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     CEDAR KEY -- The Cedar Key Historical Society held its annual membership 
meeting on Saturday, May 1, at the Cedar Key Community Center. 
     In recent years, members have looked forward to attending these meetings since it 
has evolved into more of a social event than just a dinner/business meeting. 
     However, this year was a different story since it was the first event since the global 
COVID-19 pandemic. For this reason, the organizing team modified the usual planning 
and opted out of the dinner portion of the evening, which resulted in limited time and 
guests. 
     Before COVID-19, the yearly meeting allowed members and guests to socialize, enjoy 
an evening dinner with live acoustic music, a presentation, and a raffle before discussing 
business items. 
     The last annual meeting was held in March of 2019, with 110 delightful members and 
guests, many of whom became members that night. By the end of that year, the total 
membership numbered close to 300! 
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     In March of 2020, the Board canceled the meeting as measures began to help reduce 
hospitalizations and deaths. In compliance with bylaws, the board members conducted 
the annual business through email. 
 

 
Some of the many delicious items enjoyed during this meeting are seen 
here. These dishes are from the Cedar Key Island Bakery. 
 
     The most recent annual meeting held Saturday, May 1, began at 5 p.m. with an hour 
of socializing. At the same time, a slide show of old Cedar Key photos streamed across 
the wall while period music played in the background. 
     There was a Coffee and Tea Bar with a Dessert Table radiating with succulent desserts 
prepared and donated by the Cedar Key Island Bakery, an absolute island gem! 
     Drummond Community Bank also sponsored additional beverages. The historical 
society always has been able to count on them for any needed items! A large round table 
in the center that welcomed all was covered with hors d'oeuvres! 
     The business meeting began promptly at 6 p.m., with a short but impactful agenda 
and plenty of space for those choosing social distance. It started with a welcome from 
Executive Director Anna White Hodges, followed by a headcount for a quorum 
representing 10 percent of the membership required in bylaws and recognition of 
esteemed guests. Hodges gratefully thanked the Historical Society volunteers, members, 
contributors, and a special acknowledgment to Linda Parker Hudson for all she does for 
the museum. 
     “With over 12,000 museums closed permanently,” Hodges said, “we are fortunate not 
only to be open and thriving but are doing quite well thanks to the fantastic support we 
receive!" 
     Hodges then introduced the Historical Society President Edward Gonzalez-Tennant. 
He presented updates to the bylaws available for members to view two weeks before the 
vote, which the members voted unanimously in favor. 
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     The meeting moved forward as Gonzalez-Tennant presented a slate of the newly 
nominated Board of Directors, which members also voted on and passed unanimously. 
     The list of current members of the Board are President Edward Gonzalez-Tennant, 
Vice President Lisa Custer, Treasurer Mendy Allen, Secretary Charlene Watson, Board 
Member George Sresovich, Board Member Bob Wooley and Board Member Benjamin 
Bainbridge. 
     The next item of business that President Gonzalez-Tennant presented was about the 
Grant Award for the virtual reality reconstruction of Cedar Key in the 1920s, which 
Digital Heritage Interactive LLC is currently creating. It is an exciting, new cutting-edge 
addition to the museum that will bring Cedar Key history to life! 
     President Gonzalez-Tennant spoke about the Historic Preservation Grant awarded to 
create an Archival Digitization and Management Plan, which includes funding to train 
Cedar Key residents on the process of adequately preserving historical documents and 
photos and securing them in the cloud. 
     Vice President Custer gave an enthusiastic update about how the grant offered a 
chance for students to participate in archiving historical slides and photos. It was an 
excellent training opportunity and a valuable experience. 
     Past President George Sresovich thanked Hodges on behalf of the Board for 
managing the museum during the pandemic and handling many vital projects that fell 
on her shoulders to complete during that trying time. 
     The meeting was adjourned at 7 p.m. Many attendees expressed their appreciation 
for the timely manner and uniquely intimate setting of the 2021 Cedar Key Historical 
Society meeting. 


