his statement and 
stated approximately one week prior, he saw a cat in the neighborhood and brought it back to his 
home. 
     Basener placed the cat in a trashcan and kept it trapped there for several days. A few days later, he 
used a pole to strike the cat inside the can and left it trapped. On July 13, Basener attempted to stab 
the animal and it bit him. At this point, he stuffed the cat in a garbage bag and started slamming it 
against the pavement. 
     The cat escaped from the bag, but Basener recaptured it by the tail, slammed it on the pavement 
and blood began to flow from its mouth. After the cat was dead, Basener then threw the animal into 
the yard of a nearby home, where he believed dogs would further mangle the body. 
     During the interview, Basener said he had injured another cat previously but did not kill it. 
     After the interview, Deputy Gomez examined the dead cat and determined its injuries were 
consistent with Basener’s account of events. Basener was placed under arrest and transported to the 
Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ). 
     He was processed by the DJJ and released to his parents. 

  

 


