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     CHIEFLAND – Suwannee Valley Rotarian Andrea Wasson led the effort and succeeded in 
making the 10th Annual Tour de Melon come to fruition on Saturday (June 5). 
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The bicycle riders prepare to start at a little bit after 7:30 a.m. 
 

 
In this video (CLICK ON THE PICTURE TO SEE THE VIDEO), the riders are seen 
starting their sojourn through the area on bikes. Riders aged 21 and older were given a 
free beer at the end of their rides, and the participants enjoyed other rewards from 
their adventure too. A less tangible reward than a tee-shirt, food and drink, though, is 
the participants act of helping this club’s members put service above self as this Rotary 
Club applies the revenue gained from this fundraiser toward worthy causes. Rotarians 
worldwide have been active in helping pay for vaccinations against polio, which is seen 
as a worthy cause by most humans. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C6q8hhlGd9k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C6q8hhlGd9k
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Kim Rowe, 68, of Dade City stands with his selfie-stick in hand. Rowe said he planned 
to ride the 100-mile course in this bike ride on Saturday. He has gone on 120 Century 
Rides (100 miles) so far, he said. Rowe has been able to do three 100-mile rides in one 
week, he said. 
 

 
Suwannee Valley Rotary Club President Lewrissa Mainwaring strikes a pose before the 
race starts, as participants are signing in at the concession stand of Charles Strickland 
Recreational Park in Chiefland. 
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     Wasson was joined in her mission by several members of the Suwannee Valley Rotary on Saturday. 
Other helpers in this mission were members of the Chiefland Police Department and other municipal 
and county law enforcement agencies across the Tri-County Area of Levy County, Dixie County and 
Gilchrist County. 
     Initially leading the effort a decade ago to start the bicycle ride as a fundraiser for the Suwannee 
Valley Rotary Club was President Paige Brookins, the first president of that club, which she helped 
form. This Rotary Year, Brookins is the president of the Chiefland Rotary Club and Jeffrey 
Beauchamp is the incoming president for the Chiefland Rotary Club. 
     President Lewrissa Mainwaring is the Suwannee Valley Rotary Club president this year. The Rotary 
Year ends June 30, and the new year beings July 1 – just like the Florida state budget year. 
     Meanwhile on Saturday, lots of bikers launched from Charles Strickland Recreational Park of 
Chiefland. Some rode for 100 miles and others took the less lengthy rides. 

 


