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Dixie County residential 

construction continues 
Garbage and fire assessments may be on the horizon 

 
Before the start of the meeting Thursday night in Cross City, leaders prepare. Seen here are 

(from left) Dixie County Clerk Barbie Higginbotham, County Commissioner James Valentine, 

County Commissioner Mark Hatch, County Commission Chairman Jamie Storey, County 

Commission Vice Chairman W.C. Mills and County Commissioner Jody Stephenson. 
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     CROSS CITY – The Dixie County Board of County Commissioners on Thursday night (June 17) approved 

resolutions for property owners, approved 

a potential method to preserve records 

better and moved forward with the plan to 

auction surplus county-owned equipment. 

 

 

Three rows of chairs in the audience 

are all filled, and there were times 

on Thursday night at this meeting, 

when and where people were 

standing just outside the doorway to 

the meeting room due to a lack of 

enough seating. 
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Dixie County Manager Duane Cannon (left) and Dixie County Attorney M. Michael O’Steen 

listen to a person speaking Thursday night. 

 

 
Dixie County Building Director Leon Wright looks at documents as he goes through the 

requests from people for special exceptions and variances required for building in certain 

zoned areas of the county. 

 

     Additionally, among their many actions, the five men set the date, time and place for a public hearing related 

to special assessments for solid waste (garbage) and fire service. 
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     The five members of the Dixie County Board of County Commissioners are County Commission Chairman 

Jamie Storey (Dist. 4), County Commission Vice Chairman W.C. Mills (Dist. 2) and County Commissioner Jody 

Stephenson, Commissioner Mark Hatch (Dist. 3) and County Commissioner James Valentine. 

     Residential, business and vacant lot property owners are scheduled to be sent letters telling them about the 

planned public hearing, as well as the maximum rates of these special assessments. As of Thursday night, the 

date, time and place for the public hearing was Aug. 5, starting at 10 a.m., in the meeting room for the Dixie 

County School Board, 823 S.E. 349 Highway (Dixie County Road 349) in Old Town. 

     The reason to move that meeting away from the small meeting room for the County Commission to the big 

meeting room for the Dixie County School Board is because there is a relatively strong likelihood of many 

people showing up to speak about these possible future special assessments. 

     The current maximum special assessment would be $180 per year for residential solid waste, and the same 

rate would be for small commercial interests. Other rates would be for larger garbage customers. 

     The current maximum special assessment would be $125 per year for residential property owners for fire 

service. There are other rates for business owners and vacant lots. 

     As for the public hearings on Thursday night, the County Commission unanimously approved a requested 

special exception for Edward R. and Eloise Parrott to permit one residential vehicle in a Residential, (Mixed) 

Single Family/Mobile Home zone district. 

     The County Commission unanimously approved seven variance requests, with two of those from William 

and Kimberly Sikes, and five of those from Michael E. Driscoll. 

     The variance in all instances allows a reduction from 25 feet to 10 feet in a Planned Residential Development 

on seven lots in the River Shores at Jena subdivision. 

     Building Director Wright said these variances are on new homes. This is the first time, Wright added, when 

there were seven variances sought on new homes at one County Commission meeting. This action, he 

indicated, shows a trend toward people buying land in Dixie County and developing residences. 

     In other action that night, the County Commission unanimously agreed to a request from Dixie County Clerk 

Barbie Higginbotham to pay Kofax – a company that changes paper documents into digital records, as well as 

preserving those paper copies and creating a method for public access to documents via the Internet. 

     The single-time price is in the $140,000 range and there are federal grants to cover the cost. On a motion by 

Commissioner Stephenson, seconded by Commissioner Hatch, conditioned on grants covering the costs, the 

County Commission voted 5-0 to approve the request. The annual fee of $5,000 or so is already budgeted for 

records keeping and storage. 

     As he made his pitch for the service, a representative of Kofax told about the terrible disarray of records he 

saw in the Dixie County Clerk’s Office before Higginbotham, staff members and an independent contractor 

began to sift, sort, file and tend to duty of untangling the mess that the recently-elected county clerk found in 

January. 

     One selling point for the service by Kofax was the discovery of the DD-214 form from the United States Navy 

for a hero from Dixie County. The company spokesman got some “oos” and “aws” from the crowd as he spoke 

about saving that public record from destruction or losing the ability to find it. 

    Among the many other actions and informational matters that night, was one from Donald “Don” Savoie, the 

president-chief executive officer at Meridian Behavioral Healthcare Inc. He made a request for an increase in 

annual funds from the next budget. 

     The previous year, the county spent about $53,000 for the services of Meridian. The new request is for 

$54,067. 

     Savoie said there were 373 people from Dixie County helped through 1,900 telehealth conferences. 

     Savoie provided a lot of data about Dixie County’s residents needing help with behavioral healthcare, 

including with addiction to drugs, especially opioids. He received no “yay” or “nay” vote on his budget increase 

request. 



HardisonInk.com 
     Dixie is one of 12 counties served by Meridian Behavioral Healthcare Inc. 

     The Dixie County Commission meets the first Thursday of each month at 10 a.m. and the third Thursday of 

each month at 6 p.m. 

     The meeting Thursday night was jampacked with matters to consider and the meeting room had every seat 

filled with a person. 

     Individuals who want to be placed on the agenda for a meeting should call County Clerk Higginbotham by 4 

p.m. on the Friday preceding that coming Thursday’s meeting. The number to call is 352-498-1200. 


