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Fly-In draws people to Dixie County 

 
A USCG Hercules airplane and a USCG Jayhawk helicopter help start the 
Dixie County Chamber of Commerce’s Sixth Annual Business Expo and Fly-
in on Saturday (April 24) at the Cross City Airport. The expo included 
significant displays and videos for the celebration of Dixie County's 
centennial this year (1921-2021). 
 
Story, Photos and Videos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © April 25, 2021 at 11:11 a.m. 
     CROSS CITY – It was a Chamber of Commerce day at the Cross City Airport on 
Saturday (April 24). 
  

Houston Keen, 
one of three 
high profile 
musicians 
performing at 
the event, 
warms up 
before his first 
set on 
Saturday. 
Gordon & 
Goose -- Kerry 
Gordon and 
Goose 
Goodrich, and 
Jamey Michael 
King are the 
other topnotch musical artists who performed – for free. 
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Central Florida Electric Cooperative and Duke Energy Florida combined 
efforts again this year to put an American flag up to greet people to the 
event. 

 
With it being so breezy on occasion Saturday, this photo of the American 
flag shot through the sunroof of a 2013 Nissan Juke as it passed underneath 
does not show the stars too well. However, there are 50 on this flag. 
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     The weather was perfect, although a bit breezy on occasion. The event was free. 
Parking was free. People were friendly. It was a real winner of a day for Dixie County, 
and its county seat of Cross City. 
     The Sixth Annual Dixie County Chamber of Commerce Business Expo and Fly-in 
attracted people from near and far. Planes, helicopters, other aircraft and an impressive 
set of motorcycles, cars, trucks and other vehicles were among the many items on 
display at the event. 
 

 
People stroll down the street next to the airport as they visit with vendors of 
products and services in booths on either side of the road. This is near the 
start of what would become hundreds upon hundreds of visitors enjoying 
the event Saturday morning. Barbecue, Italian food, kettle corn and many 
other types of food and drink were available, as were a multitude of goods 
and services from the 104 business interests who bought booth space from 
the Dixie County Chamber of Commerce. 
 
     More than 100 vendors of products and services bought booth space this year, 
providing even more food and fun opportunities. 
    Once again, too, the stage next to The Trail Riders Club Building had extremely 
talented musicians performing live as well. 
     Children enjoyed free rides. And yes, there were helicopter rides and airplane rides 
for people willing to pay. 
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In this video (Seen By Clicking on the Photo Above) a USCG Hercules 
airplane and USCG Jayhawk helicopter fly over the Cross City Airport 
during the opening ceremonies. 
~ 
     The start of the event officially began with a fly-over by a United States Coast Guard 
C-130 Hercules airplane and a USCG MH-60T Jayhawk helicopter as The Star-Spangle 
Banner was being sung. Followed by The Pledge of Allegiance and an opening prayer, 
the day started. 
     Earlier, though, volunteers with the Dixie County Chamber of Commerce, Dixie 
County High School and other organizations helped visitors enjoy an exceptionally 
smooth and inviting parking experience. This free event brought plenty of visitors to the 
airport. 
     This event heralds a milestone, too, as Dixie County marks its 100th anniversary of 
being a county of its own – separated from Lafayette County a century ago. Cindy 
Chewning and Beth Ann Palmer of the Dixie County Historical Society are among the 
members and leaders of that organization who made the Trail Riders Club Building 
come alive with history. 
     There were three viewing areas of a loop of video created to highlight the century 
celebration. A couple of families with generations of Dixie County history in their 
bloodlines had spaces in the building, where they shared photos and stories. 
     Students from Old Town Elementary School, Anderson Elementary School, and Ruth 
Rains Middle School provided art to reflect Dixie County history, and it was seen on 
walls, including the works of winners from among those young artists. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZmYsJBVdkFw
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In this video, seen by clicking the picture above, people who bought a 
helicopter ride are brought back to Cross City Airport. Near the end of the 
short video, the people can be seen waving to the journalist capturing their 
ride on video. 
 

 
Kyle Schultz, criminal justice teacher and basketball coach at Dixie County 
High School, welcomes a motorist to the event. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qbZbiLKh-8E
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Jonathan Cooper, a Dixie County High School student and member of the 
DCHS Film Club, directs a motorist to a parking place. 
 

 
DCHS FFA Advisor Cynthia Mitchell and DCHS FFA Member Veronica 
Rigby provide a photo opportunity. At least eight FFA members and a 
number of Film Club members helped the multitude of visitors park their 
vehicles. 
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Sound Man Extraordinaire Jimmy Norris (left) and Audio Tech to the Stars 
Bob Leichner are seen after granting a request for a photo. Leichner, who is 
a teacher and drummer, as well as being husband to the multitalented and 
renowned musical star of stage as well as an accomplished fine arts artist 
Dotti Leichner, is the man who installed the amazing speakers years ago 
that still provide a public address system that serves the audience well at 
the airport. Dotti in her capacity as a purveyor of the fine arts, was among 
the many vendors at the event, too. She is also known for her bass guitar 
(and other instruments) talent and as a singer. 
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Michele Burke, a DCHS teacher of aerospace studies, holds an unmanned 
aerial system (drone) at the event. Dixie County High School’s aerospace 
program is among the many fine points of education at this public high 
school, and Burke is among the many educational professionals who helped 
make this year’s Expo and Fly-In a resounding success. 
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Coordinator Phil Hancock of Chapter 797 of the Experimental Aircraft 
Association of Live Oak stands behind the sign for the Young Eagles at the 
event. Hancock said there is going to be a rally June 5 for children aged 8 to 
17 years old to enjoy free airplane rides at Cross City Airport. There are 
limited seats available for the June 5 (8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.) event. To 
register, go to https://yeday.org/. Find the June 5 event for Cross City 
Airport and click on register. 
 

 
Representing the Chaires family at the historic event Saturday (April 24) 
are (from left) Darbi Chaires Meisner, James Meisner, Kinsley Cupp and 
Kirstyn Cupp. 

https://yeday.org/


HardisonInk.com 
 

 
Ready to share historic information about Dixie County with interested 
people are Dixie County Historical Society members Cindy Chewning (left) 
and Beth Ann Palmer. 
 
 
North Florida 
Medical 
Centers 
Director of 
Operations 
Travis Coker 
and Manager 
Jan Parks man 
the table in 
front of the big 
vehicle from 
that service 
provider. North 
Florida Medical 
Centers, Inc. 
(NFMC) 
consists of 10 
community 
health centers located at 10 sites throughout North Florida that provide a 
quality and affordable medical and dental care home for the entire family. 
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Ruth Ann Lovelace (left) and Carol West, two members of the Dixie County 
Chamber of Commerce Board of Director, pause for a photo opportunity 
when asked to do so. Among the other Chamber leaders are Andrew Rains, 
Cheryll Jones, Melanie Anderson, Cindy Bellot, Debbie Dembo, Terry 
Dembo, Richard Balog, Darbi Chairs, Rebecca Fusco, John Cherry, Debbie 
DeWeese, Robbie Lee and Beverly Pivacek. 

 
Patty Hayes and Jim Hayes are among the leaders in the Christian 
Motorcycle Chapter forming in Dixie County, Gilchrist County and Levy 
County. For more information about how to join, call Jimmy at 352-542-
0898 or 304-279-2151. 
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This 2010 Boeing CH-47F Chinook is an advanced multi-mission helicopter 
for the United States Army and international defense forces. This aircraft 
was at the Cross City Airport and provided a backdrop for some of its crew 
who were there. 
 

 
Seen here in front of the big Florida National Guard aircraft are (from left) 
Florida National Guard (Army) First Lt. Isaiah Carlton, Sgt. Ricardo Losert 
and Sgt. Benjamin Torres. Some of the other member of the Florida 
National Guard with this group were on the other side of the helicopter 
speaking with people. This machine carries 32 passengers. 
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Children enjoy free rides on a ‘train’ of ‘flying’ vehicles. This free ride is 
provided by Chapter 797 of the Experimental Aircraft Association of Live 
Oak. EAA 797 is a group of aviation enthusiasts, aircraft builders, and pilots 
who get together with like-minded people to share ideas, exchange 
information, encourage safety, serve the local aviation community and have 
a lot of fun doing so. 
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(from left) Kenneth Bell of Levy County, Donnie Bryans of Daytona Beach 
(and of the Florida Freestyle Aerobatics Association) and Daniel Rivera of 
Tampa are among the pilots of the radio-controlled aircraft demonstrations 
at the airport Saturday. These men were among the many, many stars who 
are part of a huge army of volunteers that went to Cross City -- attracted by 
the Dixie County Chamber of Commerce -- to help promote tourism and 
other forms of business in Dixie County. The flights of these radio-
controlled aircraft were awe-inspiring. 
 

 
This 1946 Cessna is among a very long line of airplanes on display at Cross 
City Airport. 
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Looking from the other end of the line shows some of the many aircraft that 
were able to be viewed during the Fly-In. 
 

 
 

 
Motorcycles, cars and trucks were on exhibit as well again this year. The car 
show alone is enough to bring in a zillion people. Once again, the Dixie 
County Chamber of Commerce, with help from many business interests, 
schools, students, teachers and an army of volunteers made the event a 
resounding success. Given that people work to defeat COVID-19 by getting 
vaccinated and using proper pandemic hygiene, next year's event may be 
even bigger. 
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Aerobatics Pilot Win Brown of Chiefland (left) is seen with his friend and 
fellow pilot Kenneth Bell of Levy County. They enjoy flying. 

 
Florida Forest Service Wildland Firefighter Cody Spencer and Florida 
Forest Service Wildland Firefighter Paul Stephens prepare to tell people 
methods to reduce wildland fires, as well as to share a wealth of knowledge 
about their profession. 
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Florida Forest Service Wildland Firefighter Paul Stephens is among the 
firefighters who also flies aircraft for the Florida Forest Service to prevent 
and put out wildfires. 

 
David Osteen of Dixie County speaks with Debbie DeWeese of the Dixie 
County Chamber of Commerce. DeWeese was giving out tickets galore – for 
free – to people so that the people could be eligible for free cash money. 
That’s right, the Chamber gave away money at this event – with no need to 
buy a ticket to win it. 
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Henry 
Jeffries, 24, 
of Dixie 
County is a 
blacksmith. 
Here he is as 
one of the 
vendors at 
the Dixie 
County 
Chamber of 
Commerce 
Expo. In his 
other job, 
Jeffries 
works 
fulltime as a 
welder at 
Sandvik 
Mining & 
Rock 
Technology 
in Alachua. 
He had a 
portable blast 
furnace going 
at the site 
and he 
pounded the 
hot iron on 
an anvil to 
create items 
for sale at the 
scene. This 
enterprising 
young man is 
well-
mannered, 
too. Hope 

springs eternal as another generation steps up to the plate to carry forward 
with the many different American dreams that will come to fruition over 
the space-time continuum. Go blacksmiths and welders! 

 


