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Dixie County celebrates Juneteenth 

 
Larry Walker opens his barbecue smoker as he prepares to tend to some ribs on the 
grill. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © June 20, 2021 at 5:11 p.m. 
All Copyrights Reserved 
     CROSS CITY – People all over America found Saturday (June 19) to be an even more special 
Juneteenth this year because the 
elected leaders in the federal 
government created it as the newest 
national holiday and President Joe 
Biden signed it into law two days 
earlier. 

  
Larry Walker prepares ribs that 
taste excellent, according to 
many people, including a 
journalist who took some home 
from the event and ate them 
there. 
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Vivian Nelson mans a table where people could buy the fixings to create Walkin’ Tacos. 
That dish is created by putting the ingredients for a taco into a bag with crunched up 
Doritos. Bingo – a walkin’ taco. 
 
 
Kiyonnet Teague stands 
near a pot of cooking corn 
on the cob. Her cousin 
Jesse Rollins is standing 
behind her and her niece 
Nova Murrell is to the left 
in this picture. The 
Juneteenth Celebration in 
Dixie County was very 
family-oriented with 
games like sack racing, 
and card games and a 
bounce house available. 
(There was also a cake 
auction as part of the 
fundraising aspect of the 
event for Cross City On 
The Move.) 
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People came from near 
and far, including Ashly 
Curry from Tallahassee, 
seen here cooking some of 
the ingredients that go 
into a seafood dish that 
includes crab, shrimp, 
corn potatoes and eggs. 
Seated nearby is Dessarai 
Griffin, another 
participant in the 
Juneteenth celebration in 
Dixie County. Not picture 
here but present at the 
event were sweet treats 
from Perry (Taylor 
County), and sno-cones, 
popcorn and cotton candy 

from an Orlando attorney who helps Cross City On The Move. Also available were also 
free watermelon slices, and all sorts of soft drinks, fruit drinks and bottled water. 
 
 
Some of the people 
involved with the Cross 
City On The Move 
(Making Things Happen) 
organization are seen 
here. They are (from left) 
Treasurer-Secretary Elsie 
Carter, Historian 
Florence Carter and Vice 
President Angela Carter. 
(Cross City On The Move 
President Caroline 
Walker is out of this 
picture because she was 
busy helping other people 
at the event during the 
moment of this photo 
opportunity.) 
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Lemonade and pink 
lemonade are in the 
foreground here at the area 
where Ivey Baxter was selling 
those drinks, as well as 
boiled peanuts. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Pastor P.J. Hope shares 
The Gospel with people 
before providing the 
opening prayer. 
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Angela Carter welcomes 
everyone to the event. 
 
     Therefore, Juneteenth 2021 
was the first time when the day 
was celebrated as a federal 
holiday. 
     The Cross City On The Move 
(Making Things Happen) 
organization welcomed 
everyone to be the guests at its 
Juneteenth event at the Cross 
City Trail Riders Saddle Club 
(on the corner of Northeast 
241st Street just outside the 

southwest fence of Cross City Airport). 
     There was food, live entertainment, items for sale, games galore and best of all, from some 
individuals’ perspectives, a spirit of Christian love pervaded the area. For the people who are food-
oriented, the wonderful aroma of fresh smoked barbecue ribs on the grill wafted across the grounds. 
     Larry Walker brought his customized portable smoker. It has two sides for grilling, and a propane-
powered flame is sent by a small fan the blackjack oak (Quercus marilandica) wood that he uses to 
make the ribs amazingly delicious. That grill has thermometers and more to make it the ultimate 
barbecue machine. 
     Pastor P.J. Hope of the Royal Temple Church of God in Christ opened the program with prayer. 
Even before that he remined people of about being united through the love of Jesus, rather than to be 
divided by other forces that may be tempting. 
     Where there is unity, 
there is strength, was 
among the many bits of sage 
advice shared from the stage 
on that Saturday in the 
park. 
     Among the many musical 
and other performers were 
soloist singer Terri Nelson 
and a different soloist -- 
Jerome Teague, who 
performed a liturgical 
dance. 
 
 
Jerome Teague 
performs a liturgical 
dance. 
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Sharonda Burnett provides 
a photo opportunity after 
reading her poem. 
 
     Sharonda Burnett read her 
poem Change. 

Change 
In order to see change I have to 
be changed, 
but change starts with the 
person in the mirror. 
Because change can only come 
when I see myself more clearly. 
Not what my natural eyes can 
see. 
But change is something that 
happens on the inside of me. 
Change does not mean that I try 
to be someone that I am not, 
but change to me is shedding things that don’t line up with God. 
We cannot make people change to our own liking, 
but when we examine ourselves then change will come without even fighting. 
So, when I think about my friends my family my community and my nation that I think should be 
rearranged. 
I definitely have to start with myself by saying that I am the one who needs start with change. 
 

 
Vivian Nelson speaks 
about Juneteeth. 
 
     Vivian Nelson shared 
with listeners the history 
of Juneteenth. 
     Juneteenth 
commemorates the ending 
of slavery in the United 
States of America. Nelson 
said this celebration has 
been part of the traditions 
of the African-American 
people since the late 19th 
Century. 

     Juneteenth (short for “June Nineteenth”) heralds the day when federal troops arrived in Galveston, 
Texas, in 1865 to take control of the state and ensure that all enslaved people be freed, as noted on 
The History Channel. 
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     The troops went to Galveston two and one-half years after the signing of the Emancipation 
Proclamation. Juneteenth honors the end to slavery in the United States and is considered the 
longest-running African American holiday. On June 17, 2021, it officially became a federal holiday. 
     Confederate General Robert E. Lee had surrendered at Appomattox Courthouse two months earlier 
in Virginia, but slavery had remained relatively unaffected in Texas—until U.S. General Gordon 
Granger stood on Texas soil and read General Orders No. 3: “The people of Texas are informed that, 
in accordance with a proclamation from the Executive of the United States, all slaves are free.” 
     “Today, we celebrate strength, bravery, confidence, perseverance, resilience, courage, humility and 
most of all – the love,” Nelson said. 
     She paraphrased a statement from the late Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. when she said “Let freedom 
ring from the streets and the community of Dixie County. Let freedom ring all over the country and let 
us continue to speak truth to power until we experience total and equal justice under the law.” 
     Nelson asked everyone within the sound of her voice, as they celebrate the lives of their ancestors, 
to “Love our neighbors as we love ourselves. Let freedom ring! Hallelujah!” 
 

 
Desireé Williams, owner of Desired Esscentials is in the area where she her fiancé 
Jerome Johnson are selling her own brand. Desired Esscentials was founded in 2021 as 
a home decor brand of candles and wax melts. These candles and wax melts are hand-
poured in small batches with a soy blend wax. Other vendors at the event were selling 
artworks, purses, jewelry and more. 
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Wysteria Wilbert 
stands next to one of 
her favorite indoor 
planters that she 
created. This is a 
Gator-themed indoor 
planter. The base 
material for this 
work, she 
mentioned, is a 
woman's lace shirt. 
 
     Another part of the 
multifaceted event 
included leaders in the 
Cross City On The Move 
organization speaking 
about that non-profit 
group. 
     Cross City On The 
Move, President 

Caroline Walker said, is to be a blessing to the community – one small gesture at a time. 
     President Walker said she is thankful for all the work by volunteers who give of their time and 
other resources to help the community. She reminded everyone that it takes everyone to have success 
in its mission. 
     Cross City On The Move intends to have more community-oriented events, President Walker said. 
Saturday’s event is to celebrate Juneteenth, she said, but this event and all of the Cross City On The 
Move are for every person. 
     Every individual is connected to every other person, she said. Things that people do to help one 
another affect the whole of humanity. 
     Walker reminded listeners that no matter the color of a person’s skin or where they were born, God 
is not going to separate people based on those distinctions. 
     She said she personally strives to treat every person with love. 
     Walker thanked God for allowing her to be part of Cross City On The Move – Making Things 
Happen. 
     At least two other celebrations of Juneteenth happened in the Tri-County Area. 
     A very last-minute program in Chiefland was held from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Buie Park. 
     A better organized and more announced event than the one in Chiefland, happened in Williston. It 
was from 3 to 6 p.m. Members of the Friends of Cornelius Williams Community Park Committee held 
a combination “Juneteenth and Pre-Father’s Day Celebration” at the Cornelius Williams Community 
Park. Horseshoe games, kickball games and other activities were in the park then – and everyone was 
welcome. 

  


