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People aided with housing needs 

 
David Fox of Fred Fox Enterprises Inc. speaks with Gilchrist County 

Commissioners regarding rehabilitating or replacing certain residences in the 

county with funding from a Community Development Block Grant. 
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     GILCHRIST COUNTY – David Fox of Fred Fox Enterprises Inc. led Gilchrist County 

Commissioners on Monday (May 3) to move forward with helping people improve their 

residential structures. 

     A $750 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funded by the Department of Housing 

and Urban Development and managed by the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity is 

being utilized by Gilchrist County. 

     This CDBG is in the Housing Rehabilitation Category to repair or replace a minimum of 11 

low to moderate income owner-occupied homes located in the unincorporated part of Gilchrist 

County, according to records. 

     The CDBG Program requires that all code violations, health and safety items, and Section 8 

Housing Standards be addressed on all homes where CDBG funds will be utilized. 

     Fox presented a ranking of several residential structures that met all requirements, as 

determined by the supervisory task force for this CDBG. 

     By a unanimous vote of the County Commission, the ranking presented by Fox was accepted. 

Regarding the first three applications, the County Commission voted as Fox recommended to 

approve one and deny two. 

     A structure in the Bell area was approved for demolition and construction with a cost of 
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$102,700. The new concrete block home will include two bedrooms and one bathroom with 900 

square-feet. 

     The first two refurbishing projects were too far above the anticipated budget amount to fix 

them. Fox said lumber costs have skyrocketed recently. There is a potential to try to reduce the 

level of rehabilitation to potentially be able to help those ranked applicants. 

     Meanwhile, Fred Fox Enterprises Inc. is continuing in its role to administer the $750,000 

CDBG for housing rehabilitation in Gilchrist County as it moves forward with this project. 


