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Gilchrist County 4-H to get new van 

 
Gilchrist County Extension Director Jessica Altum Cooper speaks with the 

Gilchrist County Commission on Monday evening (May 3) about the need for a new 

van to transport 4-H members. 
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     GILCHRIST COUNTY -- Gilchrist County Extension Director Jessica Altum Cooper 

succeeded Monday evening (May 3) in convincing the County Commission members about the 

need for a new van to transport 4-H members. 

     In Gilchrist County, Cooper is also the 4-H agent as well as being the coach for the livestock 

judging team. The Gilchrist County 4-H program serves children ages 5-to-18 years old, through 

community clubs, summer camps and school enrichment programs. 

     Almost half of the van cost was covered by a UF/IFAS Extension grant, that was combined 

with fundraising by the Gilchrist County 4-H. 

     The $15,350 provided by the University of Florida’s Institute of Food and Agricultural 

Sciences Extension, which is from the grant and fundraising, toward the purchase of the 15-

passenger van helped Cooper make her case. 

     The $33,100 2021 Ford Transit Passenger Van will be bought from Duval Ford through a 

state contract. Gilchrist County will contribute $17,750 toward the purchase. County Manager 

Bobby Crosby reminded the County Commission members that while UF/IFAS Extension is 

contributing to the purchase, this van will be County Commission property. 

     There were some finer points about dates for logging the purchase. County Clerk Todd 
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Newton and his staff will follow the law. 

     As for the County Commission budget, this unanticipated cost will come from the General 

Fund part of the budget. It was noted, too, however, that Gilchrist County Extension is below its 

percentage of spending its budgeted funds for this point in the year. 

     The state budget year is July 1 through June 30. The county budget year is Oct. 1 through 

Sept. 30. 

     This new van replaces the 2003 model that has broken down before on trips, County Manager 

Crosby said during part of his speech where he recommended approval of the purchase. 

     For many of the 4-H activities, Director Cooper said, the county transports the participants. 

The purchase of this van will provide a safer alternative for traveling with 4-Hers due to its 

added safety features, added ventilation with more windows, and easier sanitation and cleaning 

with the vinyl seats and WeatherTech flooring. 

     The van can serve other purposes, too, she added, including taking visiting dignitaries on 

visits to farms. 

     Extension Director Cooper provided the Gilchrist County Commission with a report on the 

benefits of Extension and 4-H in the county. 

     She mentioned, too, that six high school students from Gilchrist County are potentially 

having the opportunity to go to Missouri in October. Four of the six qualified at the state level 

for livestock judging to compete at the national level. 

     Director-Agent-Coach Cooper said the six have competed together through the state level, 

and so while four qualified for the national competition, all six will have the opportunity to go to 

Kansas City in October. 

     With the ever-evolving issues from the global COVID-19 pandemic, Cooper said, she is noting 

now that they may have the opportunity. The University of Florida ultimately will decide about 

whether the 4-Hers can take that trip in October. 

     Progress in the effort against the virus in the United States, though, does show promise so far. 

     If the students go to the national competition, as currently seems probable, Cooper said, there 

will be two adults in the van.  


