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We have supply - Don’t panic buy 

By Jeff M. Hardison © May 12, 2021 at 11:11 a.m. 
     LEVY COUNTY – Stoney Smith, the chairman of the Florida Petroleum Marketers 
Association, said on Wednesday morning (May 12) that there is plenty of gasoline in 
Florida. 
     “Florida does not have a supply issue with gasoline,” Smith said. “There are seven 
ports where we get fuel.” 
     If there is any gas station that has run out of gasoline, he added, it is from motorists 
hoarding gasoline without any reason. It is an effect from panic buying, Smith said. 
     Smith said the governor’s state of emergency order eases some restrictions to allow 
for the safe transport of gasoline to retail outlets with a bit more speed. 
     The thing Smith is urging consumers to do in Florida is not to panic buy -- like some 
people did when they thought there was a toilet paper shortage. 
     Smith said he even heard there was a person from Georgia who came to Florida to 
buy gasoline in a 55-gallon drum. 
     That is not only illegal, Smith said, but that type of activity is creating a dangerous 
situation that does not need to happen. 
     “The thing I am asking the media to tell the people,” Smith said, “is to not hoard 
gasoline. There is no reason to do that. Buy five gallons or eight gallons. Spread it 
around. Here’s the headline – ‘We have supply. Don’t panic buy.” 
     Smith reminds everyone that the people of Florida do not want everyone else to see 
this as the state where a person can’t buy gasoline. The fuel supplier who uses a pipeline 
to transport fuel, who is having difficulty due to attempted extortion, is not causing a 
gasoline shortage in Florida, Smith said. 
     The problem is from gasoline tanker drivers not being able to cover the unnecessary 
demand created from people hoarding gasoline as they are driven by panic that is based 
on fear, unsupported by the reality of how much gasoline is readily available in Florida, 
Smith intimated. 

Governor issues state of emergency order 
By Jeff M. Hardison © May 12, 2021 at 10:11 a.m. 
     TALLAHASSEE -- Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis on Tuesday evening (May 11) 
declared a gasoline-related state of emergency, including ordering the Adjutant General 
to activate the Florida National Guard, as needed, to deal with this emergency." 
     In his most recent executive order, DeSantis noted that the disruption of Colonial 
Pipeline operations poses a threat to the delivery of fuel products in Florida. 
     Florida’s gasoline supplies are largely unaffected by the outage, but a rash of panic 
buying starting Monday – especially across North Florida has caused some shortages at 
some gas stations. 
     A gasoline supplier in the Panhandle is going through issues due to allegedly not 
complying previously with regulations from the United States Department of 
Environmental Protection. And that shortfall of immediate supply in the Panhandle of 
Florida helped fuel the unnecessary stockpiling of gasoline by residential and business 
consumers in other areas of the state. 
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     An attempt to extort money on May 7 from a relatively significant fuel pipeline 
company caused that interest to delay business until its computers can be repaired or 
replaced as a result of that criminal activity. 
     In DeSantis’ executive order, he makes the head of the Florida Division of Emergency 
Management as the coordinating officer who will stay in contact with the governor until 
stress on fuel supplies is eased. 
     That government leader will have authority to work with entities to “… assist in 
meeting the response, recovery, and mitigation needs created by this emergency…” 
     This executive order expires in 30 days from yesterday, unless it is extended, 
according to the order. 
     Some other states' governors in the Southeast United States have declared a state of 
emergency like DeSantis did last night. 


