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Levy County Commission takes care of business 

 
(from left) Levy County Commissioner Rock Meeks, the empty chair where 
Commissioner Lilly Rooks would be sitting (she participated via teleconference), 
Commission Chairman John Meeks, and commissioners Mike Joyner and Matt Brooks 
are seen in the first seconds after the meeting was opened with a prayer to God and a 
pledge to the flag. 
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By Jeff M. Hardison © April 7, 2021 at 4:11 p.m. 
     BRONSON – The five members of the Levy County Board of County Commissioners took care of 
business on Tuesday (April 6) in the manner it has since the county was established more than 175 
years ag0 on March 10, 1845, soon after Florida joined the United States of America on March 3, 
1845. 
     In that one and three-quarters centuries, many leaders have guided the taxation of Levy County’s 
people and the expenditures of those public funds for the good of the residents and visitors to the 
area. Beyond creating local law, and taxing and spending, this set of elected local leaders also 
recognizes certain causes and individuals. 
     Bringing awareness to making end of life decisions, conserving water, as well as recognizing 
community service and striving to keep peace were on the agenda for the Levy County Commission 
that day. The five elected county commissioners also performed actions required to spend tax funds, 
as well as to cause the proper documentation of those expenditures – because in the United States of 
America, in Florida and in Levy County, including its various municipalities and communities, all 
people work within the bounds of the laws established by the people for the people. 
     Later, on Tuesday afternoon, those county leaders conferred with leaders from the City of Cedar 
Key to discuss matters of mutual concern, including the big dock and the small airport in the City of 
Cedar Key. 
     On Tuesday morning in Bronson, with four members present and County Commissioner Lilly 
Rooks of Cedar Key participating via teleconference, the County Commission honored a doctor who 
recently retired from dentistry. He has well-served the Williston area of Levy County for decades. 
     Leading the public recognition and honoring Dr. Kenneth Schweibert’s decades of service to the 
people of eastern Levy County was Levy County Commissioner Matt Brooks of Williston. 
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     Demonstrating the honorable grace and style, which is part of Dr. Schweibert’s essence of being, 
the retired dentist and volunteer for positive community action took time during the “public 
comments” part of the agenda to first express his gratitude to some other professionals who serve the 
residents and visitors in Levy County. 
 

 
Dr. Kenneth Schweibert expresses his gratitude for firefighters and medical first 
responders in Levy County for them saving his property and for being part of the 
medical team that saved his life. 
 
     Dr. Schweibert shared insight about personal recent personal tragedies and how sets of local civil 
servants helped him. 
     In June of 2020, Schweibert had a fire in his workshop, he said. 
     He commended firefighters from Williston Fire Rescue and Levy County Fire Rescue for their 
expedient response “in saving a building that meant a lot to me.” 
     As Schweibert continued, he said that on Jan. 16, he experienced a heart attack. He called 9-1-1 and 
an ambulance was there within minutes, he said. 
     The paramedic-EMT team was professional, thorough and careful, he said. The ambulance took 
him to Shands in Gainesville as quickly and safely as possible, he said. 
     “Because of that service,” he said, “I came out on the good end of this. And it turned out to be a very 
good thing. I just want to share my appreciation for the medical service and the emergency people in 
Levy County.” 
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(from left) Levy County Commissioner Mike Joyner, County Commission Chairman 
John Meeks, Dr. Kenneth Schweibert, County Commissioner Rock Meeks and County 
Commissioner Matt Brooks are seen during the plaque presentation. Here, Dr. 
Schweibert is seen second before shaking hands with Commissioner Brooks. He shook 
hands with all of the commissioners present. Commissioner Lilly Rooks participated in 
the meeting via teleconference. 
 

 
Here, moments after the plaque presentation, the gentlemen agree to a photo 
opportunity. Seen here (from left) are County Commission Chairman John Meeks, Levy 
County Commissioner Mike Joyner, Dr. Kenneth Schweibert, County Commissioner 
Rock Meeks and County Commissioner Matt Brooks 
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     As he opened his part of that program, Commissioner Brooks mentioned this had been on the 
agenda at the most recent regular meeting of that board, but since he had to participate via 
teleconference due to a health issue, all five commissioners agreed to table this event until the April 6 
meeting. The regular meetings for this County Commission are twice a month. 
     Dr. Schweibert is a staple of the community, Brooks said. In October of 1980, Dr. Schweibert 
opened his dental practice in Williston, Brooks said. 
     Always a craftsman and a “Mr. Fix-it” this now retired dentist remodeled the current office where 
that profession continues on Main Street in Williston, Brooks said. 
     “Not only has he been a fine dentist over the (past 40 years),” Brooks said, “but he has been a great 
steward to our community.” 
     His involvement with the Williston Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) has been 
instrumental in the improvements to Heritage Park, including the covered pavilion, improved 
sidewalks and the memorial to veterans. Schweibert has been a cornerstone to the CRA for many 
years. 
     Dr. Schweibert’s past involvement in the Williston Chamber of Commerce, Brooks said, is 
noteworthy as is his past service in the United States military. Ken and Heidi Schweibert met in 2000 
and they run Two Hawk Hammock, too. To learn more about Two Hawk Hammock, click 
HERE. https://www.twohawkhammock.com/index.php 
     Commissioner Brooks said he has no idea how Dr. Schweibert does all that he does to help the 
area. 
     Brooks added that, now after retiring from the dental profession after 40 years, the commissioner 
wanted to tell him that he is grateful to the retiree as a friend, as his former dentist, and for his 
military service. Without going into details, Brooks said that it is only by the work of Dr. Schweibert 
that he can speak today. 

PROCLAMATIONS 
     On a 5-0 vote, the Levy County Commission on Tuesday proclaimed April 2021 as National 
Healthcare Decisions Month. John C. Jordan, community resources coordinator with Haven 
Hospice, was there to accept the proclamation. The proclamation includes helping people be more 
aware of the need to make end of life choices before those critical questions need immediate answers. 
     On a 5-0 vote, the Levy County Commission on Tuesday proclaimed April 2021 as Water 
Conservation Month. The proclamation includes helping people be more aware of the need to 
conserve water. 
 

 
 
Eighth Judicial Circuit Trial 
Court Administrator Paul 
Silverman asks for 
improvements to the Levy 
County Courthouse. In the 
audience, too, was Levy County 
Court Judge J.T. Browning. 
 

 

https://www.twohawkhammock.com/index.php
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OTHER ACTION 
     The County Commission approved: 
     * A request from Eighth Judicial Circuit Trial Court Administrator Paul Silverman for 
improvements to the Levy County Courthouse. To improve efficiency, provide for the security of 
courthouse users and staff, and to best utilize the existing space in the Levy County Courthouse, the 
Chief Judge, Clerk of Court Danny Shipp, and Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum request approval 
of the following renovations to the Levy County Courthouse: 
1. Renovation and expansion of Hearing Room B to a Courtroom. 
2. Expansion and improvement of ingress and egress at the public entrance to the Court. 
3. Renovation and expansion of the Court Security area adjoining the public entrance. 
4. Renovation of Clerk’s former finance office to create Sheriff Department offices. 
5. Renovation of the Clerk’s former office space on the second floor to create space for 
mediations, depositions, assistance for self-represented litigants, court reporting, Magistrate, and 
attorney-client conferences. 
     This project would be funded by the Courthouse Improvement Grant-in-Aid funds received by Levy 
County between 2004 and 2008, which is available for the type of renovation projects listed above. 
The fund has a current balance of $1,3 million. 
     * A request from Mike West of the LCSO for federal grant funds allocated to improve the 9-1-1 
system to be used for the purpose for which they are intended. This approval is essentially a 
bureaucratic necessity. 
     * A request from Levy County Emergency Management Director John MacDonald for extension 
of declarations of the state of emergency in Florida as it relates to the global COVID-19 pandemic. 
Every seven days is ratification of the extension for this state of emergency is required. 
     * A request from RESTORE Act Administrator Trish Whitehead and the County Commission 
Finance Department, in accordance with the budget policy adopted by the County Commission, to 
move RESTORE Act funds in the amount of $300,000 as set forth in the submitted budget 
amendment. These funds have been previously approved and allocated to the Nature Coast Biological 
Station UF/IFAS Cedar Key Aquarium project in the City of Cedar Key. 
     * The award of a $87,675 grant to purchase a 14-seat, two wheelchair capable vehicle for Levy 
County Transit. This is 100 percent paid for by a grant under the direction of the Florida Department 
of Transportation’s Commission for Transportation Disadvantaged. LCT Director Connie Conley 
made the request for approval to accept the grant. 


