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Cedar Key Art Festival resumes 

 
Rolly Ray Reel says his art is influenced by surrealist Salvador Dali. His 
painting of jellyfish demonstrates surrealism. Reel won an Award of 
Excellence in Mixed Media. 
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     CEDAR KEY -- The Old Florida Celebration of the Arts on Saturday (April 17) 
looked much like it has for the past 57 years in Cedar Key except for subtle changes 
reflecting meticulous pre-planning by organizers to protect visitors and artists from 
health issues caused by the global COVID-19 pandemic. 
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Sculptor Robert Boyle described his style as painting with fire. He said the 
colors of his copper artwork are derived from heat. 
 
     Organizers provided a safe environment, as much as was humanly possible. The first 
of the two-day was in relatively good weather. Sunday, the clouds opened up and rain 
was a dominant factor in the morning. 
     Bev Ringenberg, president of the Cedar Key Arts Center (CKAC), said the art center’s 
board began preliminary planning for the festival in late December at a time when they 
were cautiously optimistic that a festival might be possible on April 17 based on what 
they were hearing about the worldwide pandemic. The CKAC sponsored the festival. 
     As the dates for the festival approached in February and March, the board began 
closely tracking the rate of COVID-19 cases per 100,000 and the rate of positive tests in 
the counties surrounding three festivals that occurred in this region before The Old 
Florida Celebration of the Art. 
      “We watched to see if there were impacts from these festivals,” Ringenberg said. 
“One festival was really small, one medium-sized and one large that fell into the 
timeframe that we were trying to track. And none of them showed any increases in cases 
per 100,000 or a higher percent of positivity. So, our decision was based on that as well 
as the community. Cedar Key has been extremely busy. People have found Cedar Key. 
It’s overwhelming on weekends here.” 
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Bev Ringenberg, president of the Cedar Key Arts Center, stands on a 
balcony overlooking the festival Saturday. The weather was nearly perfect. 
 

 
Visitors to the festival walk along the largest of two pathways through the 
festival midway. The use of two pathways was aimed at reducing face-to-
face contact by visitors. 
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Becca King, Payton Campbell, Autumn Becker, Rachael Brinman and 
Karoeigh Becker sell fish dinners on the first day of the festival. Money 
raised by the group will support Cedar Key School FFA projects. 
 

 
Lacie Morris, Hollee Porter and Arabell McNulty sell water to visitors in 
support of their Cedar Key School Safety Patrol trip around Florida. 
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Courtney McCain Alauna Eslinger and Lizzy Champagne sell peanuts for the 
Cedar Key fourth grade. 
 
     One of the concerns was whether Cedar Key could handle a festival on top of all the 
other activity, such as boaters launching and landing here. Ringenberg said the board 
asked the community for input. The board took a great deal of time weighing the issues 
before making a final decision on March 27 to go forward with the festival. 
     While it’s true the number of cases has gone up in many Florida counties since March 
27, Ringenberg said it is also true that the number of vaccines administered to 
Floridians also has been rising. 
      The only county that is showing a decline in the cases per 100,000 and a decline in 
the positivity rate that we are tracking in North Florida is Sumter County, she said, and 
their vaccination rate is 63 percent right now. So, vaccinations are working. The 
vaccination rate for the population there is not up to what is wanted, 70 to 80 percent. 
     The Florida county with the highest vaccination rate is showing a decline in new 
COVID-19 cases, and it’s still declining as it was before spring break, Ringenberg said. 
     Given those statistics, Ringenberg said her board decided to layout the festival in a 
way that would protect visitors, artists and participants in non-profit organizations. The 
number of artist tents was reduced from the normal 120 to 85. 
     She said artists’ tents were set up to create two pathways through the festival midway 
instead of one. The largest pathway was 14-feet wide, large enough to accommodate a 
fire truck and the other was half that size. The front opening of the tents was alternated, 
with one tent facing the larger pathway and the next facing the smaller pathway. 
     Tents were a full tent-space apart to create greater separation. There was no music at 
the festival that might foster crowds. Most of the non-profit groups participating this 
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year were small school-based youth groups raising money for their organizations. 
Arrows were drawn on the street to encourage social distancing. Stations were set up to 
provide masks and hand sanitizer. 
      “So far, I’ve been out here the last few hours and people are following the arrows. 
There are arrows on signs. Most people are doing the correct flow, which is good. We 
have a real good group of artists. I’m just very pleased with the uniqueness, the talent 
and the quality and hopefully the balance of disciplines,” she said. 
     Ringenberg and her board members, all of whom are volunteering their time, are 
actively involved in operating the festival. Less than a dozen are involved in running the 
festival. They kept their fingers crossed about the weather on Sunday. The forecast was 
for an all-day rain. 
     As for the original forecast for Saturday, it was a wet one. The heavy rain stopped at 
6:30 a.m. and never came back on Saturday. 
     The artists are a talented group. 
     Rolly Ray Reel’s surreal painting of jellyfish swimming in the ocean caught the eye of 
many visitors. 
      “My art has a touch of surrealism in it. I’ve always been a fan of Salvador Dali’s work, 
so you can see some of Dali’s influence in my work,” he said. 
      Next door, many of the copper sculptures of Robert Boyle hung from his tent and 
those works danced in the wind. He said there is quite a bit of engineering in his art. 
       “Painting with fire is how I create the colors. All of the colors are generated with 
heat. I’m actually developing that art form,” he said. 
      For the kids from Cedar Key School, the festival was a chance to raise money for their 
favorite projects. 
      Lacie Morris, Hollee Porter and Arabell McNulty were selling bottles of water for a 
Cedar Key Safety Patrol trip around Florida. 
      They said the original plan to visit Washington D.C. was scrubbed because many of 
the places they would have visited are closed due to COVID-19. 
      Courtney McCain, Alauna Eslinger and Lizzy Champagne were selling peanuts for 
the fourth grade. 
      Becca King, Payton Campbell, Autumn Becker, Rachel Brinkman and Karoeigh 
Becker, most of them CKS eighth graders, were selling fish and French fries in support 
of the school’s FFA projects. 
      Mike Allen and other adults were selling crab cakes for the Cedar Key Chamber of 
Commerce. 
 

Old Florida Celebration of the Arts 2021 Award Winners 
 
Best of Show 
Harry Welsch of Lutz - Ceramics - Booths 25 and 26 
 
Best 2D 
Robert Goodlett of Ocala - Painting - Booth 29 

Best 3D 
Jerry & Susan Remillard of South West Ranches - Wood - Booth 37 
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Awards of Excellence 
Juan Cahue - Jewelry - Booth 51 
Rolly Ray Reel - Mixed Media - Booth 45 
Michelle McLenden - Fiber Leather - Booth 68 
Julie Tibus - Mixed Media - Booth 31 
 
Cedar Key Arts Center Creativity Award 
Janet Herman - Fiber Leather - Booth 8 
 
Awards of Distinction 
Charles Bell - Wood - Booth 4 
Robert Boyce - Sculpture - Booth 60 
Richard Burton - Photography - Booth 14 
Hoyt Childers - Ceramics - Booth 56 
Amy Gernhardt - Ceramics - Booth 13 
Joe Lewis - Sculpture - Booth 28 
Jeanne Littleton - Wood Media - Booth 81 
Cynthia Mantini - Painting - Booth 63 
Jennifer Peck - Mixed Media - Booth 79 
Grant Wood - Painting - Booth 38 

 


