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CJHS reunion enlivens Eddie Buie Park 

 
Eddie Jean Williams shares information from what she knows from the days of CJHS. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © May 30, 2021 at 3:11 p.m. 
     CHIEFLAND – The dedication of the Ernest A. Haile Memorial Wall provided an opportunity 
during Chiefland May Day 2021 for another activity – the reunion and recognition of people involved 
with Chiefland Junior High School. 

 
Johnnie Lee Phillips holds 
her own certificate of 
appreciation for being a 
CJHS teacher’s aide. 
 
     Johnnie Phillips, a member 
of the Ernest A. Haile 
Memorial Wall Committee 
and a Chiefland Jr. High 
School alum, not only 
remembered the song about 
CJHS, but she sang it during 
the start of ceremonies for the 
day. 
     After 60-plus years, she 
remembers the song. CJHS 
burned to the ground in the 
late 1960s. It was an all-black 
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school. Those students then were sent to the school in Williston, where classrooms became crowded. 
The lyrics of the song follow: 
Chiefland Junior High we pledge our love 
Our loyalty and service are true 
Of these to thee, we give willingly 
Showing the world the way to be 
We’ll ever pledge our love to thee 
God bless our school, Chiefland Junior High. 
      The Ernest A. Haile Memorial Wall Committee presented certificates to surviving relatives of 
CJHS principals, teachers, cafeteria staff and transportation. 
     Haile was the longest-serving of the three principals of CJHS. 
     The other two were Jackson Crawford, the first principal of Chiefland Jr. High School – when it 
first opened in the 1940s (or before, since all records are gone from it ever existing), and Marblee 
Seabrook, another principal of CJHS. Like many who were administrators, teachers or support staff, 
the late Julia Haile, Ernest Haile’s wife, was a teacher at CJHS. 
     Like Mr. Haile, Mrs. Haile was a person who showed love, respect and grace to all people. 
 

 
There were two CJHS Queens present Saturday. Seen here are Irma Phillips-Maxwell 
and Carolyn (Hill) Cohens. 
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Jerry Battles speaks to the audience. 
 

 
Here are the CJHS students who stood for a group picture Saturday at Eddie Buie Park 
in Chiefland. 
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Alice Monyei holds the first certificate to be given away to surviving family members. 
Jackson Crawford was the first principal of Chiefland Jr. High School. 
 

 
Carolyn Cohens holds the certificate of Marblee Seabrook, another principal of 
Chiefland Jr. High School. 
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Tan Williams holds the certificate for Julia Haile, Ernest Haile’s wife and a teacher at 
Chiefland Jr. High School. 
 

 
Jerry Battles Jr., a relative of Jessie Battles, a teacher at Chiefland Jr. High School, 
holds the certificate honoring that staff member. 
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Eddie Jean Williams holds certificates of appreciation for her relatives Teacher and 
Coach Richard Williams and Teacher Caretha B. Nelson. She was a teacher’s aide at 
CJHS too. 
 

 
Minnie Hayes holds certificates of appreciation for two of her relatives who were both 
teachers at CJHS – Minnie Wheeler and Ida Mae Wheeler. 
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Lashon Scott holds a certificate of appreciation honoring her mother Eve Lena W. 
Scott, one of the cafeteria workers. 
 
 
Lashon Scott 
holds a certificate 
of appreciation 
honoring her 
aunt Virginia 
Norris Scott, a 
teacher’s aide at 
CJHS. (Another 
aunt who worked 
at CJHS was the 
secretary of the 
school – Dorothy 
Scott.) 
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Latosha Timmons holds a certificate of appreciation for Mary Blake of the Cafeteria 
Staff. 
 

 
Irma Phillips-Maxwell holds certificates of appreciation for Victoria Littles and the 
Rev. John Phillips, both in the Transportation Staff. 
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Rose Roberts-Butler holds a certificate of appreciation honoring Ben Roberts of the 
Transportation Department for CJHS. 
 
 
     During the program, Monyei asked for input from people if she overlooked any people who 
formerly helped mold the youth by their service at CJHS. 

CJHS HISTORY 
     Eddie Jean Williams is among those people who shared memories from the days of CJHS. She was 
among the teachers’ aides at CJHS back then. She later went on the University of Florida to earn a 
degree and continued in the teaching profession. 
     Williams is from the Buie family, for whom the park was named. 
     She expressed her gratitude for the efforts of the committee to honor Haile. 
     In 1943, CJHS went from grades one through nine but it was not located where it came to be built 
later – on the site where the celebration was on Saturday, Williams said. At that time, the principal 
was Victoria Battles. 
     Also in 1943, there was a school in Chiefland called Union School, Williams said. The first school 
was located where Mount Baptist Church is, she said, and where the Community Action Agency is 
now. 
     In the early 1940s, there was not room to teach all of the children in one place in Chiefland due to a 
lack of space, Williams said, and so two churches were also used. 
     As the years passed, Williams said, the new CJHS was built on the site where Eddie Buie Park is 
now. 
     When the school was burned, “All we could do was stand, look and cry,” Williams said. 
     Principal Haile, teachers, staff and students went to another location. Williams said she continued 
to work as a teacher’s aide for one more year after that fire. 
     Then, at the insistence of Principal Haile and her husband, she went to the University of Florida to 
earn her degree in teaching. 
     “Mr. Haile said, ‘You can do it,’” Williams said. “I tried it. I did it. I taught 28 years after that.” 
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     Williams invited people to look at the pictures she brought with her from 1946 to 1964. 
     Williams said to share memories with each other as they enjoy the day. She told the audience that 
she remembers her first grade teacher, who was from Marion County. And her name was Miss Willie 
Mae Crawford. 
     Williams said many people are gone now from her days as a teacher’s aide at CJHS, and some may 
be forgotten. However, with the impact Haile had on people’s lives, the memory of him will continue. 
     The CJHS alumni present Saturday enjoyed sharing memories of bygone days with one another. 
     The whole list of former principals, teachers and staff is shown below: 
Jackson Crawford – Principal; Marblee Seabrook – Principal; Ernest A. Haile Jr. – 
Principal; Teachers – Willie Mae Albany, Alice Anderson, Jessie Battles, Joyce Bernie, 
James Corbert, Marion Crawford, Victoria Dennis, Al Dockery, Susan Greenbaum, 
Fannie Jameson, Julia Haile, Gladys Maryweather,  Lillie Mae McIntyre, James Miller, 
Bertha Monroe, Caretha B. Nelson, John Ranson, Doretha Richardson, Benny Rogers 
(music), Herman Smith, Gary Sutton, Minnie Wheeler, Eula Lee Williams, John Albert 
Williams, and Coach Richard Williams; Cafeteria Staff – Mary Blake, Ida Bell Jones, 
Mary Flanders, Allie Mae Malone, Cherrie Lee Mitchem, Marie Mungen, and Eve Lena 
W. Scott; Transportation Staff – George “Tubbie” Foxwell, Victoria Littles, the Rev. 
John Phillips, and Ben Stevens; Raymond Allen, Jerry Battles Sr., and the Rev. U.L. 
Ulmer. 
     Jerry Battles Jr. spoke after Eddie Jean Williams, and he introduced two of the CJHS queens from 
pageants of the time. Irma Phillips Maxwell and Carolyn Cohens, whose maiden name was Hill when 
she was in junior high school were brought forward for recognition. 
     Battles said that when he left the Levy County area, he found some communities do not have as 
many close relationships with each other. In Chiefland growing up, he said, the people one would see 
every day would help each other. 
     Battles said he understood the saying “raised by a village” because people saw how everyone’ 
actions touched one another. 
     He said he could not get away with anything because the people in the community would see each 
other daily. 
     The CJHS group, Battles said, has served to be a powerful force and a key influence on the 
upcoming generations as they grow in their changing world. His generation has made changes to the 
world, the effects of which continue to evolve in a positive manner. 
     The CJHS graduates shared common experiences in a time when as teens back then “We thought 
we knew it all. We were full of optimism, rebellion and playfulness.” 
     As Battles concluded his welcome to all, he recommended checking out the various types of food 
available. Battles said he is thankful to have been a part of this project to memorialize Haile, and to 
recognize the people of CJHS. 

 


