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New urgent 
care facility 
opens in 
Chiefland 

 
Chiefland Health 
Center Operations 
Director Ashwin 
Kolaventy stands near 
the doorway leading 
from the front lobby to 
an area where patients 
will be able to use 
lockers as they change 
into gowns for various 
procedures if gowns are 
needed for those 
procedures. Operations 
Director Kolaventy 
designed most of the 
building, including the 
high ceiling of the lobby 
and the colors that are 
to help people relax. To 
put the size of the lobby 
in 
perspective, Kolaventy 
is 6-feet, 5-inches tall. 
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     CHIEFLAND – A 
grand opening Friday (June 
25) for what was advertised 
as a walk-in medical clinic 
heralds the introduction of 
another urgent care facility 
in Chiefland. 
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Robert Cole of 
Superior Finish of 
Trenton paints the 
northwest external 
area of Chiefland 
Health Center on 
Friday (June 25). 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Vanessa Petty is a 
receptionist at 
Chiefland Health 
Center. She is 
among the first 
people a visitor is 
likely to see now. 
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Angelique Moye, a medical 
assistant (left), and 
Meghan Austin, a 
receptionist at the Ocala 
office of Central Florida 
Heart Group, are among 
the employees helping 
visitors during the grand 
opening of Chiefland 
Health Center on June 25. 
They are standing next to a 
Samsung mobile X-ray 
machine, which can be 
rolled into any of the many 
rooms at the health center. 
This machine is part of an 
extensive set of equipment 

for imaging. 
 
This is a General 
Electric 64-Slice CT 
Scanner. Like a 
traditional computed 
tomography (CT) 
scan, the 64-slice CT 
scan combines a 
series of X-ray views 
taken from many 
different angles, and 
then uses a computer 
to reconstruct the 
‘slices’ to produce 
actual pictures. It is 
part of an extensive 
set of equipment for 
imaging at Chiefland 
Health Center. Also, 
on Friday, a giant 
self-contained Mobile 
PET/CT Scanner was outside on the northern parking lot of Chiefland Health Center. 
The Mobile PET/CT Scanner is essentially the same machine as a Fixed PET/CT 
Scanner. The only difference between the two is that the mobile unit is installed in a 
trailer to be moved around. A positron emission tomography (PET) scan is an imaging 
test that helps reveal how tissues and organs are functioning. A PET scan uses a 
radioactive drug (tracer) to show this activity. This scan can sometimes detect disease 
before it shows up on other imaging tests. 
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This is the General Electric 
mammography machinery set 
for use at Chiefland Health 
Center as part of its extensive 
imaging department. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ready for use, this 
External Counter 
Pulsation machine is 
used on patients to 
help increase blood 
flow in their body. 
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This is one of the stabilization rooms for minor surgery. It is one of several rooms with 
specific purposes in Chiefland Health Center. Another room, not pictured, is the 
medical consultation room. It is cozy and soundproofed to help patients feel 
comfortable as they confer with one of the many specialists who are slated to serve at 
the walk-in clinic. 
 

 
This is a view from the nurses’ station looking at the observation room, which will be 
able to serve three patients at once. 
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This is a closer view of the observation room. 
 
 
This is one of the 
two examination 
rooms, which can 
double as isolation 
rooms. In the event 
of a patient with a 
highly contagious 
disease, these 
isolation rooms can 
be closed off from 
the health center 
for ventilation and 
other purposes to 
keep all other 
patients safe. 
Among the many 
other rooms in the 
center, there is also 
an infusion room – 
where patients can 
receive blood transfusions, plasma and intravenous antibiotics. 
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     Known as Chiefland Health Center – Panacea Health Systems, and located at 304 N. Main St. (U.S. 
Highway 19) in Chiefland, the new facility’s staff welcomed people to tour it on Friday. 
     Panacea Health Systems LLC is comprised of primary care clinics that act as the principal point of 
healthcare services to patients of all ages. 
     Chiefland Health Center Operations Director Ashwin Kolaventy provided a wealth of information 
about the new urgent care facility. While it can be tagged as a “walk-in clinic” or “urgent care facility,” 
this new medical service institution is unique in contrast with a more cookie-cutter approach likes 
some walk-in clinics. By the way, this facility is equipped with its own electric-generation equipment 
in case of a power outage during a procedure, to the extent that there will be electricity through the 
completion of the procedure. 
     Dr. Ravindra Kolaventy is the cardiologist who opened the Chiefland Health Center. Dr. Ravindra 
Kolaventy, M.D., is a cardiology doctor who practices in Ocala. He has been a practicing physician for 
30 years. 
     Dr. Kolaventy is affiliated with Ocala Regional Medical Center and Munroe Regional Medical 
Center. He opened the Central Florida Heart Group - West Campus, 6600 S.W. State Road 200, Suite 
300, in Ocala, in 2001, according to records. 
     Dr. Kolaventy is the cardiologist who will be the specialist at Chiefland Health Center, Operations 
Director Ashwin Kolaventy said. 
     Dr. John T. Chacko, M.D., will be the specialist in urology there, Operations Director Kolaventy 
said. 
    Chiefland Health Center will have an obstetrics-gynecology specialist as well, Operations Director 
Kolaventy said. 
     Other specialists can be added as the facility becomes more established, he said, and there are 
plans for expansion. 
      This is not a hospital. It is not an emergency room connected with a hospital. It is not a trauma 
center. It is a walk-in clinic that can provide for urgent care needs. 
     Operations Director Kolaventy said the team was looking to build a surgical center, and he knows 
people in the Tri-County Area of Levy County, Gilchrist County and Dixie County were wanting an 
emergency room. 
     There is no law, however, that allows a stand-alone independent surgical center, he said. Likewise, 
this facility is too far away from an existing hospital to qualify to be created as an emergency room 
that would be an extension of an existing hospital. 
     Therefore, Chiefland Health Center Operations Director Kolaventy continued, the business model 
was made to help more people in a rural area. 
     Some machinery is still on order and will be delivered within the next month, he said. Finding 
medical staff members has been a challenge too. 
     Nevertheless, Chiefland Health Center is open from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday. Operations Director Kolaventy said the days and hours may be extended. 
     The medical service provider accepts most common health insurance, including Medicare, he said, 
adding there is a goal for the center to be able to take all forms of insurance. 
     During the grand opening celebration on Friday, food and door prizes were set to be enjoyed. A 
ribbon-cutting ceremony was slated. 


