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Sojourner critiques tour 

of America’s people and churches 

 
Stephen Patrick Young, 64, is seen outside the Luther Callaway Public Library in Chiefland on 

Monday afternoon (April 19). Young said he is walking across America to promote a camp that 

helps children. The library is one of five public libraries in Levy County. Young uses public 

libraries as he travels from town-to-town. This is his seventh or eighth 'walk' around the 

nation, as best as can be determined from research. 
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     CHIEFLAND – A man who said he is 64-years-old and reported that he has walked 10,000 miles across 

America in the past year-plus passed through Chiefland on Monday (April 19). 

     Later, on Tuesday morning (April 20), he could be seen sitting on his backpack and tent next to U.S. Alt. 27 

just outside Chiefland heading toward Bronson. 

     He said his name is Stephen “Steve” Patrick Young and he owns property in Margate (a city in Broward 

County) and Patrick Springs, Virginia (a census-designated place in Patrick County, Virginia). 

     Young said he started walking across America on March 10, 2020 as he left Virginia. From there, he said, he 

went to California. The play-by-play, state-by-state, step-by-step journey may have been available as he 

chatted. 

     His single message for the world, though, was to endorse a particular enterprise that helps children. 

     HardisonInk.com contacted the interest, which Young said he is moved to bring people into awareness 

about. 

     According to the president and chief executive officer of that group, this is the seventh or eighth such 

“walks” by Young since 2007, and staff from the organization have spoken with the walker. 
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     The camp that helps children “is aware of his walks to raise awareness.” Staff had contact with him five or so 

years ago and asked that he make sure people know he is not affiliated with the camp and should not be 

accepting donations on the camp’s behalf, the president and CEO said. 

     Young said he is a retired auto body mechanic who was moved by the Spirit of God to take this journey 

across America to bring people into awareness about this particular camp for children. Young is a Christian, he 

said. To be more specific about the kind of Christian he is, Young said he is against abortion and favors 

executions. 

     When questioned about his belief that humans executing humans was proper and according to what Jesus 

would want, Young explained that he (Young) is an “eye for an eye” kind of guy. 

     Young concedes that he is not a biblical scholar. The “eye for an eye” version Young is considering is more 

Old Testament than New Testament. 

     As for Christianity (New Testament) regarding the “eye for an eye” theme, in Matthew 5:38-48, Jesus does 

not say to take an eye if an eye is lost in battle. Jesus is not in favor of retribution, according to The Gospel. 

Instead, He said to tolerate an attack. 

     If a person sues you for your shirt, then given them your shirt and coat as well, Jesus said as part of one of 

His sermons. 

     The New International Version of those New Testament verses follows: 

Eye For An Eye 

     38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’[a] 39 But I tell you, do not resist an 

evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also. 40 And if anyone wants 

to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your coat as well. 41 If anyone forces you to go one mile, go with them 

two miles. 42 Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you. 

Love For Enemies 

     43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor[b] and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, love 

your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He 

causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you 

love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you 

greet only your own people, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, 

therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

 

     While Young is not well-versed in some aspects of Christianity, he understands that some people give 

without measure, while others only reward some people who they anticipate can help them. 

     Young said he has walked 70 percent of the 10,000 miles he logged so far. He goes about eight to 10 miles a 

day. While he does not hitchhike per se, if a person offers him a ride, he accepts rides – like the one from Old 

Town to Chiefland. 

     As for a place to stay, food to eat, restrooms with showers, Young indicated that he is catch-as-catch-can. He 

has spent $7,000 of his own money this past year-plus, he said. Otherwise, he has a tent. 

    If people want to donate to this particular camp, he is allegedly on a mission from God to promote, then 

Young feels he has met his mission. If people want to give him money for room and board, then that is their 

choice too, Young said. 

     Young said that his venture through Cross City (Dixie County) showed him people in that place who are 

among the top five of the 1,000 or so cities he visited during his walking tour of America. City Manager John 

Driggers and Cross City Police Chief Stant Bradley put him up in a motel room and treated him to a wonderful 

breakfast, including coffee, at the Taste of Dixie Restaurant. 

     “I had not had French toast in a long time,” Young said. “And they put a lot of food on the plate there (at the 

Taste of Dixie Diner).” 

     As Young walked next to U.S. Highway 19 outside of Old Town, on his way southbound out of Dixie County, 
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a preacher saw him and took him home to spend the night at his home, before giving Young a ride to his next 

stop – the Chiefland Police Station. 

     During the interview Monday (April 19), Young said he has not been vaccinated against COVID-19, but he 

does wear a facemask to prevent him from catching or spreading the virus. 

     In Chiefland, Young spoke with staff at the Chiefland Police Department and at City Hall. He was advised by 

them, and by the journalist with whom he spoke Monday afternoon, to visit the Tri-County Community 

Resource Center to learn about potential aids for him since he did not have money for a Greyhound bus ticket, 

motel rooms or food. 

     TCCRC Manager Beverly Goodman said in an interview Tuesday afternoon (April 20) that she had heard 

about Young, and she had hygiene materials and a motel room lined up and waiting to provide to him to help 

him for that night, but he did not drop by for the help. 

     As for the treatment by people he saw during his yearlong-plus trek across America, Young said that 20 

percent of the towns he visited just wanted to push him out of town to the next town. 

     “That’s fine,” Young said. “I let the Lord take care of it.” 

     As for organized religion, Young said he visited in excess of 50 churches this year. He mentioned that it is an 

exceedingly small percentage of people from churches who were willing to help him. 

     Young is very adept at spinning yarns, telling stories and the like. Given what was seen late Tuesday 

morning, with him sitting on his backpack and tent next to U.S. Alt. 27 outside of Chiefland, the odds seem 

strong for him to be visiting Bronson, then Williston and Ocala and beyond, probably with travel more as a 

passenger than as a walker, due to the miles between cities. 

     Young said he anticipates being back in Margate by the end of May. Once there, he will work with his 

brother on the rental properties he said they own and manage. Virginia is his preferred home, he intimated, 

and that seems like a more like a resting point in the summer. 

     Given information found by interviewing the group that Young is allegedly seeking to bring people into 

awareness of, this most recent walking tour may not be his last. 

     Young mentioned having kept a log of his journey, and he has taken some number of pictures during his 

adventure as well. Is there a book in the offing? That potential exists, according to what Young said Monday 

afternoon. 


