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Flag Day well honored in Levy County 

 
Stephen Weins of the Levy County Maintenance and Operations Department 
cooks hotdogs and hamburgers for the lunch that was provided after the 
event. He is among the team of county workers who serve behind the scenes. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © June 15, 2021 at 11:11 p.m. 
     BRONSON – Flag Day 2021 was heralded from start to finish with respect, history, 
fellowship and sharing of information late Monday morning and into the early afternoon, 
including a wonderful lunch provided to all who wanted it. 
     The whole event was hosted by the Levy County Board of County Commissioners. 
     Before the start of the program Levy County Maintenance and Operations Department 
put up the tents, laid down the wires, connected the public address system and cooked the 
hamburgers, hotdogs and more. There was other behind-the scenes work by staff members 
of the Levy County Board of County Commissioners to make the event flawless from the 
opening prayer to the prayer for the blessing on the meal. 
     In addition to the 50-star on Old Glory, representing each state in the union, there were 
several human stars of the day. 
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From Williston Boy Scout Troop 163 there were four representatives and they 
were (from left) Dylan Byrne, a Life Scout working on Eagle, Scoutmaster 
Kevin Byrne, Assistant Scoutmaster Mike Scott and Christopher Scott, a Life 
Scout working on Eagle. 
 

 
The initial two sets of Honor Guard participants included AmVets Post 444 
Commander Stan Hoskins, AmVets Post 444 Trustee Steve Rhonomus Sr., 
AmVets Post 88 Commander Dick Traud, Dennis Owens, Jaikai Watson of 
AmVets Post 444, First Vice Commander of American Legion Post 236 Matt 
Bodmer, and Boy Scouts Dylan Byrne and Mike Scott. 
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County Commissioner Matt Brooks speaks to the crowd as a picture of the 
receptacle for old flags is shown on a graphic behind him. 
 
     County Commissioner Matt Brooks of Williston is a veteran of the United States Army. 
He served as emcee after being introduced by County Commission Vice Chairman Mike 
Joyner. Commission Chairman John Meeks was at a hurricane conference in Tallahassee. 
Commissioners Lilly Rooks and Rock Meeks were absent from the Flag Day program. 
     The program included taking down an old America flag from the old flagpole and 
putting up a new American flag on center pole of three new poles installed by the Levy 
County Maintenance and Operations Department. 
     A person facing the building, will see the American flag fly on the middle pole. The pole 
to the right will be for the State of Florida flag, and the pole on the left will be for the flag 
to honor Prisoners Of War and soldiers Missing In Action. 
     Another star of the day, beyond Commissioner Brooks, is Levy County Maintenance and 
Operations Department Director Jimmy Jones, a veteran of the United States Navy’s 
Seabees. The Naval Construction Force, better known as the Seabees, was born March 5, 
1942, to meet the Navy’s need for construction of advanced bases in combat zones in 
WWII. 
     Commissioner Brooks first spoke about the flag and Flag Day, and Director Jones share 
insight about the Seabees and some of his activity in that unit of the United States Navy. 
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Leo Flynn, 92, a veteran of World War II, attended the ceremony. Flynn was 
among the Veterans Service Officers who have served in Levy County after 
active duty in the military. 
 

 
Levy County Maintenance and Operations Department Director Jimmy Jones 
shares information about some of his duties in the United States Navy’s 
Seabees. 
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Members of the Honor Guard with the duty of taking down the old America 
flag on its last time of service include two members of AmVets Post 444, one 
member of AmVets Post 88 and one member of Boy Scout Troop 163. 
 

 
Retiring the old flag are (from left) AmVets Post Cmdr. Dick Traud, AmVets 
Post 444 Cmdr. Stan Hoskins, AmVets Post 444 Trustee Steve Rhonomus Sr. 
and Boy Scout Dylan Byrne of Post 163. 
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Both sets of Honor Guards are seen here. 
 

 
Raising the American flag for the first time on its new pole are Jaikai Watson 
of AmVets Post 444, American Legion Post First Vice Commander Matt 
Bodmer and Dennis Owens. 
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     There were several people representing various veterans’ groups, including AmVets 
Post 444 of Williston, AmVets Post 88 or Bronson and American Legion Post 236 of 
Bronson. Joining them in taking down the old American flag and putting up the new flag 
were representatives of Boy Scout Troop 163 of Williston. 
     As he opened the program, Commissioner Brooks said the County Commission is 
pleased with the government center that was built from the former Bronson High School. 
It houses the Tax Collector’s Office and the County Commission Office and meeting area. 
     Brooks announced the placement of official flag retirement centers, where people can 
put old America flags, which will then be properly retired. There was a flag retirement 
ceremony that evening at American Legion Post 236. That ceremony includes the final 
destruction of that old flags by burning them. 
     Faded, worn or torn American flags can now be disposed of at the Levy County 
Courthouse or the Levy County Government Center (which is also known as the Annex, 
and the old Bronson High School). 
TO READ A STORY ABOUT AMERICAN LEGION POST 236 HAVING A FLAG 
RETIREMENT PROGRAM, CLICK HERE. 
     American Legion Post 236, AmVets Post 444 and AmVets Post 88 are among the places 
where American flags can be taken when they are no longer able to be used, and those 
veterans’ groups will dispose of them with proper dignity. 
     Commission Brooks noted his appreciation for everyone showing up for the program, 
including Sheriff Bobby McCallum, Tax Collector Michelle Langford, Property Appraiser 
Danny Shipp, Levy County Superintendent of Schools Chris Cowart, State Rep. Joe 
Harding (R-Williston, Dist. 22), Veterans Services Officer Robert Lowyns. 
     Brooks also recognized Leo Flynn, 92, a veteran of World War II when he served on 
submarines. Flynn joined in 1945 the day after he turned 17, and he stayed in the United 
States Navy for 30 years until he retired in 1975 at the rank of E-6 (Petty Officer First 
Class). Flynn served as the Levy County Veterans Service Officer for more than 10 years. 
     Brooks thanked other members of the county staff before again mentioning Levy 
County Maintenance and Operations Department Director Jones, whose team made the 
government complex look so well when they refurbished it with offices to serve the 
county’s residents and visitors. 
     June 14 was initially established as Flag Day by President Woodrow Wilson Flag Day in 
1916, according to the Library of Congress. 
     Brooks told the audience that there were millions of other Americans celebrating the 
day – Flag Day on Monday (June 14). 
     The vision of American democracy and freedom is represented by the flag, Brooks said. 
Men and women have fought, killed and died all over the world to preserve America from 
tyranny. 
     He said he is certain everyone within hearing range of his voice is happy and grateful for 
the opportunities provided for the people of the United States of America. 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2020/06/6-13-20-carwash-at-american-legion-post-236-precedes-scheduled-flag-retirement-program-on-flag-day.pdf
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     Brooks said he was happy to see children in the group. He challenged all of the adults 
who were listening to try to teach and inspire the next generation to have the pride and 
honor, to appreciate “Our Grand Old Flag.” 
     Commissioner Brooks introduced his friend and fellow veteran, is Levy County 
Maintenance and Operations Department Director Jones. The county commissioner noted 
it was Jones’ staff who installed the poles, as well as building and maintaining all the 
property that County Commission serves as stewards for. 
     Jones does not know the word “quit,” Brooks said, and when he is tasked with anything, 
Jones rolls up his sleeves and is right there with his team to get it done. 
     Brooks told about Jones as a member of the Seabees was one of those people who goes 
ahead in the battles to clear paths and build infrastructure to make other soldiers, sailors 
and airmen to be safer from the enemy than without that support. 
     When Jones took the podium, he said he is thankful to be able to speak to the young 
people about what the flag is all about. 
     “I’ve been on the battlefield,” Jones said, “as some of these (other veterans) out here 
have been. It just means a lot more for you to experience it than for these young ones to 
see it.” 
     Jones said he graduated from Bronson High School in 1990, the very structure that he 
and his team refurbished to make into the new government complex. Jones married his 
high school sweetheart – who is Tammy Jones, Levy County Supervisor of Elections. 
     He went into conflicts in Iraq and Somalia. 
     And so, on Flag Day 2021, to have the opportunity to honor the flag and what it 
represents – for freedom all over the world, Jones said, makes him glad. 
     Jones joined the United States Navy in 1990, and his last duty station was in 2011. That 
is when he spent almost 15 months in North Africa. 
     During the pre-briefings before deployment, Jones heard that when people see the 
America flag coming, they know everything is going to get better. 
     The forward operating bases built by the Seabees, and the infrastructure they provided 
for those countries – in war-torn areas provides a unique opportunity for the Seabees to 
represent the United States of America. To have the ceremony in Bronson on Flag Day 
2021, in front of the high school from whence Jones graduated, he is very happy. 
     Even if the general public did not get enough notice, and even if a half-dozen people 
showed up, that would be enough for Jones, he said. 
     To see the turnout on Monday, of all the elected officials and everyone else when they 
all have busy schedules is very humbling, Jones said. 
     Jones told about his time in the Seabees. One of his tours of duty was on the 
Presidential Detail. In that position, he was responsible for the infrastructure required by 
President George Herbert Walker Bush during part of Bush’s term of office (1989-1993). 
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The American flag flies on the new pole with an eagle on top. The pole on the left will be 
for the POW/MIA flag and the pole on the right will be for the State of Florida flag. 
 

 
Some of the many people who came to the event are seen here. Some had to leave 
before this photo opportunity after the program. 
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This is a sample of the types of lunch that were available. This diner chose a hotdog 
with ketchup, mustard and relish, the baked beans with hamburger in the sauce, Fritos 
Chili Cheese chips and a Coca-Cola. 
 

     The Seabees, Jones said, are the team that runs the motorcades for the President. The 
Secret Service provides security, but the Seabees take care of the equipment and drive 
many of the vehicles, Jones said. 
     Seabees are responsible for taking care of The White House and Camp David, Jones 
added. 
     When Jones was picked for Camp David duty, he had to call his wife and tell her that 
while he thought they would be going to Alaska, instead they were going to Camp David in 
Maryland. 
     Jones spent two years at the Camp David duty station as part of the Seabees team with 
President Bush, he said. There were times when he was on the Honor Guard, Jones said, 
while at Camp David. And he considers it an honor to have been able to serve in that 
manner. 
     There were two honor guards at the ceremony in Bronson. One team took down the old 
flag. One team put up the new flag. 
     After the ceremony, Rep. Harding said the prayer to bless the food for lunch. There 
were hotdogs and hamburgers, a wide variety of chips and soft drinks. There was 
homemade baked beans with hamburger meat cooked in. 
     The lunch was a wonderful dessert for the ceremony conducted in Levy County on Flag 
Day to have as a commencement ceremony for the new flagpole at the government 
complex that was formerly Bronson High School. 


