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Town leaders vote to switch attorneys 

 
(from left) Mayor Andy White, Commissioner Steve Schwing, 
Commissioner Scott Levesque, Commissioner Joyce Schwing and 
Commissioner Tom Brennan are seen during the special Inglis Town 
Commission meeting on Tuesday night (April 27). 
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     INGLIS – Four members of the Inglis Town Commission met Tuesday night (April 
27) to discuss some matters during a special meeting. 
     Commissioner Annie Morin was absent due to illness. 
     The discussion included action, where there was a 4-0 vote to switch attorneys. 
     The 90-minute public meeting had four agenda items: to discuss and review the 
Request For Proposal (RFP) received for legal services; discuss the Inglis Recreation 
Committee; use of Town equipment for cleanup of properties; and the Cason Acres 
flooding problem. 
     The Town had advertised for an RFP for legal services. Of the two proposals received, 
one of the proposals was from the legal firm that currently represents the town (attorney 
W. Blake Fugate of the Norm D. Fugate Law Firm of Williston), and the other was from 
Gilligan, Gooding, Batsel, Anderson & Phelan out of Ocala (Marion County). 
     Inglis Mayor Andy White, Commissioner Joyce Schwing, Commissioner Steve 
Schwing and Commissioner Scott Levesque all spoke favorably of the Ocala firm. In 
addition to getting favorable reports from other attorneys familiar with the firm, and the 
same from some of the municipalities this firm has represented, it was mentioned 
during this special Town Council meeting that Gilligan, Gooding, Batsel, Anderson & 
Phelan would cost the town less money. 
     Public discussion centered around why the Town Council would want to change away 
from the present legal counsel, and if the bottom line was more favorable, would there 
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be any “hidden costs.” 
     Ron Zadorzany of Inglis asked if the reason for the RFP was due to the past 
performance of Fugate. Commissioner Levesque stated that it was a “job performance” 
issue. William Monteverde of Inglis added that during his time as an Inglis Town 
Council member, Fugate had several of what he considered “work performance” issues 
(the CDBG program, a garbage contract, the Mastadon, and the LCSO contract). 
     Marian Cain of the Yankeetown/Inglis Women’s Club and Inglis AmVets said she has 
spent a good portion of her career dealing with attorneys, and mileage and phone calls 
and consultations with attorneys usually incur additional billing. So, that would need to 
be clear in the contract, Cain said. 
     Commissioner J. Schwing indicated that this was a “team” of attorneys, where two 
attorneys (Christopher Anderson and Gwendolyn Williams) would be working together, 
but only one would come to the meetings. Commissioner J. Schwing said that new blood 
and fresh ideas are a good thing. 
     Commissioner Levesque added that there was an ethics issue he was concerned about 
(when what seemed like identical cases were treated differently in another town), and 
that he wanted someone that will work for the citizens. 
     Inglis Fire Chief John MacDonald said he wanted to know if this firm knew how to 
conduct a fire assessment or whether they “farmed it out.” The fire assessment to which 
Chief MacDonald refers is the study that helps town leaders create a fair fee assessment 
for fire protection. 
     The Commission did not know the answer to that question. So, Mayor White said he 
would check that out. 
     Commissioner J. Schwing made a motion to accept the contract from Gilligan, 
Gooding, Batsel, Anderson & Phelan, and with a second from Commissioner Levesque, 

the Council voted 4-0 in 
favor. 
 
Helen Ciallella speaks 
from the podium about 
community cooperation. 
  
     Another matter discussed 
was the Inglis Recreation 
Committee (IRC). 
     Why has the IRC not done 
anything for a year? Why has 
the South Levy Park not been 
used to its potential? 
     In a nutshell, the answer to 
these questions was -- the 
global COVID-19 pandemic. 
     The IRC did attempt an 
event in late October (“Trunk 
or Treat”), but only five cars 
showed up and hardly any 
children visited the event. 
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     IRC Chair RaJean LeFlower briefly explained to the Commission what the IRC 
“mission” is, and how dependent they are on volunteers. LeFlower then invited the 
Commission to come to one of its meetings. 
     Commissioner Tom Brennan (the liaison for the IRC) stated that the current group of 
IRC members is “not only good at what they do, they’re fantastic. So, don’t drive your 
volunteers away.” 
     Helen Ciallella of the Healthy Community Initiative, and the Yankeetown/Inglis 
Women’s Club, and a Yankeetown resident, also spoke highly of the IRC members, and 
that along with the Lions, Masons, Women’s Club, Scooter Haven Country Club, the 
AmVets, various businesses and individuals, the IRC is an important part of a 
collaborative community effort, having the best interests of the Inglis residents and 
visitors at heart. 
     Commissioner Levesque handed Commissioner Brennan a list of people who want to 
volunteer at the South Levy Ballpark. The next meeting for the IRC will be Monday, May 
17, at the Inglis Commission Room at 4:30 p.m. 
     No Commissioner knew who put the “use of equipment” on the agenda, but the 
question was whether town equipment could be used to clean up some Inglis residents’ 
properties. 
     Commissioner Levesque had been volunteering his time and equipment to help out 
some of the indigent or physically incapable individuals that had code enforcement 
violations. 
     Inglis Supervisor of Public Works Wayne Moore said that town equipment should 
only be used on town property, rights-of-way and easements. He indicated that it 
becomes a “public/private” issue, and most likely a misuse of equipment and 
misappropriation of funds. 
     Inglis Code Enforcement Officer Dave Banton said “I work for the town, but I also 
work for the neighbor.” 
     The Code enforcement Board can set the fine, but they also can remove that fine, he 
said. Banton said things were improving and that helping neighbors is something that is 
contagious, adding nonetheless that people need to be held accountable. 
     The final agenda item, Cason Acres flooding, was tabled from a previous regular 
meeting and is now scheduled to be discussed at the regular Town of Inglis Commission 
meeting on Tuesday, May 4 at 6 p.m. 

 


