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Trip #3 - Joe Anderson Park and Boat Ramp 
 

 
Metal detectorist Jeff M. Hardison is seen in Dixie County at Joe Anderson Park 
holding an iron nail and a bottle cap from a bottle of Sioux City Sarsaparilla. 
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Sioux City Sarsaparilla is known as the ‘Grandaddy of all root beers.’ It has a creamy 
taste somewhere between root beer and cream soda. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff and Sharon Hardison © May 23, 2021 at 10:11 a.m. 
     DIXIE COUNTY – The Hunting for Treasures along the Nature Coast series started Jan. 25, 2021 
and this is the third hunt. The first adventure was in Citrus County. The second was a bit of 
exploration on March 26, 2021 in Levy County. 
     This third hunt was May 20, 2021. It was at Joe Anderson Park and Boat Ramp in Dixie County. 

 
One treasure found at Joe Anderson Park are covered picnic tables. This shaded park is 
part of the Dixie County Parks and Recreation Department’s offerings of opportunities 
for relaxation and fun. There are even more picnic tables than seen in this photo. There 
is also a very big barbecue grill that is covered to smoke meat. 
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Here is a concrete structure on the park property. It may be old fireplaces. The 
beautiful Suwannee River is seen in the background. On the other side of the river is 
Levy County and Fanning Springs State Park, as well as the City of Fanning Springs. 
 

 
Looking from a viewing area of the park -- looking toward the east, the Joe H. Anderson 
Sr. Bridge is seen in this picture. This bridge traverses the Suwannee River and allows 
travelers on U.S. Highway 19 north-south or south-north access to and from Dixie 
County, Gilchrist County and Levy County and beyond. 
 
     This series will include stories and photos from treasures found along the Nature Coast. 
     The Nature Coast is an informal, unofficial region of Florida, which includes eight counties next to 
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the Gulf of Mexico -- Wakulla, Jefferson, Taylor, Dixie, Levy, Citrus, Hernando and Pasco counties. 
     Dixie and Levy counties are right in the middle of this set. Given that Gilchrist County is Nature 
Coast-adjacent, there is the potential of some hunting and finding of treasures from there as well. 
     While “Nature Coast” is defined above, “Hunting” is the activity of looking to find something. 
“Treasures” from this series’ perspective is subjective. Each story, photo and video related to hunting 
for treasures will reflect the success rate of finding treasures. 
     Treasures can include gold, silver, copper, jewels and the like, as well as locating and uncovering 
wonderful places to visit for dining, entertainment and other forms of enjoyment. 
     Given these particular treasure hunters who are involved in the ongoing adventure, there are 
strong odds of a 100 percent success rate in finding treasure on every hunt. The series is not daily, 
weekly or monthly. It just happens when it happens – like here and now, the third hunt. 
 

 
There is parking for vehicles with boat trailers, although not a lot. Parking for the park 
guests is free of vehicles that have boat trailers on them. This park includes a 
playground area with swings and things for children to climb on. 
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Kayakers are seen 
launching from Fanning 
Springs State Park on the 
other side of the river. 
Sharon Hardison saw an 
otter in the river, but she 
did not capture its image 
on film. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The Florida Fish 
and Wildlife 
Conservation 
Commission 
provides 
information 
about which 
sizes of bass are 
keepers, and 
how many can be 
taken by a 
person. The 
FWC also lists 
warnings about 
sturgeon 
jumping from 
the river. 
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Cypress knees are a visual treasure seen in many parts of Florida, including along The 
Nature Coast. 
 
 
Small aquatic creatures – 
pollywogs – are seen on the 
surface of the water and 
are captured in a picture. 
Pollywogs are tadpoles. 
Tadpoles are future frogs. 
Sharon’s favorite pair of 
eyeglasses slipped away 
from her as she 
photographed the 
pollywogs. She watched as 
they disappeared below the 
surface of the water. 
Treasure hunting has 
unintended costs on 
occasion. Sharon walks 
with help from a cane or a 
rollator. She is extremely 
limited from standing and 
walking due to significant hip problems. She joins her husband as he explores. 
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The boat ramp is seen here. This is not a place to swim, and the surfaces here can be 
slippery. Boaters are warned about jumping sturgeon in the Suwannee River. 


