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Tiny community previews 
this weekend in Williston 
Everyone's invited 

 
Matt Crandell stands with an artists’ rendering of what exists now for the open air 
market set for Saturday and Sunday in Williston. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © June 9, 2021 at 3:11 p.m. 
     WILLISTON – Matt Crandell, the key developer of what he intends to be an attraction to draw 
visitors to Williston, spoke for more than 30 minutes Tuesday night (June 9) about the future of the 
development with a tiny-multiuse theme. 

 

This weekend, Saturday (June 12) from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Sunday (June 13) from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. everyone is welcome to see the sample preview of the open-air retail 
aspect of this venture at 1050 N.E. Sixth Blvd. (State Road 121) in Williston. 

 



HardisonInk.com 
 

 
Williston City Attorney Frederick L. Koberlein Jr. is seen at the dais behind two of the 
four artists’ renderings brought by developer Matt Crandell. Sixty days after May 11, 
Koberlein’s resignation takes effect. The Williston City Council is seeking a new 
attorney. Koberlein is letting the city go from his law firm’s client list to provide more 
time for his future bride and children, he said. The Norm D. Fugate Law Firm has 
shown an interest, according to information released at the meeting June 8. 
 
     The Homestead Tiny House Resort is a bed and breakfast offering in Williston now, where guests 
stay in one of the tiny houses designed and built by Homestead Tiny House. 
     Crandell has purchased the former Winn-Dixie property at 1050 N.E. Sixth Blvd. (State Road 121) 
in Williston. He intends to keep the six buildings that exist now on the site, with refurbishing. The 
current name for the venture listed on artists’ renderings is Homestead Park. 
     This project, he said, started with a five-year plan for completion but he has narrowed that now to a 
four-year plan. As the property develops in phases, it will be serving the residents and visitors to 
Williston with something that is unique, welcoming and upscale. 
     The six buildings are part of the former shopping center where Winn-Dixie, Sunshine Drugs and 
other ventures existed long ago. 
     Crandell said his goal is “to make Williston a destination” for visitors from Alachua County, Marion 
County and from all over Florida, the United States and the world. This attraction that he is 
developing is based on a few things. It will include a tiny theme. It will be of a high quality and visitors 
will find ease of use in an open-air environment as they venture from retail, through eateries and 
enjoy concerts in a first class venue. 
     This weekend, Saturday (June 12) from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Sunday (June 13) from 8 a.m. to 5 
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p.m. everyone is welcome to see the sample preview of the open-air retail aspect of this venture at 
1050 N.E. Sixth Blvd. (State Road 121) in Williston. 
     “I wanted everybody to understand this is not a 7 a.m. to noon type of thing,” Crandell said. “This is 
to establish – really, honestly, we live here – the best time of day to be outside is like 6 p.m. to 10 
p.m.” 
     Crandell wants people to understand this will become a place where they can shop, have supper 
and enjoy their visiting the area into the night. 
     Crandell has invited certain vendors to show visitors an initial sample of what the future of retail 
holds there. When other vendors visit this weekend, Crandell said, they will let him know they want to 
be part of it. 
     Vendors who sign up to participate will be vetted before they are allowed to participate, he 
intimated. 
     Each of the outdoor stalls at the site Saturday and Sunday will have “representative products” of 
what is intended for the future, he said. Locally harvested honeys, handmade candles, soaps, produce, 
woodworking, art and “a little bit of everything” are slated to be available for buyers this weekend at 
what will be the future home of this development. 
     This initial showing is 1,500 square feet, Crandell said. It will become a 9,000 square-feet area as 
those open air stalls expand to offer high quality merchandise. 
     In the next four years, a significant entertainment center and dining venues – including a very 
high-end steakhouse – are planned for this community with a tiny theme, he said. He sees a 9,000 
square-foot concert hall coming to be in one of the current buildings on the site. 
     “When people talk about tiny house in the Southeast (United States), they talk about Williston,” 
Crandell said as he explained his vision for the future. 
     He wants people to say Williston is the city that includes a community of tiny houses as a bed and 
breakfast resort. As the development that exists continues to grow and come to fruition, it will be a 
multiuse venue, he added, with apartments, condominiums, retail outlets, high end dining and a 
significant entertainment facility, as well as the bed and breakfast, and coffee shop of today – Sad 
Donkey Coffee. 
     The Sad Donkey Coffee of the future, that will be part of this development on State Road 121 will 
include 2,200 square-feet with high speed Internet service, as well as the “fresh brew” of coffee for its 
customers, he said. 
     This will be a nice place for people to work, and for people to grab a sandwich at lunch as well, 
Crandell said. 
     His idea is to draw people to Williston. 
     Crandell said he comes from the Atlanta area, where there are communities like this. He has been 
living in Dunnellon while working on this project in Williston as he plans to “transition down here.” 
     As for the future after this weekend introduction and preview, Crandell said he will be deciding out 
the temporary offerings until the more significant permanent venues are established. The next event 
might be two weeks out after this one, maybe one week afterward – the story continues to unfold. 

 


