
HardisonInk.com 
Tyler Vorhees takes oath of office 

 
Levy County Court Judge J.T. Browning (right) administers the oath of office to 
Tyler Vorhees, who is filling the seat vacated by Bronson Town Councilman 
Berlon Weeks, or not vacated by Weeks. There is a motion to dismiss Weeks’s suit 
regarding whether he resigned from office or not. There is also a jury trial set to 
decide the matter in the summer of 2022 if it is not dismissed. In September there 
is an election to decide the next person to occupy this seat. Therefore, the term 
will expire before the jury trial, if the question of whether Weeks resigned goes to 
a jury to answer. 
 
Story, Photos and Video 
By Jeff M. Hardison © April 20, 2021 at 9:11 p.m. 
     BRONSON – Immediately after a tumultuous public hearing for an increase in water and 
sewer rates in Bronson on Monday night (April 19), Tyler Vorhees took the office and became 
the youngest member of the Bronson Town Council. 

 
In this video, Levy 
County Court 
Judge J.T. 
Browning 
administers the 
oath of office to 
Tyler Vorhees. To 
see the video, click 
on the photo with 
a big icon on it, 
above, to show it is 
to be clicked on to 
see a video. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MyUiZUjCZgg
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 People object to water and sewer rates 

 
Steven Crowell yells comments from his seat in the audience rather than going to 
the podium during the public hearing Monday night. Bronson has been relatively 
lax in having people state their names or to refrain from cussing and yelling 
during at least the past 15 years of Town Council meetings in the Dogan Cobb 
Municipal Building. Concluding his statements, Crowell said he is going to install 
his own water pump rather than use the town’s water, and as for paying a sewer 
service fee, he does not see that as being possible since he will not be using town 
water to be measured as a determinant for an amount of sewer service. 
 
     BRONSON – Three customers showed up for the public hearing on rate increases for 
water and sewer service by the Town of Bronson on Monday night (April 19). 
     Luis Sanchez and April Gonzalez, who live at the same residence, and Steven Crowell 
complained that the fee is too high. 
     Sanchez and Gonzalez are not happy about the placement of a utility pole on the property, 
too, even though it is needed to power the pump station for the wastewater collected from the 
residence. 
     As for Crowell, he had no qualms about cussing at the Town Council members as he said the 
rates are too high. Concluding his tirade, Crowell said he is going to install a well to have his 
own water supply, and then the town cannot charge him for sewer service, because the sewer 
fees are based on water consumption. 
    Crowell announced, too, that he does not need a permit to put a well on property he owns in 
the town limits, as he spoke about it being his “castle.” Another term he used indicating his 
general view of government is that somehow the Town Council was “treading” on him. 
     Home Advisor noted the cost to install a well is between $1,500 and $12,000. 
     Councilman Aaron Edmondson and Mayor Beatrice Roberts tried to explain to all three 
people that everyone who can connect to the wastewater collection system must do so as a 
matter of local law. Also, Edmondson tried to let Crowell know the concept of central 
wastewater treatment rather than individual septic tanks in Bronson is to help the 
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environment. 
     Beyond helping planet Earth, the improved wastewater collection system in the town is a 
factor of improving the infrastructure to attract business, to increase the local availability of 
jobs and to bolster the local economy. 
     At one point, Sanchez said he has spoken with an attorney regarding what he sees as the 
local government’s actions. 
     The new water and sewer service rates reflect an 11.5 percent increase above the previous 
rates. 
     The base monthly rate for water service at a residence in Bronson is $11.09. That took effect 
on March 1. 
     The new base rate for sewer service for a one-inch meter in Bronson is $35.68. 
     Therefore, the minimum monthly rate for a residence using Bronson water and sewer 
service then is $46.77. 


