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Passion fuels 

2021 Chiefland Watermelon Festival 

 

Chiefland Woman’s Club 

members who are among 

those from the club that 

helped make the 

Watermelon Festival safe, 

fun and successful are 

(from left) Carol Ruth, 

who worked with more 

than 100 vendors; Jenifer 

Butler, who organized the 

watermelon weigh-in, the 

melon auction and 

donations; and Anna King, 

a volunteer known for her 

talent at getting the 

vendors into their spaces; 

also seen here is Keaton 

King, the renowned 4-

year-old volunteer who 

helped his Mom. Anna 

King was the 2012 

Chiefland Watermelon 

Queen. Not pictured are 

Ashley Bruce, who headed 

the pageants this year, and 

Melanie Hutchison, who is 

the person that organized 

the parade and brought in 

the sponsors. 

 

Story, Photos and Video 

By Jeff M. Hardison © June 6, 2021 at 11:11 a.m. 

     CHIEFLAND – Many people responsible for the 67th Annual Chiefland Watermelon Festival’s success on 

Saturday (June 5) are driven by their passions. 

     Some individuals have a passion for helping others. Some folks love the performing art of dance – especially 

traditional. At least one vendor Saturday spoke about creating art with stained glass as another passion shared 

at the festival grounds – Trailhead Park. 

     And a number of children shared their passion for acting in plays at The Chief Theater. 

     The Chiefland Woman’s Club hosted the Watermelon Festival again this year as the core of volunteers to 

bring the parade, the watermelon contests, including the weigh-in and the auction, the entertainment and the 

100-plus vendors to Trailhead Park in downtown Chiefland. 
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     The late Barbara Lunsford (1932-2007) was the Chiefland Woman’s Club member who chaired the 

Watermelon Festival Committee for many, many years. Her cohorts continued the mission. Over the past 16 

years, the festival has migrated from the area of Park Avenue East to the historic Chiefland Train Depot, to the 

place where the city conducts gatherings nowadays, in Trailhead Park. 

     Among the Chiefland Woman’s Club core of participants who worked countless hours to bring this year’s 

festival to fruition are five ladies -- Ashley Bruce, Jennifer Butler, Melanie Hutchison, Anna King and Carol 

Ruth. 

     Beyond the hosting civic organization, a multitude of others brought the festival to life on Saturday in the 

park, including musicians, culinary artists and an extensive list of retailers, hobbyists, non-profit organizations 

and others. 

 

 

 
Providing slices of free watermelon to all people just for the asking once again was First Baptist 

Church of Chiefland. The church has provided the manpower at the knives mounted in the 

tables face-up for at least a decade now. Among the men actively distributing watermelon here 

are (from left) Rob Studstill, Marty Parks, Ernie Lyle and Randy Boyd, although other men 

from the church were at the ready to volunteer at the 21st Century knives-facing-upward-

mounted-in-the-tables technology, which has been carried forward from the previous century 

of Chiefland Watermelon Festivals. 
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Fourteen members of the J. Creek Cloggers of Haywood County, North Carolina, came to 

Chiefland to perform on Saturday. Tammy (Creary) Sheets (Chiefland High School Class of 

1989 – at right in photo) was among the group. Seen here, in no particular order, with the 

Chiefland native are Mike Holbrooks, Ellen Holbrooks, Robin Nathan, Addie Nathan, Terry 

Woody – the caller, Cricket Arrington, Zeb Ross, Ashley Ross, Kim Ross – the founder and 

director, James Conard, Nathan Cronin, Hilda Cronin and Kaitlynn Smith. Three members of 

this group are All American Dancers in the Annual America’s Clogging Hall of Fame for 2015, 

2016 and 2017. They are Zeb Ross, Tammy Sheets and Terry Woody. The J. Creek Cloggers are a 

high-energy dance team incorporating Buck Dance, Flat-Foot and Clogging. Director Ross said 

she formed the group, especially to preserve traditional dancing. 

 
In this video, (CLICK ON THE PHOTO ABOVE TO SEE THE VIDEO) the J. Creek Cloggers are 

seen performing part of their first dance performance on one of the streets next to Trailhead 

Park on Saturday. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mkUhZHaFvyQ&t=5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mkUhZHaFvyQ&t=5s
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Dena Hatch, a 

firefighter-EMT with 

the Levy County 

Department of Public 

Safety (formerly 

known as Levy 

County Fire Rescue) 

and Jackson Fowler, 

an LCDPR first 

responder, man a 

tent to speak with 

people about 

learning CPR and to 

hand out literature 

and items, such as 

small plastic 

firefighter helmets 

for children. 

 

 

 

 

Cooking and serving 

delicious gyros to the 

people Saturday in the 

park are members of 

Gyro Bros of Tampa 

(from left) Servi 

Santos, Alex Iacob, 

Mike Iacob and 

Carmen Raymond. 

Alex and Mike are the 

brothers who put the 

‘Bros’ in Gyro Bros, 

however the whole 

team works together 

so that people can 

enjoy their food. This 

was their first visit to 

this festival. 
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Matt Stutts of Mayo (the 

only municipality in 

Lafayette County) sells 

Jessica Robbins of New 

Orleans, Louisiana, a 

piece of driftwood that he 

polished. It was Stutts’ 

first visit to this annual 

festival. Robbins said she 

is originally from 

Chiefland and came to the 

festival this year from 

New Orleans. 

 

 

 

 

Kat Davis (left), Coordinator, Enrollment Services, CF Levy Campus, and Leah Gamble, 

Manager of Instructional Services at the College of Central Florida, are at the 2021 Chiefland 

Watermelon 

Festival 

representing CF. 

The College of 

Central Florida 

has a campus 

north of Chiefland 

(and south of the 

City of Fanning 

Springs) on U.S. 

Highway 19. The 

Jack Wilkinson, 

Levy campus of 

CF (15390 N.W. 

U.S. 19, 

Chiefland) is 

having an open 

house on July 13 

from 4 to 6 p.m. 

Learn more by 

clicking HERE. 

 

https://www.cf.edu/event/levy-open-house/
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Coral Colton of Chiefland buys at least one ring from Christina Rodriguez of Bronson (seen 

seated to the right). Colton said that people who know her would identify her hands if they saw 

them as being hers, because she wears so many rings at the same time. 
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Renée Sperling of 

Gainesville holds one of her 

favorite works of stained-

glass art. She works at the 

VA hospital in Gainesville 

and started her hobby of 

making art with handmade 

stained glass. Her husband 

asked her what she was 

going to do with the works 

as they were throughout 

their house. She said she 

had been giving them away. 

He advised her to sell them. 

Sperling said she has the 

works priced to go. As of 10 

a.m. or so on Saturday, she 

had sold 10 pieces. It was 

her first time at the Chiefland Watermelon Festival as a vendor. She said this hobby is an outlet 

for her to have fun, and that is why she is not oriented much toward making a profit. Sperling 

said she wants to keep the practice of making handmade stained-glass art alive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

James Lee of Lee’s 

Concessions and More of 

Gainesville lifts some 

deep-fried food from the 

cooker. In the morning, 

the preferred menu item 

by consumers was fish and 

grits, he said. Then, for 

lunch, people were leaning 

more toward Tilapia or 

Catfish and French fries. 

This was his first time at 

the Chiefland Watermelon 

Festival as a vendor. 

 



HardisonInk.com 
 

Levy County Sheriff’s 

Office Deputy Scott 

Finnen, who is among 

the school resource 

officers in Levy County, 

mans the table for Crime 

Stoppers of Levy County. 

To download an app for 

Crime Stoppers, look in 

the App Store or Google 

Play and search for ‘P3 

Tips.’ The phone 

number for Levy County 

Crime Stoppers is 1-877-

349-8477 (TIPS). If a tip 

leads to an arrest, the 

anonymous caller may 

be eligible for a reward 

of up to $1,000. 

 

 

Levy County 

Elections 

Office 

Information 

Specialist 

Crystal Lara 

mans the tent 

as Levy 

County 

Supervisor of 

Elections 

Tammy Jones 

and Deputy 

Supervisor of 

Elections 

Jordan 

Lindsey ride 

in the 2021 

Chiefland 

Watermelon 

Festival 

Parade. 

Supervisor 

Jones and staff members helped people register to vote Saturday, revise or update voters’ 

information, and they answered questions about elections. 
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Levy County Democratic Party Chair Gussie Boatright (left) and Stacey Peters, the chair of the 

Florida Democratic Party Small County Coalition (SCC) are seen at the 2021 Chiefland 

Watermelon Festival. The SCC, which includes 33 Florida counties, acts as a liaison between the 

small counties and the Democratic Party in the State of Florida. To learn more about the SCC, 

click HERE. 

 

 

Among the young 

actors and 

actresses of The 

Suwannee Valley 

Players, and 

others in the SVP, 

seen here are 

(from left) 

Rosanna Flecker 

(parent), SVP 

Board President 

Lanette Six, Nyla 

Campaniolo, 

Hannah 

Klemencic, Aiden 

Campaniolo, Sara 

Westwood, Emmy 

Bailey and Kayla 

Coffey, who are 

among the performers in the upcoming play Alice In Wonderland. (Brandy Colon-Vega is 

absent from the picture although she arrived soon afterward.) (Dawn Coffey, director of the 

play Alice In Wonderland set for Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays from July 23 through Aug. 8 

was out of town on Saturday. Tickets for this play cost $13. For tickets call 352-493-2787.) 

 

https://fldemsscc.org/
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Florida Department of Corrections Correctional Officer Sara Costello was at the 2021 Chiefland 

Watermelon Festival. Lancaster Correctional Institution (located in Gilchrist County on State 

Road 26 between Trenton and Fanning Springs) is now hiring correctional officers. Non-

certified correctional officers have a starting pay of $14.49 an hour and certified correctional 

officers have a starting pay of $16.10. There are other benefits for people employed by the 

Florida Department of Corrections, such as health insurance, life insurance and retirement 

options. There is paid training and no experience is necessary. For more information about this 

job opportunity, contact Officer Costello at 352-463-5039. 

 

 
The band Middle Ground with (from left) Caleb Hardee, Noah Raulerson and Hunter Barrand 

were among the musical performers at the 2021 Chiefland Watermelon Festival. 

  


