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Levy County attempts to stop CrabFest 2021 
County Commission proclaims April 
as ‘Williston Wants Peace - No More Violence’ Month 

 
Gussie Boatright of Williston shares a heart-wrenching story about the death of her 
grandson, and how she visits his grave. She sees his friends there, and they leave fresh 
flowers and mementos at the gravesite. Boatright, Frankie Jackson and others have 
done what they could to stop CrabFest 2021 from happening. Seen with her in the 
background are (from left) Pastor Willie Battles, Jackson and Pastor Johnnie Jones III. 
Both Pastor Battles and Pastor Jones have endorsed CrabFest in the past. After the 
2013 shooting death of one man and four others being wounded with bullets, among the 
things Pastor Jones did was to join with the Levy County Prevention Coalition to 
provide meals and some support for the law enforcement officers who were needed 
there and then to help preserve life and property. 
 
Story, Photos and Video 
By Jeff M. Hardison © April 6, 2021 at 2:11 p.m. 
     BRONSON – The Levy County Board of County Commissioners on Tuesday (April 6) proclaimed 
April as ‘Williston Wants Peace - No More Violence’ Month. 
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In this video, which can be seen by clicking on the still photo above, which has the 
arrow on it, Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum speaks to reporters. In this clip, he 
says he was at the first CrabFest years ago. He says he endorses cultural events such as 
the Williston Peanut Festival and the Williston Independence Day Parade and Festival. 
However, this annual CrabFest event has become a catalyst for crime and violence, and 
even murder. The sheriff said CrabFest can happen. It just needs to be in better venue 
to reduce the traffic problems and to better provide for peace and public safety. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OryC7X7wFJk&t=15s
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One of the two TV reporters 
from Gainesville is seen at 
the meeting in Bronson on 
Monday as he listens to 
people speak about 
CrabFest. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Levy County Commissioner Matt Brooks holds up an aerial map to show where 
CrabFest impacts the area east of Williston. 
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Levy County Commissioner Mike Joyner (at left) watches as Commissioner Matt 
Brooks holds a chart showing the arrests for drug possession, weapons possession, 
DUI, driving while license suspended or revoked and active arrest warrants served at 
CrabFest in 2017, 2018 and 2019, as well as the cost to the Levy County Sheriff's 
Department. The global COVID-19 pandemic stopped CrabFest 2020. A Gainesville man 
is promoting CrabFest 2021, despite the county government and law enforcement 
informing him of its intent to stop CrabFest 2021 from happening. 
 
     Before the adoption of the resolution, which was passed by a 5-0 vote after a motion by County 
Commissioner Mike Joyner was seconded by Commissioner Rock Meeks (with Lilly Rooks voting via 
teleconference) there was information about the movement to stop CrabFest 2021. 
     The County Commission passed another 5-0 vote to file an injunction against Kenuiel Gates in an 
attempt to halt his activity leading to a possible 2021 CrabFest – just east of the city of Williston. As 
repeatedly noted over the years, this festival began as a small party. 
     It became an annual cultural event east of Williston in Levy County, however it grew and attracted 
people to the point of having thousands of participants. There was one shooting death and four 
wounded in 2013. CrabFest ties up traffic and costs thousands of dollars in expenses from law 
enforcement agencies and first responders who must be there for public safety. 
     County Commissioner Matt Brooks, whose district includes Williston, and where he has previously 
served on the Williston City Council, championed the effort to have the County Commission work to 
stop problems, that came into existence after a relatively small, local cultural celebration became a 
huge block party attracting thousands of people from Gainesville, Ocala, other parts of Florida and 
even other states. 
     The cost to Levy County taxpayers, Brooks noted, has grown over the years. He showed estimated 
costs from the Levy County Sheriff’s Office where the money required by that agency alone, which 
does not include added costs to the Williston Police Department, Williston Fire Rescue, Levy County 
Department of Public Safety {Fire-Rescue}, or other supporting agencies such as those from Alachua 
and Marion counties, and from state agencies like the Florida Highway Patrol. 
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     The LCSO spent to cover CrabFest the following totals in supplies and overtime: 2013 - $10,024; 
2014 - $16,660; 2015 - $18,500; 2016 - $ 18,793; 2017 - $22,109; 2018 - $26,272; 2019 - $26,982. In 
seven years, from the LCSO coffers alone, that has cost more than $139,000. 
     Gussie Boatright, Pastor Willie Battles and Pastor Johnnie Jones III all spoke about reasons they 
prefer not allowing a huge event that attracts thousands of people to a neighborhood east of Williston. 
Instead, they agree with Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum, other pastors and community leaders, 
and more than 60 neighboring property owners, that a cultural event can occur if it is better 
organized. 
     Among the material provided to the County Commission was a document titled “Community 
Awareness Campaign Calling For Peace” 
     It noted there has been “a takeover” of the area for too many years and that is has shown increasing 
violence. The author of the document noted “it's time to put a stop to it and bring peace.” 
     “Kenuiel Gates (Activist/Promoter of CrabFest) has not heeded the cries of our community begging 
for peace in Williston,” the document noted. “Mr. Gates is not a resident of this community where this 
violence has been taking place, and appears to be concerned with only his own self-promotion and 
perceived notoriety.” 
     Historically, CrabFest is said to have had humble beginnings and was an event that brought 
together friends, neighbors, and 
family members in the unincorporated areas on the east side of Williston. 
     Long ago, the event was safe and contained in a neighborhood on private property “and there were 
not thousands of people blocking streets and causing a public safety hazard,” the author noted the 
April 2013, ¬shooting death at CrabFest. 
     The document goes on to note that in September of 2020, a mass shooting occurred in the area, 
leaving six people injured and homes in the community riddled with bullet holes from the chaotic 
scene. 
     On Feb. 20, Gussie Boatwright’s grandson Khajon Spikes was senselessly shot to death. He left 
behind his loving and grieving 
family, friends and community. 
     Boatwright and Frankie Jackson have been in the Williston Community for many years. They came 
forward with the purpose to unite our community for peace and to ask for the violence 
to stop. 
     Florida State Rep. Joe Harding (R-Williston, Dist. 22) and State Sen. Jennifer Bradley (R-Fleming 
Island, Dist. 5) both sent letters to show they endorse stopping CrabFest. 
     County Commissioner Matt Brooks, in whose district the Williston area falls, sought an injunction 
against event organizer/promoter, Kenuiel Gates. 
     Commissioner Brooks showed evidence from Facebook that Gates was promoting his event, 
CrabFest, to be held in the unincorporated areas on the east side of Williston on April 24-25. 
     After hearing of this news, Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum and Levy County Coordinator 
Wilbur Dean agreed and recommended to staff that the county needed to deliver a notice of violation 
to Gates that such an event required a special 
entertainment permit from the Levy County Board of County Commissioners for it to proceed. 
     This notice of violation is pursuant to Article II, Chapter 10, Levy County Code of Ordinances, 
where CrabFest falls under the definition of “musical or entertainment festival.” 
     Sheriff McCallum coordinated with the Alachua County Sheriff’s Office to serve Gates this 
notification on the afternoon of March 23 Gates’ residence in Gainesville. Gates is now aware of the 
violation, as well as being aware that should he not apply and receive a permit and this event moves 
forward, then Levy County will be forced to take legal action. 
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     The proclamation highlights a movement by people in Levy County who see the traditional 
CrabFest event, conducted just to the east of Williston’s city limits as being undesirable. 
     In the proclamation, the county notes, Whereas: 
     ● the City of Williston has a great desire for peace in unincorporated areas on the east side of 
Williston City Limits and the cancellation of CrabFest to lessen 
the opportunities for violence to continue; and 
     ● we recognize CrabFest started many years ago as a small 
neighborhood event that promoted the fellowship of families, friends and neighbors and posed no 
threat to public safety at the time; and 
     ● the CrabFest event in more recent years has proved consistently to be the largest public safety 
challenge to Levy County and the city of Williston as it brings thousands of people from outside the 
Williston area; and 
     ● in April of 2013, a shooting occurred at the CrabFest event killing one person and injuring four 
others while sending thousands of people scrambling for their safety; and 
     ● in September of 2020, a mass shooting of six people occurred after a protest turned block party 
ran late into the night and into the early morning; and 
     ● on February 20, 2021, Khajon Spikes, a young man from Williston was senselessly gunned down 
and murdered leaving behind a grieving family, friends and community; and 
     ● we recognize the continuing and growing trend of violence in the unincorporated areas on the 
east side of Williston city limits and the need for it to stop here and now; and 
     ● those who represent the community such as religious leaders, 
leaders of government, law enforcement, teachers and business professionals within our community 
should set an example by their actions and words to promote the end of violence within our city, 
county, state and country. 
     Then, the Board of County Commissioners proclaimed that it supports “the efforts of everyone 
working together to end violence in our streets and we call upon all citizens of Levy County to do 
your part to act responsibly, respectfully and be a part of the solution to end violence in our 
communities.” 
     After the proclamation was adopted and the approval to move forward with an injunction against 
Gates, Sheriff McCallum met with some broadcast journalists from Gainesville to speak about 
injunctions. 
     The sheriff said injunctions have civil and criminal penalties for people who are proved to have 
violated them. Gates has been warned, he said, and Gates should have heard the heartfelt words of 
Gussie Boatright, who mourns the recent loss of her grandson’s life to needless violence. 

 


