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Inglis seeks to potentially replace town attorney 
Subregional sewer project information updated 
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     INGLIS -- After the Tuesday (April 6) evening meeting of the Inglis Town Council, the city is 
advertising for requests for proposals from attorneys who want to be the Inglis town attorney, 
according to records. 
     The Town Council, under the new business part of the agenda, scheduled and discussed methods to 
reduce the cost of having W. Blake Fugate or Norm D. Fugate continue as the attorney for the town. 
     Information in that ad shows that the Town of Inglis is seeking proposals from qualified members 
of the Florida Bar to provide contract legal services to the Town by serving as the Town Attorney. 
     Inglis has a population of approximately 1,300, and provides a strong commission, weak mayor 
form of government with an annual budget and nine full-time employees. Town Commission 
meetings are regularly scheduled on the First Tuesday of each month. 
     The basic requirements for attorneys applying for the position are that the attorneys applying will 
demonstrate at least three years of governmental / administrative law and related field experience 
with emphasis on ordinance drafting, code enforcement annexation, comprehensive land use and 
zoning, municipal and interlocal agreements, risk management, and labor / personnel issues with a 
working knowledge of municipal, state, federal land constitutional law. 
     The services to be provided, also according to the advertisement, are that “The proposer shall 
provide both a summary and detailed explanation of the legal services to be provided to the Mayor, 
Town Commission and staff including support services, and availability of legal counsel.” 
     As for the fee structure, “Proposer shall detail fees for services on a fixed rate of compensation per 
month, including costs along with an hourly rate for matters beyond the agreed upon scope of 
service,” according to the request for proposals. 
     Attorneys interested in this position must deliver documents showing that intent to the Town of 
Inglis, no later than 12 p.m. (noon) on Tuesday, April 23. 
     Applicants will send or deliver their information to: Inglis Town Hall, 135 Levy County Road 40 W., 
Inglis. The mailing address is P.O. Drawer 429, Inglis, 34449-0429. 
     Some people call that county road “Highway 40,” however State Road 40 becomes Levy County 
Road 40 at the Marion County-Levy County line. 
     Another way for attorneys to submit their response to this request for proposals is by email to 
Town Clerk Darlene Slattery at townclerk@townofinglis.org. 
     On another matter of relatively high importance from that meeting, the Council unanimously 
agreed for Justin deMello, project manager with the environmental consultant Woodard & Curran, to 
return to the May 4 meeting, which begins at 6 p.m. in Inglis Town Hall, to provide more information 
about a wastewater funding opportunity with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection. 
     Former Mayor Drinda Merritt succeeded in obtaining hundreds of thousands of dollars for the 
study conducted by Woodward & Curran so far. 
     So far, the Town of Inglis has paid zero dollars for project to bring a subregional wastewater 
treatment facility. 
     Funding so far included a 2017 State of Florida grant for $500,000, which has been completed. The 
$572,178 state grant is still active and being utilized for the process, as is the $150,000 grant from the 
Florida Department of Environment Protection’s (FDEP) State Revolving Fund Program, according to 
records. 
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   deMello provided information to the Inglis Town Council to show a subregional wastewater 
treatment planning feasibility study started in December of 2017, according to records. The study, 
which was 100 percent funded by the State of Florida General Revenue Fund, was completed in May 
of 2019, according to records. 
     The regional study looked at 18 square miles in Citrus County and Levy County, with an estimated 
1,400 septic systems – of which 344 are permitted, according to the report by DeMello on Tuesday 
(April 6). 
     A summary of the feasibility study included that: 
     ● A wastewater treatment facility and collection system is technically feasible for the 18 square-
mile study area; and 
     ● Grant funding is required to make the entire $20 million system feasible. 
     The $20 million cost comes from $14 million for the collection system (pipes, pumps, etc.) and $6 
million for treatment and disposal costs. Annual operation and maintenance costs are shown at 
$325,000. Recommended renewal and replacement costs are estimated at $75,000 now. 
     The current average consumer would pay between $39 and $49 a month now, if the projects were 
95 percent grant funded. The goal is to lower that to an average cost of $29 to $39 a month, according 
to records. Part of these calculations includes an assumption that vacant lots would pay $15 a month, 
which would generate $57,2540 a year, according to the April 6 report by DeMello. 
     If the Inglis Town Council chose to stop now and do nothing, then there are costs for septic tank 
owners. 
     The Florida Legislature adopted a law in 2020 for mandatory septic tank inspections. 
     For owners who must replace their septic tanks, that cost runs between $7,000 and $15,000, 
deMello reported. The average cost for advanced septic systems is between $14,000 and $20,000, he 
reported. 
     The Inglis Town Council is scheduled to again learn more about what this project will cost and how 
it will help the environment and the Withlacoochee Gulf Area. 

 


