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City Manager Mary Ellzey slated for 
retirement March 30 
Celebration to honor the memory of 
Ernest A. Haile set for May 29 

 
This map shows the 
location of Eddie 
Buie Park in 
Chiefland. It is south 
of Southwest Fourth 
Avenue (State Road 
345) on Southwest 
Fifth Street (Buie 
Park Road). 
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     CHIEFLAND – The 
hiring of a new city 
manager is in the offing, 
given that Chiefland 
City Manager Mary 
Ellzey is retiring 
effective with her last 

day on the job March 30. 
     With a starting annual salary range between $51,000 to $77,000, as well as job 
duties, the proposed new written guidelines for hiring a future city manager was 
approved 5-0. This includes a 30-day advertising process to seek qualified applicants for 
the job. 
     Current City Manager Mary Ellzey said her annual salary is $68,978 now. 
     An interim city manager will be appointed at the first meeting in April. 
     Given the proposed timeline for advertising, interviewing and selection from among 
the candidates, a new Chiefland city manager may be in office at some point this 
summer. 
     Alice Monyei, a former member of the Chiefland City Commission, addressed on 
Monday night (March 8) the current group leading this municipality about conducting 
the annual May Day Celebration at Eddie Buie Park. 
     The Ernest A. Haile Memorial Wall was unveiled at what would have been the 2020 
version of the May Day Celebration (May 23, 2020), which did not happen as a result of 
the global COVID-19 pandemic. 
     To read the exclusively first-published story and photos about the Ernest A. Haile 
Memorial Wall, click HERE. 
     “Since we did not have the celebration we felt Mr. Haile deserved,” Monyei said, “we 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2020/05/5-30-20-memorial-wall-unveiled-at-eddie-buie-park-ernest-a.-haile-jr.-memorialized.pdf
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have planned to try it again this year to include the dedication of the memorial wall.” 
     The celebration is not slated for May 29, a Saturday, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Eddie 
Buie Park in Chiefland. The park is located south of Southwest Fourth Avenue (State 
Road 345) on Southwest Fifth Street (Buie Park Road). 
     Monyei mentioned that Chiefland Water and Facilities Manager Shane Keene has 
agreed to put up a stage. Chiefland Mayor Chris Jones has agreed to provide a public 
address system, she said. There are going to be ball games organized by the Chiefland 
Area Athletic Association, Monyei said. 
     Although there was no formal vote, the Chiefland City Commission intimated that it 
agrees with all of this – as it had the previous year, when the event was relatively 
sidelined except for the unveiling of the memorial wall. 
     City Commissioner Norman Weaver said he knew Haile, attended church with him, 
and would be pleased if more people reflected practices and behavior to match what is 
often preached by Christians. Monyei said she looks forward to seeing Weaver and other 
city commissioners at this event. 
     Another event planned and mentioned Monday night was a revival by the Higher 
Anointing Church. That revival is set for May 16 through May 23 at Trailhead Park, the 
city park across the street from the Historic Chiefland Train Depot. 
     Trailhead Park is on the western side Main Street (U.S. Highway 19) essentially 
between Southwest Third Avenue and Southwest First Avenue. It’s a grassy area that is 
not marked by signs. By consensus, the City Commission agreed to that revival being 
held there. 

OTHER NEWS 
     In other news from that Monday night meeting, some students were recognized as 
students of the month in Chiefland. Police Chief Scott Anderson was given a 5-0 vote of 
approval to apply for a $500 grant from Walmart for public safety. 
     The Tri-County Athletic Commission (TCAC), a new sports league group formed from 
people who were unhappy with the Chiefland Area Athletic Association (CAAA), was 
part of a discussion between City Attorney Norm Fugate and the City Commission. 
     Fugate said a proposed facilities use agreement with the TCAC is very similar to the 
current agreement between the city and CAAA. 
     Two issues that Fugate mentioned that night, as well in his previous memo about the 
TCAC, are that the organization needs to provide proof that it is a non-profit 
organization by the Internal Revenue Service, and the TCAC needs to provide the city 
with proper proof of insurance. 
     Fugate reminded the five City Commission members that the city does not endorse 
the TCAC, just as it does not endorse the CAAA, as part of these conditional use permits. 
Those athletic organizations for area youths are separate and distinct from the actual 
city government, which is providing use of public park facilities in the city. 
     Until the TCAC meets its need to prove those two things – that it is nonprofit and has 
proper insurance – to the city, City Attorney Fugate recommended the City Commission 
delay approval of the conditional use permit for the TCAC. 
     The City Commission took the advice of the city attorney. The matter was placed on 
the next agenda of the Chiefland City Commission for its consideration again at that 
time. 
     In regard to another matter, City Commissioner Lance Hayes mentioned that with 
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the time change on Sunday (March 14) as clocks are moved forward one hour (Spring 
Ahead), he has heard from some residents about some streetlights. 
     “It’s going to be dark early in the morning when the kids are out waiting on the 
(school) bus,” City Commissioner Hayes said. 
     He drove through the city and found some places where the streetlights turn off after 
a period of time, rather than staying lit. 
     This is causing a concern for parents, Hayes said, adding that as a grandfather of a 
granddaughter who rides a school bus, he is concerned about children being next to 
roads when it is dark in the morning. 
     With a recommendation from City Manager Ellzey, Commissioner Hayes said he will 
give the locations of these streetlights to Deputy City Clerk Laura Cain, who will notify 
the electric companies serving the city. 
     The other members of the Chiefland City Commission in addition to Commissioner 
Hayes and Commissioner Weaver are Mayor Chris Jones and city commissioners Rollin 
Hudson and Lewrissa Mainwaring. 


