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City opens 

closed road 

 

Oz Barker asks the city on 

Monday night (May 24) to 

reopen a road he had the 

city close 24 years ago. 

Reopening the road may 

improve the ability to sell 

the property. 
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     CHIEFLAND – As a method to increase the odds of closing the sale of property owned by his family, 

Osborn “Oz” Barker of Chiefland asked the City Commission on Monday night (May 24) to open a road he had 

asked a previous City Commission to close. 

     By a 5-0 vote, after some discussion, the current City Commission agreed to undo what their predecessors 

did years ago. 

     In March of 1997, 24 years ago, Barker asked the City Commission to close Northwest 12th Drive between 

the point north of 19th Avenue and the southern point of Northwest 21st Avenue. 

     There was City Commission activity after that to block that part of that right-of-way, although it has been 

available continuously for utility service of wastewater collection pipes and potable city water pipes. 

     The discussion shows Barker needing the records to show the unpaved road is no longer closed, but it is now 

opened. 

     The motion, second and unanimous vote therefore rescinds the previous action. 

     As for road maintenance, that will be at the discretion of the City Commission if it is deemed necessary in 

the future. 

     A couple of decades ago, Barker had the city close the street due to people dumping trash and having parties 

down that street. 

     The action Monday night is simply to assure he has access to the property he plans to sell. 

OTHER ACTION 

     In other action, the City Commission unanimously voted to give the Rolling Oaks Utilities, in Beverly Hills 

(an unincorporated community and census-designated place in Citrus County), old screens and blower-motor 

parts from the Chiefland Wastewater Treatment Plant. The surplus items from Chiefland were donated because 

the city had no use for them and Rolling Oaks Utilities is able to use them. 

     In other action the City Commission unanimously adopted dates in June through September to work on the 

annual budget. 


