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Laura Cain picked as Chiefland City Manager 

 
Laura Cain hears that she has been selected as the next city manager for Chiefland. The 
annual contract for employment in her new post is not final, however she is the heir 
apparent now as the replacement for retired City Manager Mary Ellzey. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © May 25, 2021 at 9:11 p.m. 
     CHIEFLAND – A 5-0 vote by Chiefland City Commission members on Monday night (May 24) is 
leading toward the day when acting Chiefland City Manager Laura Cain will have the title as City 
Manager Cain. 
 
With four of the 
five Chiefland City 
Commissioners 
meeting before the 
regular meeting, 
where they sat as 
the Planning 
Board, seen here 
(from left) are 
Lance Hayes, 
Chris Jones, 
Lewrissa 
Mainwaring and 
Norman Weaver. 
Rollin Hudson was absent. Acting City Manager Laura Cain prepared the paperwork for 
the leaders to see before making their recommendations to themselves for their vote on 
those matters later in the evening. 
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Sitting as the Chiefland City Commission during the regular twice-monthly meeting of 
that august body, are (from left) City Commissioner Rollin Hudson, City Commissioner 
Lance Hayes, Mayor Chris Jones, City Commissioner Lewrissa Mainwaring and City 
Commissioner Norman Weaver. 
 
     Cain and two other city workers Water and Facilities Manager Shane Keene, and Project and 
Finance Coordinator Seth Sache underwent interviews. 
     Cain was selected because she showed the most experience in handling the city budget, knowing 
how to conduct a municipal election, familiarity with planning and zoning, and having the most 
experience working with City Attorney Norm D. Fugate in relation to city ordinances. 
     Cain has been serving as acting city manager since the recent retirement of Mary Ellzey. 
     In Chiefland’s government structure, the city manager is also the de facto city clerk. Before 
becoming acting city manager, Cain was deputy city clerk. 
     Since Ellzey’s retirement, Chiefland Planning Project Coordinator Belinda Wilkerson has been 
serving as acting deputy city clerk. 
     City Commissioner Norm Weaver was the first to ask questions of all three candidates. Both Mayor 
Chris Jones and City Commissioner Rollin Hudson said they knew the three candidates well enough 
without needing to interview them beyond what Weaver, City Commissioner Lewrissa Mainwaring 
and City Commissioner Lance Hayes asked of the three applicants. 
     Cain began went to work in City Hall in 2013 from the maintenance office, where she had served. 
She became deputy city clerk in 2014. 
     When Commissioner Weaver asked Cain how she would handle if a family member or another 
person tried to influence her decision as city manager, it showed she has blood relatives who work in 
the city. Keene and Sache do not have family members working in the city government. 
     Four of Cain’s family members work for the city government, Cain said. 
     While those people are blood relatives, Cain said she considers all of the city as her family. 
     There is not one decision Cain would make to help her relatives, in contrast with any other 
employee. 
     “This is my family,” Cain said. “This is my business.” 
     If she must reprimand a family member or any other employee, it will not be different, Cain said. 
     Keene has been working in the city government for 24 years, starting first as the inmate work crew 
supervisor. He joined the United States Army after graduating Chiefland High School in 1993 and was 
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a member of the military police. 
     Although he had completed his regular service, he was called back to active duty in 1998 to serve 
during the conflict in Bosnia. 
     After that, he returned to the city to work. 
     In 1998, he became licensed as a water plant operator and then continued to progress to be water 
facilities manager. Keene also earned certification for animal control officer, including the 
requirements to euthanize animals if needed. 
     Among his other service for the residents and visitors or Chiefland, Keene served as a volunteer 
firefighter. 
     Sache spoke about his training when he was a store manager at Hibbett Sports, a leading athletic-
inspired fashion retailer. Among the things Sache shared with the City Commission was his approach 
to help fellow workers grow. 
     In the end, Cain’s varied background in city government as well her serving as acting city manager 
clinched the choice by the five elected officials. 
     All five City Commission members said they are very glad to have three people with so much talent 
and loyalty to the city, who were all willing to put their names up for consideration to be appointed to 
this post. 
     As noted, the final contract negotiations are incomplete, and the City Commission did not choose a 
runner-up from among Keene or Sache, but this choice of Cain as the next city manager in Chiefland 
is all but signed and sealed. 


