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to stop CrabFest promoter 
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     LEVY COUNTY – Eighth Judicial Circuit Court Judge Craig C. DeThomasis ordered a temporary 

injunction against Keniuel Gates yesterday (Wednesday, April 21) in regard to Gates promoting and conducting 

CrabFest 2021 in Levy County, east of the City of Williston. 

     Gates reportedly has used social media afterward to say he won’t have CrabFest 2021, but instead will lead 

“a protest” on that day. Meanwhile, the Levy County Sheriff’s Office has issued a motorist advisory to avoid the 

area where CrabFest has been conducted in past years. (It is on the POLICE PAGE. Please remember to scroll 

down on pages.) 

     Church leaders, property owners and residents in the affected area of Levy County, as well the Levy County 

Board of County Commissioners, Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum and others have worked to stop this 

annual event, which has included some level of violence, including the death of one person and a few others 

injured by bullets one year. 

     The festival has grown to the level of causing traffic jams and other problems in the area. Historically, it 

started as a small, local annual party. It grew beyond the ability of the area to sustain it and the festival, or huge 

block party, has caused the quality of life to be diminished in that residential area each year for many years, 

during the festival. 

     It reached the point, where the county government stepped in to help the people of the area. 

     Circuit Court Judge DeThomasis ruled that Levy County succeeded in meeting its burden of proof to 

demonstrate the elements necessary for the issuance of a preliminary temporary injunction. 

     The facts and evidence presented to the judge by Levy County proved there was a likelihood of irreparable 

harm and an unavailability of adequate remedy at law. The Court likewise found the county proved Gates’ 

promotion of the April 24 and 25 event is centered around a “musical or entertainment festival” without Gates 

previously obtaining a permit for the event. 

     The ordinance by the county seeks to assure there is adequate ability for garbage disposal, traffic control, 

parking plans and security personnel to assure safety at the event, the Court ruled. Evidence and testimony 

presented to the judge proved Gates has failed to show Levy County that he has provided what is required for 

public safety at the event. 

     The immediate threat to public health, safety and welfare, especially given the current concerns caused by 

the global COVID-19 pandemic, outweigh any possible harm to Gates from the court enjoining him to stop this 

event, the judge ruled. 

     The Court also ruled that Levy County proved this injunction will not disserve the public interest. 

     Until the Court dissolves the injunction or modifies the order that took effect yesterday (Wednesday, April 

21), Gates must “… immediately cease and desist from any activities promoting, organizing or conducting the 

2021 CrabFest event or similar event.” 

     The judge noted the order is binding on people “… in active concert or participation” with Gates. 

     The order remains effective until a subsequent order terminates it, or after Gates obtains a permit approved 

by Levy County for CrabFest or any similar event. 
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