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Bronson broached first 
for changing election day 
Vice mayor absent due to motorcycle crash 

 
Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones speaks from the podium in the 
Dogan S. Cobb Municipal Building on Monday night (June 7) as Bronson Town 
Councilman Robert Partin (left) and Town Attorney Steven Warm are among the 
listeners. 
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     BRONSON – A call for the change of all eight Levy County municipalities’ elections started 
Monday night (June 7) with Bronson, as Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones made 
that request first to the four Bronson Town Council members present that night. 

 
Town Manager Sue 
Beaudet and Town 
Councilman Tyler 
Vorhees listen to a 
person speaking 
during the meeting 
Monday night. The 
seat normally 
occupied by Bronson 
Vice Mayor Jason 
Hunt is empty as he 
recovers from 
serious injuries from 
a motorcycle crash on May 28. 
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Bronson Mayor Beatrice Roberts tells Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones that the 
next election after the 2021 election set for September will be in September of 2023, 
and that would be the soonest point where voters in Bronson could choose to change 
the town’s municipal election laws -- if that option was put on the ballot. 
 

 
Town councilmen Aaron Edmondson and Robert Partin listen to Levy County 
Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones explain why having all municipal elections for 
the eight incorporated political subdivisions within the county would benefit the voters. 
 
     Levy County Supervisor of Elections Jones let the Bronson Town Council know this was the first 
municipality she has broached with her request to consider revising its municipal election dates. 
     Bronson Vice Mayor Jason Hunt was absent Monday night (June 7) due to him suffering serious 
injuries in a motorcycle crash two Friday nights earlier – on May 28. 
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     The Bronson Town Council regularly meets twice a month. The next regular Town Council meeting 
is set for June 21, starting at 7 p.m. in the Dogan S. Cobb Municipal Building, 660 E. Hathaway Ave. 
(U.S. Alt. 27), Bronson. 
     Council members present for the regular twice-monthly meeting Monday night were Mayor 
Beatrice Roberts and councilmen Tyler Vorhees, Aaron Edmondson and Robert Partin. 
     As for Bronson changing its election date, that is in the Town Charter, which has long been known 
to need relatively strong revisions. For instance, as Town Attorney Steven Warm mentioned Monday 
night, the mayor of Bronson is the municipal judge. Also, although the charter addresses its police 
force – Bronson has no municipal law enforcement agency. 
     Regarding municipal judges in Florida, as noted on the website provided by the Florida Supreme 
Court, “The Circuit Courts – Overview - Until 1973, Florida had more different kinds of trial courts 
than any state except New York. A movement developed in the late 1960s to reform this confusing 
system. As a result, Florida now has a simple two-tiered trial court system.” 
     The Florida Supreme Court notes further that a temporary exception was the municipal court in 
Florida, which was not abolished until Jan. 1, 1977. Most of these courts in major population areas in 
Florida were abolished on Jan. 1, 1973. 
     An attempt to revise part of the Bronson Town Charter regarding elections has failed at least once 
already within the past decade when there was an attempt to include a provision for early voting in 
the town. The voters participating in that election voted against revising the Town Charter to provide 
that option. 
     Before the Bronson Town Charter can be revised, the revision must be created and then the 
qualified town voters must choose to adopt the amended charter. There appears to be no activity 
currently to revise the current outdated Town Charter. 
     The odds appear to be stacked against Bronson moving into the 21st Century with its cornerstone 
for local government, the Bronson Town Charter, being revised just to have changes for its elections. 
     As for an overhaul of the Bronson Town Charter, that is an even larger mission that appears to not 
exist yet. 
     Meanwhile, Levy County Supervisor of Elections Jones explained why she is seeking to have all 
eight municipalities in Levy County to conduct elections on the same date – which would be a date 
other than when county, state and federal elections are scheduled in November. 
     The eight towns and cities in Levy County -- Bronson, Cedar Key, Chiefland, Fanning Springs, 
Inglis, Otter Creek, Williston and Yankeetown – all have elections to choose their leaders. 
     Supervisor Jones suggested that Levy County’s municipalities move their elections to April. 
     Conducting elections sporadically throughout the year, Jones said, can be confusing for voters. 
Yankeetown’s election is in February. Williston’s and Inglis’ elections are in March. Cedar Key’s 
election is in May. Chiefland’s election is in August. Bronson’s election is in September. Fanning 
Springs has one in October and November, and Otter Creek’s is in December. 
     Jones said there may be an advantage for an election every month, but the biggest disadvantage 
she sees is voter confusion. There are counties in Florida, Jones said, that already have established 
municipal election day. Polk County has two different election days for its cities, she added. 
     Rather than put the municipal election day in November with the other elections for county, state 
and federal offices, Jones said, would be too hectic. Jones and her staff have already seen a 22-inch 
long ballot. 
     Creating eight separate forms of ballots, distributing them, collecting them and counting and 
sorting out the results would not be the best practice. Instead, Jones has formed a new municipal 
election calendar, where all the towns and cities in Levy County could conduct their elections. Besides, 
each town and city has its own municipal supervisor of elections for their own elections. 



HardisonInk.com 
     Her plan, too, helps the municipalities revise their outdated systems to provide for better qualifying 
times for candidates who want to run. 
     Jones said with this suggested revision to have all municipal elections on the same calendar 
schedule, it will let her assure that the Levy County Supervisor of Elections Office will be able to 
provide enough ballot machines when those elections occur. 
     Another benefit, as noted, is improving qualifying time. 
     For instance, the current qualifying time for candidates in the Bronson Town Council election 
shows voters who are in the military or who have other reasons to vote by mail cannot participate 
equally. 
     “Qualifying is too close to the election (in Bronson),” Jones said. “And we can’t get the ballots out 
25 days before the election to our military people, or to other people, because the qualifying time 
doesn’t allow it.” 
     Jones said that Bronson and some other towns created charters so long ago that vote-by-mail may 
not have existed. 
     To help voters feel confidence in the counting of ballots, there is a need to have time to proofread 
the ballots, print the ballots, test the vote-counting equipment and prove it is accurate in its count. 
     Jones said in county elections, the qualifying provides enough time between the period when 
candidates are qualified to run and when the election is held. She said the time between qualifying 
and elections is about two months for county elections. 
     In her suggested timeline for city and town elections in Levy County, the example shows Jan. 24, 
2022, would be when qualifying begins at noon, ending at noon on Jan. 28, 2022. In that scenario, 
the election would be from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on April 5, 2022, in Bronson for seats 1, 3 and 5. 
     Jones even provided a detailed timeline for the vote-by-mail ballots. It shows the mailout for 
military and civilians who are outside of the United States of America – based on municipal elections 
held in Levy County on April 5, 2022, would be Saturday, Feb. 19, 2022. The seven-day window for 
domestic vote-by-mail ballots with that hypothetical April 5, 2022, municipal election day, would be 
from Feb. 14 through Feb. 21.  
     In this scenario, the last day to request a ballot to be mailed would be 10 days before the election – 
March 26, 2022. The start day for voter designee to pick up the ballot would be nine days before the 
election – Sunday, March 27, 2022. The last day to mail out the ballot would be eight days before the 
election – Monday, March 28, 2022. 
     Jones hopes that municipalities in Levy County that have outdated charters in regard to those 
elections, like Bronson, will review and update the charters to bring them into compliance with state 
elections laws. 
     Further discussion Monday night revealed Bronson did have a tie in a town election. Then the 
runoff had to happen within two weeks. Supervisor Jones said she said this was possible and it did 
happen, however she feels it is not the best method. 
     With today’s elections, she said, the time of a runoff election two weeks after the initial municipal 
election should become a thing of the past to decide a tie vote. A tie vote in Chiefland, as noted by its 
charter, was decided by the drawing of straws on that very election’s vote-counting night. 

OTHER ACTION 
     In other action at the meeting, by a 4-0 vote the Town Council approved its first reading of an 
ordinance to create a Code Enforcement Board. 
     Town leaders also discussed, very briefly, options for annexation. Town Attorney Warm suggested 
that Town Manager Bronson Town Manager Susan “Sue” Beaudet bring back suggestions to the Town 
Council at a later meeting for further consideration on this matter. 
     In other discussions, development of a retail outlet at what is currently a residential structure 
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appears to be hamstrung by county zoning issues. 
     As for commercial development in Bronson, Mayor Roberts made her thoughts clear as she recited 
facts. Her comments came during the discussion about annexation. 
     Roberts said Bronson owes money for the development of sewer transmission lines that were built 
adjacent to Hathaway Avenue (U.S. Alt. 27). The United States Department of Agriculture Rural 
Development provided a grant-loan to the town for that construction. 
     The town leaders then thought it would help bring more commercial development to Bronson. 
Mayor Roberts said the municipality needs more commercial property to help with the tax burden 
that includes an annual payment of $75,000 to the USDA for its loan to build that infrastructure. 
     The mayor said the town leaders would prefer to offset that deficit with commercial property tax 
revenue rather than significant increases in water and sewer rates. The revenue currently from user 
fees for sewer service, Mayor Roberts said, “does not even put a dent” in the annual $75,000 USDA 
loan repayment bills. 
     The residents who have complained about the town leaders allowing Family Dollar to work toward 
building its store on what is currently the site for an old house, Roberts said, do not understand that 
the Town Council does not necessarily want Family Dollar there; however, the town leaders want 
business interests to come help carry the yoke of this annual loan repayment bill. 
     “We are not trying to antagonize the residents of the town,” Mayor Roberts said. “We are trying to 
make it easier for you, so that you don’t have to pay all these taxes (and higher user fees). That’s why 
we are so adamant about businesses coming here.” 
     Mayor Roberts said that perhaps this is not the best place for a Family Dollar store. Nonetheless, 
she added, if the town keeps turning away business interests, then other enterprisers will see the 
welcome mat as being absent. 

 


