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BUI suspect allegedly threatens 
a woman with a gun 

By Jeff M. Hardison © May 24, 2021 at 11:11 p.m. 
     GILCHRIST COUNTY – A 48-year-old Lake City (Columbia County) man was charged on 
Saturday night (May 22) with aggravated assault with a deadly weapon without the intent to kill; 
possession of a firearm by a convicted felon; using a firearm while under the influence of alcohol or 
other drugs; boating while under the influence of alcohol or other drugs while causing damage to 
another person’s property; and failure to report a boating crash, according to records. 

This is the .45 caliber pistol and 
ammunition clip taken from Joseph 
Stephen Little. 
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     Joseph Stephen Little, 48, of Lake City 
had combined bonds initially set at 
$500,000 on those charges, according to 
information from the Gilchrist County 
Sheriff’s Office. 
     Little is suspected of crashing a boat 
while he was under the influence of 
alcohol, brandishing a .45 caliber 
semiautomatic weapon at a woman who 
was in the boat that his boat allegedly hit. 
He is also believed to have attempted to 
leave the scene of the crash that caused 

damage to another person’s boat. Witness testimony and evidence gathered at the scene showed 
reasonable cause to charge the man with these crimes, according to records. 
     GCSO Deputy Jason Gallup was on the way to assist the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC) regarding two boats that crashed, according to records. As the deputy was headed 
toward Ellie Ray's RV Resort and Lounge, 3349 N.W. 110th St., Branford, he received information on 
the radio directing him to a different boat ramp. 
     Deputy Gallup’s report of this incident and arrest showed the initial reporting indicated one of the 
two boats involved in the crash had sped away, and that both boats were close to shore At Ellie Ray’s 
boat ramp. 
     While on that scene, GCSO dispatch updated the deputy to let him know that the subjects and 
boats involved were on shore at the Butler Boat Ramp (GC Butler Boat Landing) in the area of 
Northwest 38th Terrace. 
     While responding to the Butler Boat Ramp, updated information provided by dispatch indicated 
that sometime after the boat crash occurred, 9-1-1 calls were received at 7:45 p.m. Saturday night. 
     A female who said she was involved in the boating incident told 9-1-1 dispatchers that once on 
shore, she confronted the male subject operating the second boat, the deputy reported. 
     That man, later identified as Little, became agitated, brandished a handgun, and then left the scene 
in a large, white-colored Ford pickup truck with his boat in tow, according to the deputy’s report. 
     Within minutes, as GCSO Deputy David Reeves and Deputy Gallup were approaching the boat 
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ramp access heading west on Northwest 102nd place, the deputies’ attention was drawn to a white 
Ford pickup truck with a boat in tow that was passing them going eastbound, Gallup reported. 
     Deputies then changed direction, catching up to and conducting a motor vehicle stop of the Ford at 
about Northwest 35th Avenue, Gallup noted in his report. Deputy Reeves made contact with a female 
driver of the Ford as Gallup made contact with a male passenger, the report notes. 
     Upon request, the male passenger – Little – exited the truck and Gallup detained him, handcuffing 
his wrists behind him. 
     “I immediately observed him to have a strong odor of alcohol coming from his breath,” Deputy 
Gallup noted, “and (Little) was unsteady on his feet with glassy eyes. Upon making cursory visual 
inspection of the passenger side (of the pickup truck), I observed a compact handgun in plain view on 
the floorboard just beneath the passenger seat.” 
     The handgun was a Smith & Wesson .45 caliber semiautomatic pistol with a tan colored grip and a 
black finish upper portion slide. 
     Deputy Gallup secured the handgun along with its magazine containing seven rounds. He then 
seated Little in the rear of Deputy Reeves’ patrol vehicle. 
     Further investigation revealed that Little was a convicted 
felon in Florida. Deputy Gallup then spoke with three awaiting females involved in the confrontation 
at the Butler Boat Ramp. 
     One woman described coming on shore and recognizing Little as being the male operator of the 
boat that hit her boat while on the water. According to the victim, Little was in the driver seat of the 
white Ford when she confronted Little about him speeding away after colliding with her boat. She 
further states he became highly agitated and at one point produced what she described as a black 
handgun pointing it in multiple directions and described Little as being a thin build, shirtless man 
with a mustache. 
     The victim described fearing she would be shot, Deputy Gallup reported. And she ran away as she 
warned others of the gun. 
     The deputy then spoke with a woman who identified herself as the 9-1-1 caller in reference to the 
confrontation on shore. 
     She described witnessing the confrontation consistent with the victim's account and described the 
handgun as black. The third female involved, Gallup noted, also described witnessing the 
confrontation and was also able to describe the handgun as being a black pistol. 
     Upon further interview of the female pickup truck driver, she stated she did not personally know 
Little but offered to drive his truck as a sober driver to help him -- but she otherwise did not witness 
the confrontation on shore, the deputy reported that woman said. 
     At the scene, FWC Officer Tanner Robson charged the suspect with BUI with property damage and 
leaving the scene of a boating accident, according to information provided by the FWC. 
     Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz said Monday (May 24) that the GCSO is working with the 
FWC from now through the Memorial Day weekend to catch suspected intoxicated boaters. 
     Sheriff Schultz said he wants everyone to enjoy the waterways in Gilchrist County while practicing 
safety. Sheriff Schultz mentioned that he would like boaters to be respectful of one another, and to 
consider houses on the banks of the rivers as they leave wakes. 
     If people know about intoxicated boaters or other illegal activity on the waterways of Gilchrist 
County, the sheriff said he would like them to call the GCSO at 9-1-1. 

 


