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FWC helps people and animals 
Safe boating is no accident - Have fun and be safe 

 
(from left) FWC Officer Morgan Willis, FWC Regional Public Information Coordinator 
Karen Parker and FWC Officer Corrie Bell are seen before the launch Thursday. Parker 
is holding a tote bag from the Wildlife Alert program. Anyone who suspects a fish, 
wildlife, boating or environmental violation is asked to call 1-888-404-FWCC (3922). 
 
Story, Photos and Video 
By Jeff M. Hardison © May 28, 2021 at 10:11 a.m. 
     SUWANNEE RIVER –Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) officers help 
people and animals. 
     A four-hour boat tour Thursday (May 27) provided an opportunity to gather information reflecting 
that the state law enforcement aspect of the FWC patrols, protects and preserves. 
     The FWC patrols on land, water and in the air. It protects lives of people and animals by enforcing 
laws. It preserves the natural resources by enforcing laws for that purpose. 
     FWC Officer Morgan Willis and FWC Officer Corrie Bell helped boaters know they are within the 
mandatory minimum bounds of the law for safety by inspecting them on the water on Thursday. 
     This May 27 review of one part of this state agency started at Fowler’s Bluff Boat Ramp, a Levy 
County public launching site that is adjacent to the Treasure Camp Restaurant. It was 77 degrees 
Fahrenheit at 9:30 a.m., and a bit after landing, at 1:30 p.m. it was 89 degrees. 
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FWC Officer Corrie Bell and FWC Officer Morgan Willis launch the patrol vessel at the 
Fowler’s Bluff Public Boat Ramp. 
 
 

 
The Treasure Camp Restaurant is seen from the Suwannee River. 
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     There was a mild breeze and the humidity was relatively low. It was a perfect late spring day for 
boating on the Suwannee River. Certainly, as was proved during the review, the Sturgeons were 
jumping that day. 

Sturgeons Jump 
To see this this 6-year-old set of 
video clips, click on the 
still photo left (Provided By The 
FWC). In this short set of clips, four 
Sturgeons are seen jumping and 
one boat is seen in the same area of 
Fanning Springs on the Suwannee 
River on Monday (July 13, 2015). 
This happened within a 30-minute 
span of filming. These fish were 
also jumping on the Santa Fe River 
in 2015 and the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission 
warns people to be aware of this 
hazard. People have been severely 
injured and killed from being hit by 
Sturgeon who jump from the water 

and hit them as they are boats moving across the surface of the water. To report 
sturgeon strikes, call the Wildlife Alert Hotline at 888-404-3922 (FWCC). To start 
learning more about Sturgeon, a protected species in Florida, click HERE. 
Video By Jeff M. Hardison © July 13, 2015 
 
     Even before the boat launch, as Willis, Bell and FWC (North Central) Regional Public Information 
Coordinator Karen Parker of the Lake City FWC office were preparing, officers found a chance to help 
a man walking his dog in the Fowler’s Bluff community. 
     Gary Rawls, 66, recently moved to Fowlers Bluff from another state. He asked about the method to 
register his 1956 AristoCraft boat. Cheshire has owned this vessel, powered by a 1956 Johnson 30-
horsepower engine, since he was 
15 years old. 
 
 
Gary Rawls, 66, shows GFC 
Officer Morgan Willis his 
beautiful 1956 boat as he 
discovers how to register it in 
Florida, since he just moved 
here. The boat is not here yet, 
but Rawls intimated that he 
plans to transport it here 
soon. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TYO_1fineyg
https://myfwc.com/conservation/you-conserve/wildlife/sturgeon/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TYO_1fineyg
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Florida’s boating 
season never really 
ends, however the 
traditional start is 
marked by National 
Safe Boating Week, 
from May 22-28. The 
week is a time for 
boaters to focus on 
simple and effective 
steps that make boating 
safer. As the boating 
capital of the world, 
Florida leads the nation 
with nearly one million 
registered vessels 
across the state and is 
known as a prime 
boating spot for 
residents and visitors. 
Here are two pictures 
of a 1956 boat and 

motor that are completely restored, and 
have been owned by Gary Rawls for more 
than 50 years. These are some of the 
photos shown by Gary Rawls, who 
recently moved into the Fanning Springs 
area. He plans to register this boat in 
Florida in the relatively near 
future. (Thanks for sending these.) 
Photos Provided By Gary Rawls, Published 
2021 at 9:11 a.m. 

     He bought the boat for $250 in 1967 or so. He 
moved from south Atlanta, Georgia, to north 
Atlanta, and then found a man who was able to 
restore the boat to perfect condition in 1996. 
That man was very familiar with this make, 
model and year of boat and engine. 
     Meanwhile, Rawls found what he needed to 
know in the parking lot of the Fowler’s Bluff 
Public Boat Ramp. 
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FWC Officer Morgan Willis makes contact with a couple of boaters to begin the check of 
safety equipment, registration documents and boat markings. 
 

 
The river was very calm on the Suwannee River in the morning. 
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FWC Officer Morgan Willis writes a citation or a warning for improper display of boat 
registration numbers. The numbers belong on both the starboard and port sides. 
 

 
A boat full of happy people enjoying the day on the water in a pontoon boat rented from 
Yellow Jacket RV Resort of Dixie County are seen here. This resort is on the Suwannee 
River. (See the ad on all seven pages of HardisonInk.com.) 
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A couple who moved from St. Petersburg (Pinellas County) to the Camp Azalea 
Community (Levy County) are seen boating and fishing on the Suwannee River on 
Thursday. 
 

 
Boats are parked along the bank next to the Yellow Jacket RV Resort of Dixie County. 
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Buddy Cheshire brings in a big 
bream as the FWC approaches 
to check his boat for safety. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Buddy Cheshire, 68, a resident from the Ichetucknee area, holds a couple of the fish he 
caught Thursday. Crickets were his bait of choice. Of the people polled who were fishing 
Thursday, crickets were a first choice, with worms being the next choice for live bait. 
Lures also were in use that day on the Suwannee River, as were (perhaps) some other 
types of bait. 
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An FWC officer writes a 
number on a safe boating 
inspection decal. Boaters who 
were inspected and showed 
they had the required devices 
were given these decals to help 
FWC officers know they had 
been checked. This decal does 
not preclude another safety 
inspection, but it helps FWC 
officers know there is a better 
likelihood that this boat is 
properly equipped. 
 

 

 
The ramp leading from the floating dock to the Manatee Springs State Park is blocked. 
The sign says – ‘You may still dock your boat for emergencies only. Entry by boat is not 
permissible at this time. Please enter the park at the main park entrance on SR (State 
Road) 320 (West).’ The foursome of boaters had planned on visiting the state park but 
returned to boating on the river. 
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These three views are of the Clay 
Landing Park and Boat Ramp of 
Levy County as seen from the 
Suwannee River. 
 
     There are a few key safety concepts 
for people who are boating. First, do 
not boat while under the influence of 
alcohol or other drugs. Boating under 
the influence (BUI) is equal in fines and 
jail terms to DUI and can bring prison 
sentences if a person dies as the result 
of BUI. 
     People who are intoxicated while 
boating, and who then get into their 

vehicle with its boat trailer and boat, and then drive, can be arrested for BUI as well as DUI. Willis has 
had at least one of those cases, and the State 
Attorney’s Office successfully prosecuted 
both charges against one person. 
     Another activity where being intoxicated 
is against the law is riding on a tube or skiing 
behind a boat while intoxicated. 
     As noted in Florida Statute 327.38 “Skiing 
prohibited while intoxicated or under 
influence of drugs. -- No person shall 
manipulate any water skis, aquaplane, or 
similar device from a vessel while intoxicated 
or under the influence of any narcotic drug, 
barbiturate, or marihuana, to the extent that 
the person’s normal faculties are impaired.” 
     Boaters who use the waterways after 
sunset must have navigational lights. 

     Even a small johnboat at night needs 
lights, because other people on the water need 
to know that vessel is there. 
     Wear a life jacket. Even the best swimmer 
in the world cannot dogpaddle if he or she is 
knocked unconscious as they fall overboard. 
     Be aware of surroundings. While boating, 
or while doing anything, be aware of what is 
happening in the vicinity. 
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A personal water craft zips across the water. 
 

 
Kayakers enjoy paddling on the river. 
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One of the 
many 
boaters of 
the day are 
seen as they 
have fun and 
are safe on 
the 
Suwannee 
River. 
 
     Public 
Information 
Coordinator 
Parker said 
people all over 
Florida need to 
realize there 
has been a sudden influx of new boat owners. From 2019 through 2020, there were about 24,000 new 
boat registrations in Florida. 
     All of the boaters may not be experienced and may not have completed the mandatory safe boating 
course. Therefore, just like when on the roadways, boat drivers are reminded to watch out for what 
the other vessel operator is doing. 
     FWC officers, which some people call game wardens, are state law enforcement officers. They have 
the authority to detain and arrest people suspected of breaking any Florida laws, not just those related 
to fishing and hunting. 
     As for the quick safety inspections Thursday, boat operators and passengers were checked to assure 
there were enough life vests onboard, and that those vests were the proper size (weight rated). 
     Having a whistle, a fire extinguisher and a paper registration for the vessel were other safety items 
reviewed.  
     Not only were the officers all polite and professional Thursday, but there was a 100 percent positive 
reaction from people they checked. All of the boaters were well-mannered and friendly. 
     Officers Willis and Bell said people showing respect to one another and that they care for each 
other is the usual type of interaction they see on the waterways. 
     A very small percentage of people display ill manners when they are approached for a boat safety 
review, the officers said. 
     As well as protecting human lives and property by striving to reduce carnage from boat crashes, or 
from drowning resultant from reckless behavior, the FWC officers help preserve the natural resources 
of fish and wildlife. 
     There are laws in Florida to help keep from harvesting so many fish or wildlife of various species 
that they become extinct. 
     People who go fishing or hunting need to take time and find the regulations so they can abide by 
them. 
     One great place to visit thoroughly for boating is this website --  https://myfwc.com/boating/. 
     FWC law enforcement officers want people to have fun to the max, while being safe. Those two 
goals of having fun and being safe are not mutually exclusive. Have fun. Be safe. Bingo! 

https://myfwc.com/boating/

