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Dixie County resolves to accommodate 

solar farm placement 
Commission meetings moving back to Cross City 

 
Tammi Clyatt of the Dixie County Building and Zoning Department reads on 

Thursday (May 6) the resolution regarding solar farms in Dixie County as a special 

exception for placement on property with several different zoning designations. 

This was the second reading and final for the resolution and the first reading for 

the ordinance. The second reading of the ordinance is slated for the May 20 

meeting that starts at 6 p.m. in the meeting room of the Dixie County School Board 

in Old Town. However, starting with the June 3 meeting, the County Commission 

is returning to its meeting room in the Dixie County Courthouse in Cross City. 
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     OLD TOWN – The Dixie County Board of County Commissioners, while serving as the Dixie 

County Planning and Zoning Board, on Thursday (May 6) unanimously adopted a 

recommendation in a resolution to themselves, who would then be sitting as the County 

Commission, to approve an amendment to the Dixie County Land Development Regulations 

(LDR). 

     The change in the text of the LDR adds a definition of “solar farm” and “solar energy system,” 

as well as noting the special exception in that regard within the following zoning districts – 

Environmentally Sensitive Areas; Agricultural Zoning District; Rural Residential Zoning 

District; Residential (Conventional) Single Family Zoning District; Residential, (Mixed) Single 

Family/Mobile Home Zoning District; Residential, Mobile Home Zoning District; Industrial, 

Light Warehousing Zoning District; and Industrial Zoning District. 

     This was the second and final reading and approval required for that resolution. 
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     The first reading of the ordinance amending the LDR was heard Thursday. That first reading 

will be followed by a second reading. The second reading of the ordinance is slated for the May 

20 meeting of the County Commission that starts at 6 p.m. in the meeting room of the Dixie 

County School Board in Old Town. 

     People who want to attend County Commission meetings will want to know that starting with 

the June 3 meeting, the Dixie County Board of County Commissioners is returning to its 

meeting room in the Dixie County Courthouse in Cross City. 

     The Dixie County Commission had been meeting where the School Board meets to allow for 

space between people in the audience, to reduce the potential of spreading COVID-19. 

     Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis suspended local COVID-19 emergency orders Monday (May 3), 

and he signed a proposal for lawmakers’ approved last week that limits the government's ability 

to impose mask requirements and other social distancing measures used in response to the 

global COVID-19 pandemic. 

     The Florida governor’s suspension of emergency orders for local public health, however, does 

not change the advice from the doctors at the United States Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC) or the Florida Department of Health (FDOH). 

     The CDC and FDOH recommend people get vaccinated against COVID-19. Both groups still 

advise people to wear facemasks indoors or when they are in large groups outdoors, like at 

concerts and festivals. 

     The governor’s suspension of all local COVID-19 emergency orders met with resistance in 

some communities, while others accepted it. 

     The governor issued the executive order Monday, despite the state, at that time, having only 

28.27 percent of the population fully vaccinated, according to Johns Hopkins COVID-19 data. 

     DeSantis signed Florida Senate Bill 2006, which was passed by a majority of the members of 

the Legislature last week. It becomes effective July 1. The new law forces local government 

emergency orders to expire after seven days, and they can only be extended for up to 42 days. 

The law allows the governor to singlehandedly invalidate any local emergency order as well. 

     Despite his Monday (May 3) orders, businesses can still mandate patrons wear masks and 

practice social distancing, and the order does not apply to schools, according to records. 

     In Dixie County as of May 5, according to FDOH records, there have been 3,805 people 

vaccinated against COVID-19. In Gilchrist County as of May 5, according to the FDOH, there 

have been 3,905 people vaccinated against COVID-19. In Levy County as of May 5, according to 

the FDOH, there have been 11,216 people vaccinated against COVID-19. by COVID-19. 


