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City adds to resistance  
against CrabFest 2021 

 
Williston Code Enforcement Officer Wayne Carson gives information to the City 
Council concerning some properties the city was considering foreclosure proceedings 
against due to the owners choosing against complying with city codes. One property 
was brought into compliance, and one was not. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © April 7, 2021 at 8:11 p.m. 
     WILLISTON – Williston Mayor Jerry Robinson on Tuesday night (April 6) proclaimed, much 
like the five members of the Levy County Board of County Commissioners earlier on that same day, 
that the city does not want CrabFest 2021 to happen. 
  

 
Melisa Thompson is the 
newest member of the 
executive staff for Williston. 
She is the new human 
resources director. 
Thompson served in the 
Town of Bronson as deputy 
town clerk before accepting 
the position in Williston. 
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Mayor Jerry Robinson is seen just before the start of the meeting Tuesday night. 
 
     Mayor Robinson also proclaimed April is Water Conservation Month in Williston. 
     As for April being proclaimed “Williston Wants Peace – No More Violence Month,” Pastor Willie 
Battles of the Ministerial Faith Alliance (MFA) showed up in Williston as he did in Bronson. 
     Pastor Battles spoke during the public participation part on the agenda. 
     Code Enforcement Officer Wayne Carson joked that as soon as everyone heard “pastor” they were 
going to make the countdown clock set for two minutes rather than five minutes. 
     Chiefland and Bronson are not as stringent in running City Council meetings as Williston. The 
eastern municipality’s meetings are more orderly, with participants being required to go to the 
podium and say who they are and where they live. In Bronson, even more than Chiefland, people yell 
from wherever they are seated in the audience and often do not identify themselves. 
     There are no countdown clocks in Chiefland or Bronson, either. 
     Pastor Battles, who has lived in Williston for all of his life, reminded listeners on Tuesday night 
that while the MFA had no hand in endorsing or being against past CrabFest events, it did help 
support law enforcement by working with the Levy County Prevention Coalition and others to give 
first responders meals and a place to catch their breath during the long hours of that massive party in 
years gone by. 
     CrabFest did not happen in spring of 2020 because of the global COVID-19 pandemic. This year, 
area residents and property owners and the community as a whole has come out to plead for no 
CrabFest 2021. 
     Kenuiel Gates of Gainesville, who is a self-proclaimed activist and promoter of CrabFest 2021, has 
been warned about the civil and criminal actions that will result if he persists in this venture. Levy 
County chose to file an injunction to stop him in this regard. While Gates was in Bronson Tuesday 
morning, he was not in Williston City Hall on Tuesday evening. 
     Pastor Battles said all of the pastors in the MFA feel this is not the time to bring CrabFest to the 



HardisonInk.com 
area east of Williston. He said they have many parishioners in the city who are concerned. 
     Battles said he has lost relatives to COVID-19, too. 
     The future version of CrabFest, he added, needs to be a continuation of local culture. However, it 
needs to be better organized, more educational “and it needs to be sane – without violence.” 
     Pastor Battles has been involved in CrabFest, he said, reiterating that the MFA never “owned” 
CrabFest, but it did seek to help Sheriff Bobby McCallum keep it safe and peaceful. The event has 
gotten out of hand, he added. 
     The time has come, he continued, to stand up and say what needs to be said. 
     The worst thing Pastor Battles heard, he said, is an elderly woman who said “I am fearful for my 
life” every time CrabFest happens around her house. 
     “It really touched my heart,” he said. 
     Another speaker took the podium to share insight with the City Council. 
     Jacqueline Appling of the Cornelius Williams Park Committee said there was an Easter egg hunt in 
that park on Sunday. It was family-oriented and fun. She added that there are fun events that can 
happen without violence. 
 
The five members of Williston City Council on April 6 are 
 

 
City Council President Justin Head (This was his last meeting. Darfeness Hinds was 
elected for his seat, without opposition. Head chose against seeking reelection, 
however he may run for office again.) 
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City Councilman Elihu Ross 
 

 
City Councilwoman Debra Jones 
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City Councilwoman Marguerite Robinson 
 

 
City Councilman Michael Cox 
 

IN OTHER ACTION 
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     In other action at the City Council meeting, the five leaders chose against seeking immediate 
foreclosure on one piece of property after Code Enforcement Officer Carson said the property had 
been mowed and cleaned up. 
     On another piece of land, about 1.25 acres, which is behind the Discount Laundry, the owner said 
he does not care what the city does. His corporation has dissolved, and he does not care about that 
one-acre plus. The five leaders chose to start foreclosure proceedings. Pastor Battles said he is 
interested in buying the property after the city completes its process. 
     Williston City Council President Justin Head marked his final meeting as a member of the Council. 
He said his previous three years were enjoyable and educational. 
     At some point in the future, Head said, he intends to run for office again. He is not leaving the city 
limits, as some other former elected City Council members have. 
     On April 13, at 6 p.m. in Williston City Hall, Michael Cox, Elihu Ross, Marguerite Robinson and 
Darfeness Hinds (replacing Justin Head) are scheduled to all take the oath of office, having been 
reelected or elected through the March 2 Williston municipal election. 

 


