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Shopping center name suggested 
Working as one community promoted 

July 3 Parade entrants sought for Williston 

 
Williston City Councilwoman Darfeness Hinds and Mayor Jerry Robinson prepare for 
the meeting Tuesday night. 
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     WILLISTON – Among the big 
ticket items on the agenda Tuesday 
night (June 8) for Williston City 
Council were suggesting a name for the 
new shopping center being built at the 
former site of Williston High School; 
progress at Cornelius Williams 
Community Park; and a call for 
entrants in the July 3 Independence 
Day Parade in Williston. 
 
Williston City Council President 
Debra Jones (left) and Williston 
City Council Vice President 
Marguerite Robinson prepare for 
the meeting Tuesday night. 
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Williston City Councilman Michael Cox prepares for the meeting Tuesday night. 
Williston City Councilman Elihu Ross was absent due to a health issue. 
 
     A couple of representatives from the Williston Chamber of Commerce were listed on the agenda, 
but no one showed up, and none of the city staff could provide insight about what might have been 
discussed. 
     On another business-oriented matter, after many people provided input and there was discussion 
about a broad expanse of possible names, an option for developer Joseph Schuemann of BluRock 
Commercial Real Estate LLC was agreed to be presented to him. 
     It really was a combination of two of the top four name ideas for the future shopping center that 
were merged. The City of Williston suggested naming the new development Red Devil Square at Old 
School Plaza. Red Devil comes from the Williston High School Red Devils, which is the name for the 
school’s sports teams. 
     Currently, Popeyes Chicken is the lone business completely established and running at the site. 
O’Reilly Auto Parts and Tractor Supply Co. are two other retail ventures scheduled for construction on 
the property located on West Noble Avenue (U.S. Alt. 27) to the east of Southwest Sixth Street. There 
is plenty of room in the area for other retailers. 
     Andrew Carswell, an engineer with Mills Engineering Co. of Morriston, was at the meeting serving 
as an agent for BluRock Commercial Real Estate. 

PARADE ENTRANTS SOUGHT 
     Williston City Clerk Latricia Wright is heading the organization of the July 3 Independence Day 
Parade in Williston. 
     The parade is scheduled to start at 5 p.m. Participants will need to be ready to line up a couple of 
hours before the launch of the parade. It is slated to go eastbound on Noble Avenue from an area near 
the construction site for the shopping center near Popeyes Chicken. 
     City Clerk Wright is seeking any people who are interested in being in the parade. To sign up to 
participate, visit https://www.willistonfl.org/ to fill in the form. 
     Fireworks are going to be in Horseman’s Park, 803 S.W. 19th Ave., again this year. Fireworks are 
scheduled for ignition at dark, Wright said, and the park opens for the start of fun there at 7 p.m. on 

https://www.willistonfl.org/
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July 3. Dark is probably going to be in the 9 p.m. range that evening. 
     Williston traditionally holds its event July 3 to avoid conflict with other municipalities that have 
Fourth of July events on July 4. This year, Bronson is NOT having its fireworks, which are normally 
very impressive, and are normally on the Fourth of July. 
     (No other municipality sent any notice yet to HardisonInk.com about having Fourth of July 
events.) 

CORNELIUS WILLIAMS COMMUNITY PARK 
     Jacqueline “Jackie” Appling spoke to the Williston City Council and to the people in the audience 
Tuesday night about progress at Cornelius Williams Community Park, which is located off of U.S. Alt. 
27 east of 
Williston. The 
park has picnic 
tables, swings, 
basketball 
courts, 
football, 
baseball and 
soccer fields, 
restrooms and 
more. 
 
 
Erica Evans 
holds up a 
tee-shirt that 
is part of a 
program 
involving 
people 
walking 
together. It 
notes ‘We 
Are Stronger 
Working 
Together.’ 
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Justin Head accepts a framed certificate of appreciation from Jackie Appling. The 
former City Council member was thanked for his efforts to help the park. 
 
 
Jah’ Rion Jackson (left), 
WPD Sgt. Mike Rolls 
and Jackie Appling are 
seen during the 
presentation on 
Tuesday night. Jah’ 
Rion Jackson was 
extremely active in the 
Muffins for Moms 
event. Appling 
mentioned how pleased 
she was to see so many 
young people up in the 
early morning on a 
Saturday to honor 
moms with muffins. 
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Erica Evans (left) and her Mom, Jackie Appling, stand together after Appling honored 
Evans with a framed certificate. Evans was noted as helping her mother whenever she 
is called upon. This particular FOCWCP Committee certificate is for Evans’ part in the 
Muffins for Moms event. 
 
     Appling is among the leaders in the Friends of Cornelius Williams Community Park (FOCWCP) 
Committee. Her presentation included awarding some individuals with framed certificates for their 
part in keeping the effort alive to improve the park, and to keep all of Williston working together as 
one team. 
     This community leader has been doing what she can to improve the park for the past decade now. 
     As she opened her presentation, Appling mentioned that the FOCWCP Committee is partnering 
with various individuals and groups for various projects and events. 
     On June 19, from 3 to 6 p.m., there is going to be a “Juneteenth and Pre-Father’s Day Celebration” 
at the park, she said. Horseshoe games, kickball games and other activities are planned to be in the 
park then – and everyone is welcome, she said. 
     Mimi Johnson and her tee-shirt company helped create a tee-shirt to spread the idea “We Are 
Stronger Working Together,” Appling said. 
     Appling and her daughter Erica Evans have started a walking program at the park to help people 
stay healthy and to create an environment for more socialization between people. 
     A few people received recognition as Appling presented them with certificates for their part in 
making the Williston area safe and enjoyable. 
     The first person called to the front of the meeting room was Justin Head, a former City Council 
member. Appling said she greatly appreciates his help in improving the park. 
     His framed certificate of appreciation is from the Friends of the Cornelius Williams Community 
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Park (FOCWCP) Committee for his work on the park project. 
     The next person recognized was Jah’ Rion Jackson for his volunteering in the Muffins for Moms 
event. His FOCWCP certificate of recognition notes in part “One person CAN make a difference,” as it 
cites the sentence from President John F. Kennedy. 
     Another FOCWCP Certificate of Appreciation was given to Williston Police Sgt. Mike Rolls. 
     Sgt. Rolls spoke about a program to recognize young people who help the community, like young 
Mr. Jackson. He believes that when members of the younger generation work to improve the area, 
they deserve recognition. 
     At the end of her presentation, Appling had a banner held up for people to see. It noted “We are 
stronger working together for our community.” 

OTHER ACTION 
 
Williston Municipal Airport 
Manager Benton Stegall 
speaks about a proposed 
transfer of a lease agreement 
from Sherry Sumpter to 
Robert Palmer for use of a 
hangar known as Hardstand 
Five. That resolution passed 
4-0 on a motion. 
 
     In other action Tuesday night, 
on a motion by City Council Vice 
President Marguerite Robinson, 
seconded by City Councilman 
Michael Cox, a resolution was 
passed 4-0 to replat for minor 
subdivision East Williston Lots 15 
and 22. 
     City Planner Laura Jones 
brought this matter to the City 
Council having first seeing a 

recommendation from the Williston Planning and Zoning Commission. 
     The members of the City Council present Tuesday were President Debra Jones, Vice President 
Robinson, Councilman Cox and Councilwoman Darfeness Hinds. Councilman Elihu Ross was absent 
due to a health issue. 
     City Planner Jones found a 4-0 vote of approval from a Cox-Robinson motion regarding the 
collection of delinquent payments. This amendment to collection of bad debt provides the city will 
receive 100 percent of what is due and the person paying the bill late will give the collection agency 15 
percent of that past due bill. 
     And, among its other actions that night, the Williston City Council moved another step closer to 
being able to provide high speed Internet service to more people in the city limits. 
  

 


