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Chamber gets thousands in taxpayer dollars 
for signs - seeks more 

 

Williston Chamber President 
Kurt Richardson, having obtained 
a promise for $8,000 or so from 
the Williston Community 
Redevelopment Agency to buy 
one sign, asks the City Council for 
how much money it will donate to 
the Chambers sign-placement 
project. 
 

 

 

 

Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © June 24, 2021 
at 7:11 p.m. 
     WILLISTON – Williston Chamber of 
Commerce President Kurt Richardson 
asked the Williston City Council for 
$8,500 to buy one sign Tuesday night 
(June 22). 

  
 
Here is a picture of the color version 
of the sign provided to Williston City 
Council on common printer paper. 
Mayor Jerry Robinson said he 
thinks this is a bland sign. 
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City Manager Jackie Gorman holds up some paper printouts of the sign. 
 

 
City Planner Laura Jones says the CRA already gave the Williston Chamber thousands 
of dollars for a sign to go in Heritage Park. 
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     Richardson said the Chamber decided the color scheme and design of the signs. The Williston 
Community Redevelopment Agency, Richardson said, has already agreed to contribute 
     Richardson said the Chamber chose B4 Signs and Advertisement to create the two signs at about 
$8,500 each, for a total of approximately $17,000. 
     The Chamber plans to replace signs on U.S. Highway 41 coming into Williston on the north and 
south entrances to the city, Richardson said. 
     Mayor Jerry Robinson said the signs look bland and are not impressive to him. 
     City Planner Laura Jones said there is a plan to landscape around the signs. As for the colors, Jones 
said, they are neutral and the Chamber may put “some really nice plants around it.” 
     The Williston Community Redevelopment Agency has approved the expenditure of $6,500 so far 
for the $8,500 to $8,600 sign -- for one of these signs to be placed in Heritage Park, City Planner 
Jones said. 
     Richardson said that in addition to the $17,000 for two signs on U.S. 41, the Chamber in the future 
wants two more signs on U.S. Alt. 27 (Noble Avenue) entering the city from either side there. 
     Jones said the CRA gave the Chamber the go-ahead for the final design after the Chamber asked 
the city’s CRA for $8,500 to $8,600 for one sign to go in Heritage Park. 
     Richardson said Matt Brooks, the owner of B4 Signs and Advertisement, requires a 50 percent 
down payment before the signs are made, and the Chamber just wants to know how many tax dollars 
the City Council is willing to dedicate to this Chamber project. 
     “It’s not in our current budget,” Williston City Council President Jones said. “I’ll tell you that.” 
     When asked if the city buys the signs, if they would be property of the city or of the Chamber, 
President Jones said she felt the City Council and the Chamber funds and property were one in the 
same, however there was no clear answer from the government about sign ownership by the entity 
that pays for the signs. 

OTHER NEWS 

     In other news from the June 22 meeting, Marvin Johnson, the owner of B&M Unique Styling, 
thanked the City Council for its work on a parking lot behind his business and behind the business 
known as Back Door Antiques, 36 E. Noble Ave. (U.S. Alt. 27), which is owned by Jim Smith. 
     Johnson has been in business for just over 20 years now, he said, and he is glad to see the city 
helping new business come into Williston. The salon that is known for being able to provide 
everything for hair care, had a customer leave through its back door one day, Johnson said, and that 
person went through four inches of standing water in the parking lot. 
     The businessman said he plans to speak with other owners in that area about the issue. He 
suggested the city grade the parking lot to reduce the standing water issue. 


