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Benefits from pre-planning funerals 
shared at lunch program in Williston 

 
Barbara Carbaugh (left), director of marketing, and Kaitlynn Schrader, one of the 
funeral directors from Roberts Funerals and Cremations of Ocala, are seen just before 
presenting the information to the group gathered in the Fellowship Hall of First United 
Methodist Church of Williston on Thursday afternoon (June 3). 
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     WILLISTON – Food, fellowship and pre-planning for funerals came together for people who met 
Thursday afternoon (June 3) in the Fellowship Hall of First United Methodist Church of Williston. 
     Kaitlynn Schrader, one of the funeral directors from Roberts Funerals and Cremations of Ocala, 
and Barbara Carbaugh, director of marketing, provided helpful information in a very friendly manner. 
     BubbaQue’s provided the food, which included an all-you-can-eat option of pulled pork, several 
sides such as coleslaw, macaroni and cheese, and baked beans. For the people in attendance, not only 
was there a delicious free lunch, interesting information offered through a professional and polite 
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method, but one lucky participant went home with a $25 gift card from BubbaQue’s. 
     Pastor Jack Ladd of First United Methodist Church of Williston and Church Secretary Debra Jones 
were among the people in attendance. 
     The lunch and learn program at First United Methodist Church of Williston, 213 W. Noble Ave. 
(U.S. Alt. 27) showed observers an option for planning ahead for what is among the stressful points in 
almost anyone’s life – the death of a beloved family member. 
     Before Carbaugh started the program, she invited everyone to the tables full of food from 
BubbaQue’s, where each person helped himself or herself to the lunch. Even before that, though, she 
provided each person with sweetened or unsweetened tea, that were among the items purchased from 
one of the barbecue venues in or around Levy County’s easternmost municipality. 
     Before the lunch, people who arrived early chatted and greeted one another. The relaxed 
atmosphere of meeting in the fellowship hall of a church was conducive to socialization. 
     Some things remain constant. All humans die, as far as their mortal bodies are concerned. After 
that, humans have different beliefs, hopes and faith for their souls regarding eternity, including those 
who choose to believe they have no soul and a wide range of other theological choices. Funeral 
directors provide for meeting the needs of family members in those regards as well. 
     As for what happens to the body of a person at death, Roberts Funerals and Cremations of Ocala 
provided the chance Thursday for people to learn about the benefits of planning ahead for that day or 
night. 
     Chester Weber of the Williston area, and a primary partner of Roberts Funerals and Cremations of 
Ocala, wants to provide this option of pre-planning to people in the Williston area, Carbaugh said. 
Conversation at the event indicated there will be more opportunities for people to gather and hear 
about pre-planning for funerals and other matters related to honoring the lives of people who pass 
away. 
     Carbaugh said people who are in her generation know their parents and grandparents took action 
in advance of that fateful day, by purchasing gravesites before the need was immediate and urgent. 
Sometimes, soon after marrying they would even buy gravesites next to one another. 
     Since then, there has been a trend away from some of those traditions by some people, she said. 
     Roberts Funerals and Cremations of Ocala offers everyone in the area a full range of different 
options for planning and pre-paying for services. 
     Planning ahead not only prevents loved ones from the added tension of making complex decisions 
while under emotional stress, Carbaugh said, but it saves the family money, and ensures that final 
wishes are met. Prices applied today provide for those services in the future Carbaugh said, and there 
is a contract between the parties to guarantee it happens. 
     Funeral Director Schrader, who has been in this profession for more than 15 years now, provided 
clear and correct answers to direct questions about Social Security benefits, and Veterans Affairs 
(formerly Veterans Administration) benefits after giving a brief synopsis of those benefits in her 
concise introduction to that part of the topics. 
     There was information shared about burial versus cremation. 
     One older visitor to the event asked about the cost of an urn. He was told the range goes from $100 
to $6,500, while starting as low as just hundreds of dollars. 
     There is a psychological benefit, Schrader, Carbaugh and the Rev. Ladd said, for a person to let his 
or her survivors see their body at a funeral service before cremation. One important fact intimated 
through the lunch and learn program is that each person will make individual choices in this pre-
planning offering. 
     One of the central points of the theme of the afternoon is that when a person dies, his or her 
survivors are going to have to make crucial choices. Those decisions can involve substantial financial 
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and emotional outcomes that affect survivors’ lives afterward. 
     Not only did this 18-minute session include facts to consider about money and emotions, but there 
are logistics that were covered. Schrader spoke about Roberts Funerals and Cremations of Ocala 
providing transport for the body from the home or elsewhere to the Ocala chapel or elsewhere, 
including for instance First UMC of Williston, which has agreed to offer a place for funeral services. 
     Beyond Ocala or Williston, Roberts Funerals and Cremations of Ocala offers professional 
transferring of funeral plans out of state. There are laws regarding the transport of bodies over state 
lines and out of the United States to other countries, and licensed funeral directors like Schrader and 
Josh Leverette, as well as a full staff of other professionals at Roberts Funerals and Cremations of 
Ocala will care for all matters – including obtaining the death certificate, helping survivors create an 
obituary, and more. 
     There was no sales pitch at this lunch and learn session. And lunch did earn its place at the front of 
the term “lunch and learn.” The program was presented by people who clearly understand the 
fundamental needs of all people at a time when help is required. 
     This was an informal gathering for lunch, where Roberts Funerals and Cremations of Ocala 
representatives provided information and answered questions. 
     For those who wanted to work out specific pre-funeral plans, Schrader, who is not only a licensed 
funeral director, but who is also a family care programs manager, provided her business card with her 
office number and her cell phone number. 
     As individuals choose to confer with Roberts Funerals and Cremations of Ocala to pre-plan for 
services, a licensed funeral director will meet with them at their home, at a church or wherever they 
are most comfortable to discuss the relevant matters, Carbaugh said. 

 


