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     TALLAHASSEE -- With National Safe Boating Week and the release of the 2020 Boating 

Accident Statistical Report, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 

encourages boaters to focus on simple, effective steps that make boating safer. 

     If you plan to enjoy our beautiful waterways, check out https://myfwc.com/boating/ for 

boating safety tips. Safety is never optional! 

      “National Safe Boating Week is May 22-28 and we want to encourage boaters to boat safely 

while enjoying Florida’s year-round boating season,” said Maj. Rob Beaton, FWC’s Boating and 

Waterways section leader. “Reminding people to be safe and slow down is our top priority. 

Nothing can ruin an enjoyable and memorable experience on the water faster than a boating 

accident.” 

     Among other boating safety tips found at MyFWC.com/Boating, boaters are encouraged to 

wear their life jackets, maintain 360-degree awareness and know the dangers (and penalties) for 

operating a vessel while impaired. According to FWC boating accident statistics, almost half 

(402) of all the reportable boating accidents in 2020 were due to collisions, 44 percent of those 

collisions were attributed to operator inattention or improper lookout. 

      “Life-changing tragedies often happen because individuals choose to operate a boat while 

distracted or, worse yet, impaired. Those tragedies are preventable,” said Beaton. “FWC law 

enforcement officers will be doing their part to ensure the safety of Florida’s recreational 

boaters.” 

     To report people who are boating dangerously, call 888-404-FWCC (3922) or 

text Tip@MyFWC.com. More information can be found by visiting MyFWC.com/Boating. 

     You can even search there for the Florida Public Boat Ramp Finder to help you find a 

great place to launch your boat. 

     The FWC is responsible for reviewing, analyzing and compiling boating accident data for the 

state. Its statistical report details boating accidents and their causes. The theme of accident-

related messages from FWC staff is clear: the FWC’s law enforcement officers want to help keep 

Florida’s beautiful waterways a safe place to boat. 

https://myfwc.com/boating/
https://myfwc.com/boating/
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https://atoll.floridamarine.org/dle_gis/javascript/boat_ramp_status/
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Coast Guard kicks off 

National Safe Boating Week 2021 

 
Members of the Coast Guard District Seven wear their life jackets in support of 

Wear Your Life Jacket at Work Day in Miami on Friday (May 21). This event marks 

the start of National Safe Boating Week which helps raise boating safety 

awareness. Even the mascot is wearing a life jacket. 
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     MIAMI — The United States Coast Guard reminds boaters to be safe on the water during 

National Safe Boating Week and Memorial weekend, May 21-30. 

     Coast Guard crews, along with local and state law enforcement agencies, will be patrolling, 

conducting safety checks and ensuring mariners are staying safe. 

     Before you leave the dock, review these boating safety tips: 

     Always wear a life jacket. Ensure there are enough life jackets for every person on the boat. 

We recommend children under 12-years-old should wear one when out on the open deck. 

     Boat sober. It is illegal to operate a boat while under the influence of alcohol or drugs in every 

state. Penalties for violating BUI/BWI laws can include large fines, suspension or revocation of 

boat operator privileges, and jail terms. 

     Have a float plan. A float plan should be given to a friend or family member and includes 

where you are going, when you will be back, a description of your boat, and other passengers. If 

you change plans mid-voyage, let someone know. 

     Have a marine radio. A VHF-FM radio set to channel 16 is the best method of communication 

while on the water. Although cell phones are a good backup, they can be unreliable due to gaps 

in coverage area or a dead battery. 
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     Ask the Captain. Before you get underway on a charter, or even pay for the trip, ask the 

captain to see their merchant mariner credentials. If the Coast Guard terminates your voyage, 

there is no guarantee your money will be refunded. 

     Check the weather. Check the weather for storms, tides, currents and winds. Make sure you 

know the weather limitation of your vessel and paddlecraft. 

     Dive Safely. Always use a dive flag with swimmers in the water. Boaters and personal 

watercraft users should look for dive flags to observe maximum safety precautions. Use GPS 

tracking for currents and drift. 

     Have an EPIRB. Always go out with an Emergency Position Indicating Radio Beacon. An 

EPIRB is a device designed to transmit a distress signal to emergency responders through a 

satellite system. Make sure the registration is updated. 


