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Levy County gets down to business 

 
Members of the Levy County Board of County Commissioners are seen just before the 
start of action Tuesday (June 22). They are (from left) Rock Meeks, Lilly Rooks, 
Chairman John Meeks, Mike Joyner and Matt Brooks. 
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     BRONSON – The Levy County Board of County Commissioners took more action Tuesday 
morning (June 22) to find a replacement for Nature Coast Business Development Council 
Executive Director David Pieklik. 
 
Rusty Skinner 
(left) and George 
Buckner III speak 
to the County 
Commission 
about finding a 
new executive 
director for the 
Nature Coast 
Business 
Development 
Council. 
 
     Pieklik, who had 
served the interests 
seeking to increase 
business in Levy 
County since 2011, accepted a job six months ago – in January – with Citrus County Board of County 
Commissioners. Pieklik is now the economic development director in that county. 
     After the county’s failed attempt to recruit a replacement, CareerSource Citrus Levy Marion Chief 
Executive Officer Rusty Skinner and George Buckner III of Apposity, LLC, approached the County 
Commission on Tuesday. 
     Levy County Commissioner Rock Meeks brought Skinner and Buckner forward Tuesday, after 
Meeks put the two gentlemen on the agenda at the outset of the meeting, with a 5-0 vote of approval 
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as part of the agenda changes at the outset. Commissioner Meeks said he had met with Skinner earlier 
about CareerSource CLM helping with filling that vacancy. 
     Buckner is not only with Apposity, but he also is the Central Florida Electric Cooperative Chief 
Information Officer, as well as being a member of the NCBDC. 
     The other NCBDC members are Dorothy Pernu of Duke Energy; Dick Streeter of the Withlacoochee 
Gulf Area (Inglis-Yankeetown) Chamber of Commerce; Greg Galpin of the Weyerhaeuser Co.; Joyce 
Wilson of the Unity Family Community Center; Phil Geist of the Small Business Development Center; 
Denny George of Central Florida Electric Cooperative; Holly McGlashan of the College of Central 
Florida; Bob Krefting of  Central Florida Electric Cooperative; Daniel Vaudreuil of ANCORP; and 
Heidi Schwiebert of Two Hawk Hammock. 
     CareerSource Citrus Levy Marion is a significant community partner with NCBDC. 
     Skinner told the County Commission that candidates who might be interested in replacing Pieklik 
expressed concern about no benefits being part of the employment offer. 
     The proposed salary range now is $45,000 to $55,000, according to what was said at the open 
meeting Tuesday. County Coordinator Wilbur Dean said with mileage and all other matters, the 
county budget now for the NCBDC executive director job is $66,400 in this fiscal year. 
     CareerSource Citrus Levy Marion, Skinner said, works with Mid-Florida Manufacturers 
Association. The MFMA, like the NCBDC, has a governing board and an executive director. When the 
MFMA lost its executive director, CareerSource CLM took over as “employer of record” for its 
executive director. 
     There are several grant opportunities, Skinner said, that may cover an NCBDC’s executive 
director’s benefit package if the county wants to add to its offering to find a replacement for Pieklik. 
     Skinner said the NCBDC and CareerSource CLM would like to create a long-term method for 
sustainability of the NCBDC, which can be among Levy County’s main economic driving entities. 
     If Levy County can commit to a continued provision of funds for the NCBDC executive director, 
including as an entity with matching funds for some grants, Skinner said, then CareerSource CLM can 
become the employer of record. 
     Commissioner Matt Brooks said he likes this proposal from Skinner and Buckner. Brooks sees the 
NCBDC position as being a good return on investment for the county. 
      Commission Chairman John Meeks said he would like to see more details on what would be 
required for the match from the county that is being sought by the NCBDC and CareerSource CLM. 
     Skinner said he sees a continuation of what exists as being proper, as he added that CareerSource 
CLM will recruit a candidate and the Levy County Commission can discuss with that person what will 
be needed to begin that person working as the executive director of the NCBDC. 
     Skinner mentioned that the College of Central Florida has been involved in this process, including 
having curriculum for training employees. The NCBDC is looking at continuing to help existing 
business as well as to striving to increase the business base at every level of enterprise in Levy County, 
Skinner said. 
    On a motion by County Commissioner Mike Joyner, seconded by Commissioner Brooks, with 
Chairman Meeks, Commissioner Meeks and Commissioner Lilly Rooks voting in favor, the County 
Commission gave the go-ahead for this ramped up effort to replace Pieklik to move forward. 
     Some members of various business interests in Levy County put out a “press release” last week. 
     Some members of the Withlacoochee Gulf Area Chamber of Commerce (WGCAA), the Williston 
Chamber of Commerce, the Chiefland Chamber of Commerce and the NCBDC “recently met to 
discuss formation of a coalition to support business and economic development in Levy County,” 
according to information provided by WGACC President Streeter on Saturday morning (June 19). 
     Attendees reported at this get-together at a date, time and place not noted in advance for any other 
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interested parties, were, according to Streeter’s email, Streeter, Jim Green with SCORE Nature Coast 
(based in Crystal River), Chiefland Chamber of Commerce President Natasha Allen, Williston 
Chamber of Commerce Vice President Michael Langston, and representing the NCDC board directors 
Buckner and Krefting. 
     The group hopes to work with the Levy County Board of County Commissioners and the city 
leaders in the eight municipalities “… to promote cooperative efforts focused on business recovery and 
economic development.” 
     Streeter’s press release noted this ad hoc group is interested in the funding coming to Levy County 
from the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (ARP Act), which also is known as “the COVID-19 
Stimulus Package” or “American Rescue Plan.” 
     The ARP Act defines the following as acceptable use of funds: 
     ● To respond to the public health emergency with respect to the global Coronavirus Disease 2019 
(COVID–19) pandemic or its negative economic impacts, including assistance to households, small 
businesses, and nonprofits, or aid to impacted industries such as tourism, travel, and hospitality; 
     ● To respond to workers performing essential work during the COVID–19 public health emergency 
by providing premium pay to eligible workers of the metropolitan city, non-entitlement unit of local 
government, or county that are performing such essential work, or by providing grants to eligible 
employers that have eligible workers who perform essential work; and 
     ● For the provision of government services to the extent of the reduction in revenue of such 
metropolitan city, non-entitlement unit of local government, or county due to the COVID–19 public 
health emergency relative to revenues collected in the most recent full fiscal year of the metropolitan 
city, non-entitlement unit of local government, or county prior to the emergency. 
     The base year against which an interest will measure lost revenue is the most recent full fiscal year 
prior to the emergency (for instance, the most recent full year budget that was set before March of 
2020, according to the National League of Cities. 
     Another use for ARP Act funds includes: 
     ● To make necessary investments in water, sewer, or broadband infrastructure. 
     The government entities, such as the Levy County Commission, which are recipients of ARP Act 
money may transfer funds to a private nonprofit organization, a public benefit corporation involved in 
the transportation of passengers or cargo, or a special-purpose unit of state or local government – 
such as a fire district. 
     No recipient may use these funds for deposit into any pension fund. 
     Recipients may use these funds for direct stimulus payments to residents or rebates on property 
taxes. 
     Recipients may increase wages for essential workers on a temporary basis (such as adding +$10 per 
hour for 90 days only). 
     Recipients may donate funds to a non-profit that serves to benefit the community as a whole (e.g., 
a municipality could give the funds to organizations like “Friends of the Library” or “Friends of the 
Park” and those organizations can use the money to improve the library or purchase new park 
equipment. 
     As for the ad hoc group meeting at some date, time and place recently, according to Streeter’s email 
press release, that group plans to “meet again in the next few weeks to develop a set of action items 
and to possibly create a more formal structure for future actions.” 
     There was no direct mention the ad hoc group’s future plans at the County Commission meeting on 
Tuesday. 
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IN OTHER MATTERS 
 
Inglis Mayor Michael Andrew 
'Drew' White learns that the 
rumor he heard about 
Williston not having 
fireworks is not true. 
Williston is having a parade 
and fireworks on July 3, as 
shown on the ad on all seven 
pages 
of HardisonInk.com. White 
told the County Commission 
that Inglis is having a 
community event during the 
day and fireworks at night on 
July 3 in the county’s park in southern Levy County, as noted on the Community 
Calendar of HardisonInk.com. Levy County Coordinator Wilbur Dean is seen in the 
background, seated. 

 
 
Retiring County Attorney 
Anne Bast Brown holds a 
certificate of appreciation 
for her 17 years of service 
to Levy County. Seen with 
her (from left) are County 
Commission Chairman 
John Meeks, County 
Commissioner Lilly Rooks, 
County Commissioner 
Mike Joyner, County 
Commissioner Matt 
Brooks and County 
Commissioner Rock 
Meeks. A proclamation 
honoring the soon-to-be 
retiree was adopted, and 
that includes naming June 
25 as Anne Bast Brown 
Day in Levy County. 


