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Government helps tree business 

reduce huge wooden eyesore 

 
Gilchrist County Manager Bobby Crosby (foreground) and County Attorney David 

M. Lang Jr. provide input for consideration by the Gilchrist County Board of 

County Commissioners on Monday (May 3). Photos from the Gilchrist County 

Commission meeting may appear to be of a lower quality than normal due to a 

prohibition against the use of flash photography, and with relative dim lighting in 

the meeting room. County Manager Crosby said camera flashes may trigger 

epileptic seizures. 

 

Story and Photo 

By Jeff M. Hardison © May 4, 2021 at 3:11 p.m. 

     TRENTON – By a 4-0 vote, the Gilchrist County Commission on Monday night (May 3) 

helped a property owner reduce a small mountain range of wood debris. 

     Meanwhile, neighbors on three sides of the property are going to be tolerating more noise 

than normal on Mondays through Thursdays from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. for four months. 

     On approximately 9.6 acres located at 1389 N.E. State Road 47, north of Trenton, a high-

powered diesel-fueled grinder is going to be converting chopped trees into wood chips. 

      A request by Carla L. Shivers, as owner and applicant, for a Special Use Permit for a 

"Grinder" under the land development regulations category of "Sawmill or Planing Mill” in an A-

2 land use district was granted after a thorough discussion. 

     County Commission Chair Sharon A. Langford abstained from voting due to a potential 

conflict, and she will file papers to explain her reason, as required by Florida law. 

     Tommy McDonald of Top Tier Tree Specialist said he is the fiancé of Shivers and he spoke on 

her behalf during the quasi-judicial hearing regarding this matter. An unanticipated level of 

success with the tree business, McDonald said, resulted in the very tall pile of tree debris on the 

property. 

     He spoke with the Florida Forest Service about methods to get rid of the wood. An incinerator 

and curtain are expensive, he said, and it would result in smoke and ash for his neighbors. 

Instead, by using a grinder, McDonald can create wood chips for Gainesville Regional Utilities 
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and for a mulch-selling company. 

    County Attorney David M. Lang Jr. recommend for denial of the request. 

     The proposed use is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and Land Development Code, 

Lang said. All of the property subject to the application for a Special Use Permit is in Agriculture 

usage, and is presently used as residential homestead with improvements as shown by the 

Gilchrist County Property Appraiser’s Office. 

     Without additional information provided by the applicant as to the noise or decibel levels of 

the proposed equipment to be used on site, Lang said, staff cannot determine the impact of 

noise that will be produced from the requested use. 

     Therefore, he continued, the effect on the surrounding neighborhood and other properties in 

the area is unknown. 

     County Commissioner Bill Martin said he has seen a stump grinder in action before and it is 

noisy, as well as putting out sawdust. 

     Given the small size of the parcel at only 9.60 acres, more or less, Lang said, it would seem 

that from the nature of the requested use, a certain amount of noise will be carried over onto 

other real property in the area, the extent of which may have an adverse effect on other property 

owners in the area. 

     The property to the west of the subject property is big and not inhabited, according to 

records. The north, east and south sides of the Shivers’ property have homesteaded land with 

residents, according to record. 

     One neighbor attended the meeting and said they are happy to see a plan to get rid of the 

giant pile of tree debris, however the noise is a concern. 

     County Manager Bobby Crosby suggested the Monday through Thursday half-day workdays 

as an option, after the County Commission first voted to deny the request. McDonald said he can 

work within the time limits set. 

     McDonald was told in no uncertain terms that he is to bring in no new wood debris, and if he 

violates the hours set by the County Commission, it may revoke the Special Use Permit (SUP) 

for the grinder. 

     McDonald said there is a new area of land purchased in Gilchrist County that will be bigger 

and far enough away where no neighbors will be affected by the tree-grinding operation. He said 

he intends to return to the County Commission to seek a different SUP for that grinder in the 

future. 


