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Levy County seeks new county attorney 

 
Levy County Attorney Anne Bast-Brown speaks to the County Commission on 

Tuesday (April 20). 
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     LEVY COUNTY – Levy County Attorney Anne Bast-Brown announced she is retiring June 

30, and the Levy County Board of County Commissioners on Tuesday (April 20) began the 

process to find a replacement. 

     County Commissioner Mike Joyner was the first member of that five-person board to help 

step up the plan to advertise by two weeks before the planned start – two weeks hence on May 4. 

     It was not by a motion, though, but instead by consensus that Joyner was joined in the idea 

by County Commission Chairman John Meeks and Commissioners Rock Meeks, Matt Brooks 

and Lilly Rooks. 

     The matter came to light during an informational item from County Coordinator Wilbur 

Dean. He was going through the prioritization of projects related to the legal department of the 

County Commission. During that discussion, too, Brooks mentioned the idea of hiring helpers or 

other attorneys to get more done between now and July 1. 

     Apparently, the current office for the county attorney is small, because Chairman Meeks 

mentioned the unlikelihood of fitting two attorneys in there at the same time for a transition or 

for some lawyer to help Brown. 

     Despite some mentioned preference to wait for an approved advertisement, the five people 

agreed to get moving on the process for replacing Brown as of Tuesday. Staff is working under 

that direction. 

     In other news from the meeting, a woman complained that her property has a steep incline 

next to a county road in the Williston area, and vehicles driven by suspected drunken drivers 

and distracted drivers crash through her fence. Shattered glass is difficult to get out of the 
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pasture, she said. 

     She fears for her horses, that may be hit be crash vehicles or might leave the pasture through 

a broken fence. She complained about money she had to spend for fence repairs. 

     The Levy County Road Department is addressing the issue by looking at the matter, again. 

 

 
Joyce Wilson of Unity Family Community Center of Gainesville, founded by Pastor 

Willie Battles of Williston in 2002, tells the County Commission about a mentoring 

program that helps 900 students in Levy County. UCC is among the many partners 

with the Levy County Prevention Coalition. 

 
Tisha Whitehurst of the Levy County Tourist Development Council reads a 

proclamation to declare May 2-8 as National Travel and Tourism Week in Levy 

County. The County Commission agreed and voted 5-0 to make the proclamation. 
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Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum accepts a 5-0 vote of approval for an increase 

of $53,200 to his budget due to needed expenses that were beyond the budgeted 

amount. At the start of the meeting Tuesday (April 20), Commissioner Mike 

Joyner mentioned in the opening prayer for the healing of the deputy injured in a 

crash recently. Soon after the start of the meeting, County Commission Chairman 

John Meeks reminded people it has been three years since two active deputies with 

the Gilchrist County Sheriff’s Office were murdered in a Trenton restaurant. 
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Levy County Solid Waste Department Administrative Director Rod Hastings 

presents a PowerPoint program to show the County Commission information 

about this county’s department for handling garbage and recycling. Hastings 

showed old equipment that has been replaced. He showed the cost for taxpayers as 

well as the services offered. And he compared that in Levy County with what is 

offered in Alachua, Dixie and Gilchrist counties. He mentioned that Gilchrist 

County is adopting some methods from Levy County. A recent meeting in Dixie 

County showed that neighboring county may be revising its services to be more 

like Levy County. Hastings repeatedly noted his appreciation for the people who 

work in his department, and for many other county staff members who help 

support the operations to serve the residents and visitors of Levy County. 

Hastings' presentation included information about the three satellite collection 

sites, which have vastly improved the ability for people to bring their own 

household garbage to those spots. Trailers are not allowed there. Commercial 

haulers and residents with trailers full of garbage still need to go to the Bronson 

site. 


