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Gilchrist County Commission 
manages growth 

 
Gilchrist County Administrator Bobby Crosby and County Attorney David M. Lang Jr. 
look at material as they work to help the Gilchrist County Board of County 
Commissioners know facts related to matters upon which the Commission may act. 
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     TRENTON – The Gilchrist County Commission on Monday night (June 21) dealt with growth 
management on several levels. 
     Gilchrist County Commission Chairman Sharon Akins Langford (Dist. 1), County Commission Vice 
Chairman William “Bill” Martin (Dist. 2), County Commissioner Marion Poitevint (Dist. 4), County 
Commissioner Darrell Smith (Dist. 3) first approved a resolution increasing the maximum cost for a 
fully built house via SHIP funding to be $225,000, when it was previously $185,000. 
     Gilchrist County Commissioner Kenrick Thomas (Dist. 5) was absent from the Monday night 
meeting as he attended a viewing for a longtime friend, Chairman Langford said at the outset of the 
meeting. 
     The SHIP program helps home refurbishing and home construction for people of a certain income 
level. Gilchrist County Administrator Bobby Crosby said the program has worked well in Gilchrist 
County. Martin said there have been five or six new homes built a year and another 10 to 15 
refurbished a year, as he gave an off-the-cuff estimate over the past several years. 
     People who accept this help are forgiven the loan if they stay in their residence for 10 years after 
completion of the renovation or construction. 
 



HardisonInk.com 

 
Working to help the residents and visitors to Gilchrist County on Monday evening 
(June 21) are (from left) County Commissioner Marion Poitevint, County Commission 
Chairman Sharon Akins Langford, County Commissioner Darrell Smith and County 
Commission Vice Chairman William ‘Bill’ Martin. 
 
     Otherwise, they repay it. Those repaid funds are returned for use by other borrowers, Martin said. 
     On another matter related to growth, by a 4-0 vote the County Commission approved a vehicle 
repair and welding shop to move forward with the plan for that in an agricultural area of Bell. 
     Serving also as the Planning Commission, the County Commission approved the application for 
preliminary site and development plan. 
     The request was by Justin Barron, as owner, and Ronald E. Parrish as applicant and agent. 
     The plan is for use of an existing structure for a vehicle repair and welding shop, in an Agriculture 
(A-2) land use category, located on approximately 19.09 acres of land at 3259 S.W Gilchrist County 
Road 341, Bell. 
     The subject property is located just south of the intersection of Gilchrist County Road 232 and CR 
341, adjacent to and West of CR 341. 
     Gilchrist County Attorney David Miller Lang Jr. recommended approval of the requested 
preliminary Site and Development Plan for vehicle repair and welding shop based upon the following 
conditions. 
     The applicant shall limit development on the site to that which is shown by the application 
submitted and as described in a staff report, and as shown on the Preliminary Site and Development 
Plan submitted with this application. 
     Approval of this Preliminary Site and Development Plan does not alleviate the applicant's 
obligation to obtain all applicable county, state, or federal permits as required, including but not 
limited to obtaining all necessary permits from the Suwannee River Water Management District or 
self-certification, for stormwater management for improvements on the premises. 
     Applicant must show the required 10 paved parking spaces for customers, as well as one parking 
space for the owner and one for people who have special needs, such as for a wheelchair. 
     There will be paved roadway for ingress and egress to the building on the Final Site and 
Development Plan, and shall construct and comply with all requirements for the driveway onto the 
site from CR 341, as more particularly described in the Site and Development Plan Analysis set forth 
in a staff report. 



HardisonInk.com 
     At the meeting, the County Commission agreed to allow the applicant to keep an existing 
unimproved roadway to service his pine trees and maintain the property – but that driveway is not for 
use of the repair and welding shop. 
     After the discussion, the County Commission voted 4-0 as the county attorney had recommended. 
     County Attorney Lang on another matter recommended denial, and the County Commission voted 
4-0 to deny. 
     Dennis Smigelsky, as applicant and owner, sought a variance from the minimum lot size and width 
requirements under Section 2.06.04 of the Gilchrist County Land Development Code, to allow the 
parcel to be used for a single family residential dwelling in an Agriculture (A-2) land use category as 
shown on the Future Land Use Map. 
     He has about an acre and a quarter and there is a five-acre minimum for building a single family 
residence on property in that type of zoning on Southwest 75th Court, in Bell. 
     The proposed use is consistent with the Gilchrist County Comprehensive Plan, however County 
Attorney Lang noted, it is inconsistent with the Land Development Code as to the minimum lot and 
width requirements for use as single family residential in the A-2 Land Use District. 
     He recommended denial the requested variance based upon the following: 
     ● The proposed use does not arise out of unique physical conditions specific to this site alone; 
     ● There are no practical or economic difficulties in carrying out the strict letter of the regulation; 
     ● The requested variance arises out of conditions either assumed or created by the applicant or 
their predecessors in interest; and 
     ● The effect of the proposed variance is not in harmony with the general intent of this Code and the 
specific intent of the relevant subject areas of the Code. 
     The County Commission and the county attorney when speaking with Smigelsky found the man 
had bought the land knowing the requirement of five acres for him to build a house there. The buyer 
was clearly informed about the gamble he was taking, he conceded, when he bought that property – in 
regard to building a house on it. 
     Commissioners mentioned there may be a potential for him to buy more land around this property 
to create at least a five-acre piece. 
     Furthermore, the County Commission members expressed their concern that if they let a man 
build a house on one acre, when there is a five-acre minimum, then the County Commission could not 
justify rejecting all requests of a similar nature. 
     Smigelsky, after the denial, asked the County Commission to approve electric service, a septic tank 
and well for the pole barn he has on the property. He was told that after he goes to the Office of 
Gilchrist County Property Appraiser Damon C. Leggett, CFA, and it is determined the property is 
being used for a bona fide agricultural purpose, then the procedure to get electric service there can 
continue. 
     Earlier in the meeting, the County Commission approved nine pieces of property for sealed bid sale 
as escheated county-owned property. Another 15 pieces, though, are seeing issues for being too small 
to develop unless they are combined, and then there can be an issue related to access to the property. 
     The county is working on methods to overcome those issues with those properties. 
     And starting after 5:15 p.m. on Monday evening, the Gilchrist County Commission reviewed the 
county comprehensive plan with North Florida Professional Services staff members.  


