
HardisonInk.com 
Dixie County Chamber increases 
scholarships 

 
(from left) Cross City Police Department Chief Stant Bradley, Dixie County 
Chamber of Commerce President Andrew Rains and CCPD Police Lt. Duane 
Sullivan provide a photo opportunity after the meeting Thursday in the 
Dixie County Public Library in Cross City. Lt. Sullivan shared the 
mandatory minimum Florida standards to become a law enforcement 
officer, as well as data about the city’s geographical size, the population and 
how many calls the CCPD responded to last month. 
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     CROSS CITY – The Dixie County Chamber of Commerce on Thursday afternoon 
(April 8) voted to award four $2,000 scholarships to Dixie County High School 
graduates this year to further their education. 
     Applications for the four $2,000 scholarships will be available at DCHS. The Dixie 
County Education Foundation will decide which students are awarded the scholarships. 
     The meeting on Thursday was in a room packed with people as everyone appears to 
be vaccinated against COVID-19. Health experts, however, have warned not to claim 
victory too soon. In fact, too, that very day, the Florida Department of Health reported 
one more death in Dixie County and one more death in Levy County because of the 
global COVID-19 pandemic. 
     The United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, as well as the Florida 
Department of Health advice vaccinated people to continue practicing adherence to 
wearing facemasks and distancing from people, and not meeting in close spaces. The 
FBI and the Office of the United States Inspector General, too, are warning that people 
using fake vaccination cards are breaking the law as well as endangering the lives of 
others.
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Cindy Chewning, one of the leaders in the Dixie County Centennial 
Committee, holds up a flyer to show how the county is celebrating its 100th 
anniversary of existence this year. There is a parade set for April 23 from 
the former Dixie County High School going southbound on U.S. Highway 19. 
Word from the Chamber meeting was the parade will follow the “typical 
route” for the parades held to celebrate homecoming and Veterans Day. On 
April 24, at the Chamber Expo and Fly-in at the Cross City Airport, there 
will be a significant display in the Trail Riders Building, adjoining the 
airport, where people can see some of the county’s history. Burial of a time 
capsule is anticipated to happen during the fall season of 2021. Melanie 
Anderson, one of the leaders of the Dixie County Chamber of Commerce, is 
seen in the background. 
 
     Meanwhile, in Cross City a that the Dixie County Chamber of Commerce luncheon 
meeting, members and guests enjoyed a homemade meal of linguini in meat sauce, 
toast, homemade frosted pineapple cake and drinks. The meal and drinks were provided 
by the City Council members of Cross City. 
     Nature Coast State Trail Florida Department of Environmental Protection Trail 
Manager Kirk Marhefka is a member of that City Council and he brought the lunch. 
Members and guests of this Chamber of Commerce enjoy a free lunch monthly as other 
members provide that part of the benefits. 
     Chamber President Andrew Rains led the meeting. Melanie Anderson, another leader 
of some sort in the Chamber, let members know the Chamber has open slots during 
months for guest speakers. 
     The guest speaker this month was Cross City Police Department Lt. Duane Sullivan, 
who shared lots of facts about the CCPD, including that its office is in Cross City City 
Hall. He also mentioned the revived K-9 mission, which includes a 9-year-old Dutch 
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Shepherd dog named Atlas and his CCPD handler. The dog looks like a German 
Shepherd. 
     This dog can detect drugs as well as assist in the apprehension of suspected criminals. 
Lt. Sullivan mentioned that the CCPD is not a 24-hour service yet, but the Dixie County 
Sheriff’s Office works very well with the city police so that the county seat is served 
during the CCPD’s off-duty hours. 
     President Rains started the meeting on time with a prayer to God and the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. Fellow leader Anderson helped 
assure his ability to wrap the meeting up by 1 p.m., by letting people know they could 
ask Lt. Sullivan or CCPD Chief Stant Bradley more questions after the meeting. 
     A Cricket cell phone store manager had asked about domestic abuse in the city. 
Another Chamber member asked about the many, many speeders that are seen violating 
maximum speed limits as they zip through Cross City. And another person asked about 
extremely loud music coming from vehicles and shaking the windows of buildings like 
the public library in Cross City. 


