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Memorial wall dedicated 

 
Cutting the ribbon are Ernest A. Haile Memorial Wall Committee Treasurer Robert 
Williams and Malcom Haile Sr. Joining in this moment are Malcom Haile Jr., and 
Ernest A. Haile Memorial Wall Committee Chair Alice Monyei, Vice Chair Johnnie 
Phillips, Second Treasurer Jerry Battles, and Chiefland City Commission members 
Lance Hayes and Norman Weaver. 
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     CHIEFLAND – While the Chiefland May Day 2020 celebration was small due to the global 
COVID-19 pandemic, the Chiefland May Day 2021 was a resounding success. 
 
 
 

 

In this video, which can be 
seen by clicking on 
the photo at right, the 
ribbon is cut to dedicate the 
Ernest A. Haile Memorial 
Wall. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ixT9aHJcWrg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ixT9aHJcWrg
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Jeff and Sharon Hardison, and HardisonInk.com, were presented with a brick as a gift. 
The four lines on a brick cost $40. Plenty of bricks are available to place messages on. 
 

 
Ernest A. Haile Jr. is memorialized on this wall. Vandals within the past couple of 
months defaced the monument, however it is restored now. 
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Alice Monyei and Chiefland Mayor Chris Jones pause for a moment together near the 
memorial wall before the start of the event. Sometimes, they disagree about some 
things. Monyei said Jones has called her ‘feisty’ and that is better than some other 
terms. 
 

 
This is the plaque as it was when the wall was first dedicated last year. The rectangle 
below it, with no letters now, a year ago said that to purchase a $40 brick, individuals 
could contact committee members by calling Chiefland City Hall. That has since been 
scrubbed off. 
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Ernest A. Haile’s grandson Malcolm Haile Jr. (left) and Ernest A. Haile’s son Malcolm 
Haile Sr. were recognized during the event. 
 

 
Johnnie Phillips accepts a framed certificate from Malcolm Haile Sr. 
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Johnnie Phillips shows the Certificate of Excellence she was awarded for her work on 
the committee. 
 

 
Malcom Haile Sr. (left) gives Robert Williams a Certificate of Excellence his work on 
the committee. 
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Jerry Battles (left) shakes hands with Malcom Haile Sr. after receiving a Certificate of 
Excellence for his work on the committee. 
 

 
Alice Monyei accepts her Certificate of Excellence for his work on the committee. 
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Standing with their Certificates of Excellence (from left) are Jerry Battles, Johnnie 
Phillips, Alice Monyei, Robert Williams and holding the one for Bennie Goldwire is 
Malcom Haile Sr. 
 

 
Vicki Larkins holds a framed certificate of appreciation presented to her by Alice 
Monyei. Larkins was said to be instrumental in getting things done to make the 2021 
May Day a resounding success. 

     Among the themes running through the day were that love conquers hate - again; it’s time to 
celebrate and have a good time; and we are all family. 
     May Day is an annual event that has been happening in Chiefland at Eddie Buie Park for many 
years. 
     This year, it was ramped up a bit more than usual with the second dedication of the Ernest A. Haile 
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Memorial Wall. 
 

 
Memorial Wall Dedication 
     The Ernest A. Haile Memorial Wall Committee -- comprised of Chair Alice Monyei, Vice Chair 
Johnnie Phillips, Treasurer Robert Williams and Second Treasurer Jerry Battles -- were the core 
group who brought the 2021 Chiefland May Day event together. 
     There were many other significant contributors to the food, music, fun, celebrations and 
recognition. 
     Ernest Albert Haile Jr. (Nov. 16, 1922 - March 7, 2014) was 91 when he died seven years ago, but 
his mark on Chiefland and Levy County perseveres still. 
     On Saturday, Committee Chair Monyei said the program regarding the dedication of the memorial 
wall was to honor Ernest A. Haile Jr., a principal at Chiefland Junior High School. 
     Eddie Buie Park is the place where CJHS once existed. 
     The school for African American children, Monyei said, was burned down at some point after 1968. 
     With the burning of the school, Monyei said, all of the CJHS history went up in those flames – lost 
except for the verbal stories carried forward by survivors and their ancestors. 
     After the death of CJHS Principal Ernest A. Haile Jr. in 2014, Monyei said she felt moved to create 
a memorial for the man who had dedicated his life to education and to the people in the Chiefland 
community. 
     In 2018, the committee formed to discuss ideas to honor this great man, who left a wonderful 
legacy. The first meeting as a full-fledged committee was in January of 2019, Monyei said. 
     An artist created a drawing of what the committee wanted. The late Jay Young was selected as the 
builder. He passed away before the first brick was laid. 
     While Young did not build the wall, as he had built the Sesquicentennial (15oth Anniversary) Wall 
for Chiefland, in front of the Tri-County Community Resource Center (formerly the Building 
Department) in downtown Chiefland, he was active in the committee meetings and is listed “In 
Loving Memory” on the plaque for the wall’s dedication. 
     Young’s protégé Bennie Goldwire, “stepped up, stepped in, and built the wall for us,” Monyei said. 
     The wall includes memorial bricks with up to four lines to leave a message for posterity to honor 
Haile and the memory of him. There are still bricks available for purchase for $40 each, and to have 
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an engraved brick on the wall, a person need only contact a member of the Ernest A. Haile Memorial 
Wall Committee, Monyei said. 
     Monyei referred to the “soft dedication” of the wall in 2020, which was limited from the global 
COVID-19 pandemic, adding that the “big dedication” came to fruition on Saturday. 
     As she opened the program, Monyei had the audience recognize the presence of Chiefland Mayor 
Chris Jones, Chiefland Vice Mayor Norman Weaver, Chiefland City Commissioner Lance Hayes and 
Gussie, Boatright, the chair of the Levy County Democratic Party. 
     People could register to vote at the May Day event. Another added benefit was the Florida Division 
of Emergency Management providing an opportunity for free vaccinations against COVID-19. 
     Mayor Jones spoke about his memories of Haile as principal at Chiefland High School. Jones said 
he had occasion to be in the principal’s office. Jones’ mother – Doris H. Jones -- was among the 
teachers he knew. 
     Jones remembered fondly that Haile was a musician and had pianos in his residence, which Jones 
visited. Jones said as a musician himself, first playing saxophone and then becoming a guitarist, he 
felt that bond with the older gentleman. On those occasions where Haile taught Jones a chord or a 
method of making music, if Jones did not remember it, “He (Haile) would chew you out, but always in 
a nice manner.” 
     Jones said he learned to take pride in his workmanship from being exposed to Haile, Young and 
other adults back then. With Jones’ mother being a teacher, when he did get in trouble at school, he 
was disciplined at school, but also at home. 
     Jones said he and Robert Thompson spent some time in the principal’s office when he was in the 
seventh grade in the early 1980s. 
     When Ernest A. Haile Memorial Wall Treasurer Robert Williams spoke to the group, he opened his 
part of the program by thanking Rodney Thomas of New Beginnings Entertainment who provided the 
music for the day of festivities. 
     “Today is about family,” Williams said. “It’s not just about you and me, or if we were related. It’s 
about family and the things families do in love and fellowship.” 
     Williams expressed his thanks to God for all that He has done, is doing and will do. He thanked the 
various dignitaries present for making this event part of their day too. 
     Williams addressed the terrible action done against the monument recent. Some person or group 
tried to deface it. 
     That ignorant expression of hatred by those vandals, Williams said, “… or just stupidity in their 
hearts” that scarred the monument are nothing compared to the scars and pain seen by the people 
recognized on the wall, and what they went through decades ago. 
     While all the memories of Haile or even the school that once stood there have been pleasant, 
Williams said, but regardless of that, the memories have impacted many people in a special way. 
     “For most of you,” Williams said, “he was a principal, an educator, and a loyal church member. For 
some, he was a friend, a confidant, a great neighbor. For me, he was a father that I always wanted.” 
     Williams said that from knowing Haile, he came to meet Malcolm Haile Sr., whom he sees as a 
brother, and Malcolm Haile Jr., whom he sees as a nephew. “And I love you guys,” Williams said to 
his “family” members. 
     Through love and respect, Williams said, all people are made into one family. 
     As a people, Williams said, the Chiefland community can make things happen if they want to. 
     Williams urged listeners to work with one another as they go forward with love, and acceptance to 
assure that children and children’s children will go on to seek higher education, “and become pioneers 
in their time in a positive way.” 
     This wall serves as a mirror, Williams said. And he hopes as people look and find names, they will 
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feel joy. This wall, he continued, reflects the best in people. 
     “Each brick is a brick of love,” Williams said. “No number of wreaths, no amount of music, and 
memorializing will ever do justice for what happened here many, many years ago with the burning of 
the school. 
     “But it is good for us that we honor Mr. Haile,” Williams said, “and the work of those staff members 
and students who attended here.” 
     Williams said that he hopes this memorial wall will help ease the hunger for healing. 
     “Through God,” he said, “we can show this community what love and dedication is all about. As we 
prepare to cut the ribbon (to dedicate the wall), let us pray that God will cut the hate, and the division, 
and the distrust that many carry in their hearts. 
     “And open the path of love and understanding that God has shown us,” he continued. “We dedicate 
this wall to the community and the families that have shown us their support. As we cut the ribbon, let 
us cut a path for the redevelopment of south Chiefland – employment opportunities in south 
Chiefland. And from Park Avenue south, let it be a neighborhood of warmth to come to – and to be 
well loved and respected.” 
     Williams said people who grew up during the American Civil Rights Movement know what it felt 
like. 
     “I was one of those kids,” Williams said, “that came up and was hosed during that time.” 
     He is referring to being shot with a high-powered fire house for standing up for equal rights. 
     Meanwhile, he added, there were many other people supporting the movement for equal rights for 
all people in America back then. 
     “We’ve got to find that in the bottom of our hearts and stop being misled by too many tongues,” 
Williams said,” and walk forward to make things happen for the better.” 
     Williams said in 1996, when he was sent to Chiefland, he did not expect to be on a stage in 2021 
speaking to people during the dedication of a wall to a fine educator. At that time, he said, there were 
people who would walk out of Buie Park to the street to sell illegal drugs. 
     “Now we are here with our families,” Williams said, “enjoying the park. No one would come down 
this road before, because of the activity. It was not a nice place.” 
     Williams said he is thankful to see the progress that has been made, as he said he hopes everyone 
enjoys the festivities of the day. 
     After the ribbon-cutting, Malcolm Haile Sr. spoke to the audience. He said he is glad to see the 
impact his father had on the community brought forth such a positive result. 
     He presented Certificates of Excellence to Ernest A. Haile Memorial Wall Committee Chair Alice 
Monyei, Vice Chair Johnnie Phillips, Second Treasurer Jerry Battles, and his “brother” to Ernest A. 
Haile Memorial Wall Committee Treasurer Robert Williams. 
     Chair Monyei then presented Vicki Larkins with a certificate because she put in countless hours to 
make Chiefland May Day 2021 succeed. 
     To read the exclusively first-published story and photos about the Ernest A. Haile Memorial Wall 
“soft dedication” from 2020 -- click HERE. 

 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2020/05/5-30-20-memorial-wall-unveiled-at-eddie-buie-park-ernest-a.-haile-jr.-memorialized.pdf

