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Hotdogs At The Hall proves to be a resounding 
success - K-9 finds methamphetamine 

 
City Manager John Driggers grills hotdogs for the event that attracted about 100 people 
to the parklike area next to Cross City City Hall. 
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     CROSS CITY – Cross City Police Chief D. Sullivan accomplished his mission of reaching out to 
the community Friday evening. 
     To say that Chief Sullivan, Cross City Mayor Kenneth “Tank” Lee and the entire Town Council put 
on a great program to connect with the community on Friday evening (June 18) would be an 
understatement. 
     Joining Chief Sullivan are Cross City City Manager John Driggers, Cross City City Clerk Brenda M. 
Royal as the top city employees. 
     Everyone in the town government works as a team to provide for the safety and welfare of the 
people. With Mayor Lee, are Vice Mayor Jovanté Teague and Town Council members, Angela Carter, 
Ryan Fulford and Kirk Marhefka. The Town Council sets policy, enacts local laws and represents the 
townsfolk. 
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In this set of 
four video 
clips, Atlas 
the canine 
member of 
the Cross City 
Police 
Department, 
and his 
hander CCPD 
K-9 Officer T. 
Sullivan, 
demonstrate 
their skill at 
locating 
drugs and 
apprehending 
suspects.  

Vice Mayor Jovanté Teague bravely volunteered to be the man to put on the training 
jacket and to help the CCPD K-9 Team show that aspect of their abilities by being the 
‘fleeing suspect.’ To see the video, CLICK ON THE PHOTO ABOVE. 
 
 
Early during the 
event that went 
from 4 to 6 p.m. on 
June 18, the first 
four city leaders on 
the scene agreed to 
a photo 
opportunity. Seen 
here are (from left) 
Town Councilman 
Kirk Marhefka, Vice 
Mayor Jovanté 
Teague, Town 
Councilman Ryan 
Fulford and Mayor 
Kenneth ‘Tank’ Lee. 
Back in 1994, Mayor 
Lee said, the first 
check he signed as 
vice mayor was for 
$195,000 for this very firetruck. Fulford is among the volunteer firefighters, and he 
drove the vehicle to the event, even ready during the event to man the vehicle if the call 
came for help. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RvelsA9iMeM
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Third Judicial Circuit 
Assistant State Attorney 
Jarrett Thomas (left) 
shakes hands with Cross 
City Police Chief D. 
Sullivan. ASA Thomas 
currently serves the 
people of Florida in the 
Third Judicial Circuit by 
being on the team of 
prosecutors. Currently, 
his assignment is for 
prosecuting defendants 
of misdemeanor crimes 
in Dixie County and 
Taylor County. The Third 
Judicial Circuit is 
comprised of Columbia, 
Dixie, Hamilton, 
Lafayette, Madison, Suwannee and Taylor counties. John Durrett serves as the State 
Attorney for the Third Judicial Circuit of Florida. He was elected State Attorney by the 
people of the Third Circuit in August of 2020 and was sworn in on Jan. 5. State Attorney 
Durrett’s counterpart in matters of criminal law in this circuit is Public Defender Cliff 
Wilson Jr. 
 
 

Cross City Cashier 
Brenda Timmons 
(left) and Cross City 
Clerk Brenda Royal 
are among the city 
employees serving 
people the delicious 
hotdogs at the event. 
People applied their 
own amounts of 
catsup, mustard and 
relish as they walked 
along next to the 
serving table. Diners 
also chose their own 
brand of chips and 
found water or fruit 
juice drinks at the 
drink tent. 
 



HardisonInk.com 
 
 

 

Hotdogs are seen here. They 
were cooked to varying degrees 
and diners chose the hotdog of 
their liking, which were placed 
in fresh hotdog buns ready for 
the taking. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Cross City Town Councilwoman Angela Carter is seen near one of the CCPD vehicles. 
She arrived soon after the event started, mentioning that she needed to complete her 
duties at work before coming to the Hotdogs At The Hall event. Councilwoman Carter is 
among the people helping the Juneteenth celebration on June 19 in Cross City as well. 
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Sno-Kones or sno-cones 
or snow-cones are served 
here by Amanda Sullivan. 
She placed the scoops of 
crushed ice in the paper 
holder and the snow-
cone recipient applied 
flavors from dispensers 
next to the crushed ice 
machine. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
P.J. Hope (left) and Dixie 
County Sheriff Darby Butler 
were chatting when 
approached for a photo 
opportunity. Hope is a 
member of the Dixie County 
Sheriff’s Office’s reservists’ 
team. Hope has been serving 
the community in a law 
enforcement capacity for 26 
years now. Hope also is the 
lead pastor at Royal Temple 
Church of God in Christ, and 
he is a significant member of 
another team -- the 
Transportation Department 
of the Dixie County School 
District. 
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CCPD K-9 Officer T. 
Anderson holds 
three boxes, with 
one of them 
containing ‘training 
methamphetamine’ 
as Cross City Police 
Chief D. Sullivan 
speaks about the 
best method to 
demonstrate the 
talents of Atlas as 
the four-legged 
member of the 
Police Department. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Atlas, the K-9 who 
protects life and property 
as a member of the Cross 
City Police Department, 
sits as instructed and 
awaits commands to 
search for narcotics or 
other drugs like 
methamphetamine. He is 
an 11-month-old Dutch 
Shepherd dog. 
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CCPD K-9 Officer T. Anderson (left) speaks with Cross City Vice Mayor Jovanté Teague 
about the plan for demonstrating the ability of Atlas to not attack, or to attack on 
command as a method for detaining fleeing suspects, while not putting the chomp on a 
person until the handler gives the command. CCPD Chief D. Sullivan (at right) listens. 
Meanwhile in the background, Atlas has his ears up as he listens, also, to the guys talk 
about what a very, very good dog he is. Vice Mayor Teague bravely wore the coat for 
training Atlas, and the vice mayor fled as he was asked to flee. There are some holes in 
that jacket and the dog has sharp teeth and a powerful bite. The exercise and 
demonstrations of Atlas’ talent for finding drugs and helping to secure suspects was 
flawless. 
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Cross City Vice Mayor Jovanté Teague lets Atlas of the CCPD demonstrate how the dog 
can help take a bite out of crime during one of the demonstrations Thursday. The dog's 
handler and partner, Officer T. Sullivan, watched closely to assure the exercise goes 
smoothly. It did. 
 

 

 

 
 
Concluding one of 
the exercises, CCPD 
K-9 Officer T. 
Anderson leans over 
as Atlas has secured 
the man pretending 
to be a fleeing 
suspect – Cross City 
Vice Mayor Jovanté 
Teague. 
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Dixie County 
Commissioner Mark 
Hatch watches the 
demonstration of 
CCPD K-9 Officer T. 
Anderson and Atlas 
as they show 
members of the 
audience that they 
can detect drugs 
and apprehend 
suspects. 
Meanwhile in the 
background, Sheriff 
Darby Butler speaks 
with an area 
resident. 
 

 
About an hour 
and a half into 
the two-hour 
event, another 
photo 
opportunity 
was created 
when seven of 
the guys were 
rounded up 
next to the 
firetruck. Seen 
here are (from 
left) Cross City 
Town 
Councilman 
Kirk 
Marhefka, 
Mayor 
Kenneth 
‘Tank’ Lee, 
State Rep. 
Charles 
Wesley "Chuck" Clemons Sr. (R-Newberry, Dist. 21), Cross City Vice Mayor Jovanté 
Teague, Town Councilman Ryan Fulford, Dixie County Sheriff Darby Butler and Cross 
City Police Chief D. Sullivan. 
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     To say that Chief Sullivan, Cross City Mayor Kenneth “Tank” Lee and the entire Town Council put 
on a great program to connect with the community on Friday evening (June 18) would be an 
understatement. 
     Joining Chief Sullivan are Cross City City Manager John Driggers, Cross City City Clerk Brenda M. 
Royal as the top city employees. 
     Everyone in the town government works as a team to provide for the safety and welfare of the 
people. With Mayor Lee, are Vice Mayor Jovanté Teague and Town Council members, Angela Carter, 
Ryan Fulford and Kirk Marhefka. The Town Council sets policy, enacts local laws and represents the 
townsfolk. 
     Working as a team with one mission, the elected leaders and the city employees met the goal of 
reaching out to the community. 
     In addition to residents and visitors finding opportunities to speak with their representatives about 
matters of importance to them, the people had a good time socializing and enjoying fellowship while 
having a nice snack. In fact, many people brought home a big, heavy dessert. 
     People enjoyed perfectly cooked hotdogs and delicious sno-cones with flavor applied by the sno-
cone eater or his or her parent or guardian. Those are two of the many highlights of the two-hour 
event. From the food perspective, the hotdog buns were fresh and there was a wide assortment of 
chips as well. 
     Ice-chilled bottled water and fruit juice packets were free, plentiful and readily available to all for 
the asking. 
     And while some visitors walking into the event may have thought “slices of watermelon,” people 
went away from the event with whole watermelons. 
     About 100 people showed up in Cross City to enjoy Hotdogs At The Hall in the parklike area just 
outside, City Hall in Cross City. 
     Located at 99 N.E. 210th Ave., in Cross City, City Hall is also the home of the Cross City Police 
Department. 
     Chief Sullivan directed CCPD K-9 Officer T. Anderson and his canine partner Atlas to demonstrate 
for audience the skills this 11-month Dutch Shepherd dog has attained. Atlas is certified as a drug-
detecting dog, the chief said, And Atlas is in training to assist in the apprehension of fleeing suspects. 
     Officer Anderson and Atlas showed a 100 percent success rate in the demonstrations. The dog 
alerted to one of three boxes that had “training methamphetamine” inside. Thanks to Vice Mayor 
Teague volunteering to be the fleeing suspect, Atlas showed his mighty chomp taking down the man. 
     The demonstrations were conducted a safe distance from the crowd, and while they were 
entertaining, they served as another round of good practice for a particularly good dog and his 
partner-handler. 
     Beyond the Cross City elected representatives of the people, there were state and county leaders 
present to speak with individuals and groups at the event as well. Two groups of visitors were 
representatives from American Legion Post 383 of Old Town and the Dixie County Anti-Drug 
Coalition. 
     State Rep. Charles Wesley "Chuck" Clemons Sr. (R-Newberry, Dist. 21), who is in his third of three 
possible terms in the Florida House of Representatives, was on the scene to visit with people. 
     Dixie County Commissioner Mark Hatch (Dist. 3) came to the event and spoke with his 
constituents and anyone else who wanted to visit with him. 
     Dixie County Sheriff Darby Butler also mingled and visited with people at the gathering as he 
strives to keep his finger on the pulse of the community. 
     Not only were there opportunities to speak with elected individuals and visit with the police chief, 
police officers and other city workers, as well as enjoying free food, Chief Sullivan offered a chance for 
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people to donate to a scholarship fund the CCPD is initiating now. 
     The chief conducted a 50-50 raffle where donors could give money for a raffle ticket. The winning 
number, which was drawn at the conclusion of the event at 6 p.m., would provide the holder with 50 
percent of the funds donated during this inaugural donation drive. 
     Chief Sullivan said he plans to raise money for a scholarship to be provided to a graduating Dixie 
County High School student who is looking at a career in law enforcement. The chief said he plans to 
work with the Dixie County Education Foundation to award the first of this scholarship at the 
conclusion of the 2021-2022 school year. 
     Rather than a story, photos and video, the most concise review of this community outreach event 
would be one sentence – a good time was had by all. 


