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Tyler Vorhees appointed to  
Bronson Town Council 

 
The winning candidate’s name is drawn from a hat. 
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     BRONSON – Tyler Vorhees, 21, a member of the Bronson High School Class of 2017 was 
appointed to the Bronson Town Council during the regular meeting Monday night (April 5). 

 
 
 

 

Tyler Vorhees sits in 
the audience as a 
resident of Bronson. 
In a couple of weeks, 
he will be among the 
five town leaders on 
the Town Council 
after he takes the 
oath of office. 
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     Voorhees is scheduled to take the oath of office at the April 19 meeting, which is scheduled to begin 
at 7 p.m. in the Dogan Cobb Municipal Building. 
     Before that regular meeting of April 19, there is going to be a public hearing regarding proposed 
increases in utility rates. That meeting starts at 6 p.m. 
     Voorhees was selected after the sitting members of the Bronson Town Council -- Mayor Beatrice 
Roberts, Vice Mayor Jason Hunt and councilmen Aaron Edmondson and Robert Partin adopted a 
resolution by a 4-0 vote to fill the vacant seat created when Berlon Weeks is believed to have resigned 
on Sept. 15. 
     That matter as to whether Weeks resigned is to be decided in federal civil court. Weeks is 
contending that he did not resign, but a majority of the Town Council decided he resigned. 
     Meanwhile, Vorhees’ name was picked from a hat. The other contenders whose names were also in 
that hat for random selection as the person to be appointed are Jordan Jabbar, Jerry Mongo, Johnette 
Ross and Julie Stainaker. 
     Vorhees told HardisonInk.com that he intends to serve as a member of the Bronson Town Council, 
and then to run for office in the Sept. 7 municipal election. 
     Mayor Roberts said qualifying for that election starts on July 25 and runs for five days. 
     It is not only the Weeks-Vorhees seat that is up for election, Roberts said. The two other candidates 
whose seats are to be filled after voters make their choices are those held by Mayor Roberts and by 
Councilman Partin. 
     In his letter to the Town Council expressing his interest in being chosen, Vorhees noted he has 
lived in Bronson for his whole life, and he has opened a plant nursery business. 
     He will be the youngest member of Bronson Town Council, and he noted this is beneficial to 
Bronson because he provides the perspective of the younger members of this community. 
IN OTHER ACTION 
     In other action, the four members of Town Council heard Fire Chief Dennis Russell explain that he 
will not know until the April 12 meeting of the Bronson Fire Rescue Department if he will have the 
manpower to set off fireworks for the Fourth of July. Chief Russell said he needs a certain number of 
volunteers to safely put on the fireworks show. 
     Public Works Director Curtis Stacey told the Town Council, too, that he may not have the needed 
employees available on the Fourth of July for the support services beyond the actual lighting of 
fireworks. 
     The decision of whether there will be a public fireworks show in Bronson on the Fourth of July was 
put on the April 19 agenda for more discussion and possible action. 
     Among the informational items of the evening, which required no vote by the Town Council, 
involves a future Internet service provider. 
     Moufid Methenni of LaZerArt Inc., doing business as WvW, presented a relatively short 
explanation of his plan to offer better Internet service. By using fiberoptic cable that exists from AT&T 
in Bronson, Methenni plans to create a network for users to enjoy faster, reliable Internet service. 
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Moufid Methenni tells people about his business plan to offer better Internet service in 
Bronson. 
 
 
This diagram shows how Moufid 
Methenni’s plan will give many 
people the option to have great 
Internet service for a relatively 
low price. 
 
     In his presentation, he mentioned 
his plan calls for people to not have to 
pay more than $55 a month for this 
vastly improved service. 
     In a different informational part of 
the meeting, Town Manager Susan 
“Sue” Beaudet told the town leaders 
that she anticipates the federal 
government to provide a check for 
$481,000 for the municipality to use 
before Dec. 31, 2024. 
     This money is from President Joe 
Biden’s action taken March 31 to help 
cities across America to overcome 
losses experienced by those local 
governments from the global COVID-19 pandemic. 
     Beaudet said she has been speaking with staff members at the Florida League of Cities for more 
information about where the money can be used. 
     In a matter where the Town Council voted 4-0, it chose to ask the Levy County Board of County 
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Commissioners to send the town a proposed lease agreement to use the gymnasium that used to serve 
the old Bronson High School. 
     Vice Mayor Hunt and Councilman Edmondson said they do not want a short-term lease, though. 
 
 

People are jam-packed into 
the Dogan Cobb Municipal 
Building Monday night 
(April 5) for a public 
hearing regarding the 
potential to allow the 
development of a Family 
Dollar Tree Store, which 
would replace an old house 
on Hawthorne Avenue 
(U.S. Alt. 27) near Picnic 
Street and Court Street. 
Many of these individuals 
expressed their opinion 
against the construction of 

a retail outlet on land currently occupied by an old house on U.S. Alt. 27. 
 
     Before the regular Town Council meeting, the four sitting members heard from the public during a 
public hearing. 
     Jamey Flegal is a developer from Chattanooga, Tennessee, who was sent by the corporate leaders of 
Family Dollar Tree Store. 
     During that hearing, some people complained about parking, traffic, and the alleged level of quality 
of products at the store. One woman said she sees the setup as putting dumpsters facing the Levy 
County Courthouse. 
     The structure is proposed for building on the old Francis Akins residential property that is across 
from the courthouse and Levy County Supervisor of Elections Office, and which also fronts 
Hawthorne Avenue (U.S. Alt. 27). Traffic would enter the parking lot from Court Street and from 
Picnic Street. 
     The first problem is that the property is zoned residential. The other problem is the developer 
wants a few fewer parking spaces than the current town ordinances require. 
     Councilman Edmondson was the most vocal member in favor of helping the development come to 
fruition. 
     Edmondson said the town invested millions of dollars to improve the wastewater collection system 
along U.S. Alt. 27. That investment of money has not shown a good return, yet, Edmondson said. 
     He sees the retail outlet as providing jobs as well as being an asset for town, replacing an old house 
that is on a major throughfare with a business. 
     The other three Town Council members were silent on the matter, saying there will be more public 
hearings if the property is approved to convert in zoning from residential to commercial. 


