
HardisonInk.com 
Chamber speaker endorses diversity 

 
Pastor Doug Alexander speaks to the members and guests at the April luncheon 
meeting of the Citrus County Chamber of Commerce on Friday afternoon (April 
9). The luncheon was held in the banquet facility of the Citrus Hills Golf and 
Country Club. There are many door prizes near him, and they were awarded after 
the speech. 
~ 
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     CITRUS HILLS – Twenty years ago (in 2001), Pastor Doug Alexander, with his wife, 
Teresa “Lady T” Alexander, and their four children, started the New Church Without Walls. 
     Since then, the church as grown to become a significant contributor to missions of mercy 
and goodness. 
     On Friday (April 9), the lead pastor at this non-denominational church was the keynote 
speaker at the monthly luncheon of the Citrus County Chamber of Commerce. 
     Before he began his speech, people mingled and networked with each other. The room was 
relatively full, and few people wore facemasks. 
     While his focus was on diversity and economic empowerment, he had other strong thoughts 
to impart to the audience on Friday afternoon. 
     Among the messages he shared was one from Jesus, “Love one another.” 
     Another reminder the pastor gave was that every man and woman is equal in the eyes of 
God, and so each person should see each other person with that same vision of equality. 
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Eric Sokolsky, an 
ambassador with the 
Citrus County 
Chamber of 
Commerce, was 
among the many 
people whom 
Chamber President 
and CEO Josh Wooten 
called upon to stand 
up as the Chamber's 
chief executive officer 
went through the 
various groups of 
people who support 
the Chamber even 
beyond being active 
members. Wooten 

then told the people who were not standing at that point, they could be standing 
next year if they volunteered for any of several ways to help the Chamber. 
Sokolsky is vice president of sales at EASI – Employee Administrative Services 
Inc. EASI handles payroll duties, benefits like insurance and other human 
resources matters for companies. The phone number for the Homosassa office is 
352-419-4030. Call him to learn how EASI can make personnel matters easy. 

 
Tony Sanchez of the Trusted Solutions Insurance Agency Inc. was among the 
many people at the luncheon. Sanchez said he has many clients in the Tri-County 
Area of Levy County, Dixie County and Gilchrist County, as well as his clients in 
Citrus County. He intends to have a booth at the Chiefland Watermelon Festival 
on June 5. 
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People socialize before the keynote address. 
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The lunch 
included salad, a 
roll, a Swiss 
chicken entrée 
with gravy, 
green beans and 
dessert and a 
drink. The food 
was brought to 
each diner by a 
member of the 
wait staff at the 
country club. 
They delivered 
the meals 
relatively well, 
but with so many 
people some of 
the diners did 
not get their 
food as soon as 
others. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
     In addition to endorsing every private business and government entity to look at its 
diversity, not just in the rank and file, but in middle management and upper administration, 
Pastor Alexander addressed economic empowerment. He also spoke about the many ways his 
ministry work, through the New Church Without Walls, is helping to feed and house people. 
     The church has been involved in providing vaccinations against COVID-19. Before this 
pandemic, the church also has served people by responding to disasters – like Hurricane 
Katrina. 
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     The extent of this church’s reach into humans’ lives to help them is extensive – including 
helping people spiritually, economically, with their quality of life and even with insurance and 
legal matters. 
     He had a distinguished life even before starting the church 20 years ago. He served as Unit 
Chaplain and Company Chaplain in the 82nd Airborne Corps during Operation Desert 
Shield/Desert Storm. 
     The preacher retired from the United States Army. 
     He then served retired from the Citrus County Sheriff’s Office, where he was a School 
Resource Officer. 
     Pastor Alexander is a Citrus County native who graduated from Citrus High School. 
     He and his church have given away more than 28 million pounds of food; and have assisted 
homeless families in getting tents, bicycles, and other supplies. 
     For families in need, he has given away numerous cars, and continues to host an annual 
back to school backpack and school supply give away. He is a man who believes in using his 
networks and resources to serve those who are in need. 
     During the luncheon, he let listeners know there are mothers and children in Citrus County 
right now who are literally living in their cars. It is difficult for most people to imagine living in 
a car, especially when the heat of summer arrives. 
     He urged everyone to get involved however they can to help the homeless and the hungry to 
overcome their plight in Citrus County. 

 


