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Trip #2 – Clay Landing 
 

 
Metal detectionist Jeff M. Hardison is seen next to the Suwannee River in 
Levy County on Friday (March 26), using a metal detector to find metallic 
treasure. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff and Sharon Hardison © March 27, 2021 at 4:11 p.m. 
     LEVY COUNTY – The Hunting for Treasures along the Nature Coast series started 
Jan. 25, and this is the second hunt. The first adventure was in Citrus County. This bit of 
exploration on March 26 was in Levy County. 
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Going toward the Gulf of Mexico from Clay Landing, boaters would see a 
sign showing they can resume a safe speed. The water level was still a bit 
high Friday and there was debris seen floating. Sometimes, when there has 
been a lot of rain, boaters need to take even more care than normal. 
 
     This series will include stories and photos from treasures found along the Nature 
Coast. 
     The Nature Coast is an informal, unofficial region of Florida, which includes eight 
counties next to the Gulf of Mexico -- Wakulla, Jefferson, Taylor, Dixie, Levy, Citrus, 
Hernando and Pasco counties. 
     Dixie and Levy counties are right in the middle of this set. Given that Gilchrist County 
is Nature Coast-adjacent, there is the potential of some hunting and finding of treasures 
from there as well. 
     While “Nature Coast” is defined above, “Hunting” is the activity of looking to find 
something. “Treasures” from this series’ perspective is subjective. Each story, photo and 
video related to hunting for treasures will reflect the success rate of finding treasures. 
     Treasures can include gold, silver, copper, jewels and the like, as well as locating and 
uncovering wonderful places to visit for dining, entertainment and other forms of 
enjoyment. 
     Given the particular treasure hunters involved in the venture, there are strong odds of 
a 100 percent success rate in finding treasure on every hunt. The series is not daily, 
weekly or monthly. It just happens when it happens – like here and now, the second. 
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Metal detectionist Jeff M. Hardison reaches the detector up to a hanging 
fishing lure that was tangled in a tree. The detecting machine proved it was 
metal. This treasure was left hanging for some other person to harvest. 
 

 
A metal bottle cap is detected by Sharon Hardison seeing it. This treasure 
was collected. A different bit of metal, though, a crushed beer can that was 
in the lime rock roadway in Clay Landing Boat Ramp Park, was placed in 
one of the two garbage receptacles at the park. Barefoot children were seen 
scampering next to the riverbank, close to where this sharp-ended bottlecap 
was harvested. 
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Small beautiful blue flowers are seen near a cedar key trunk. Not all 
treasures are metal. 
 
 
Metal 
detectionist Jeff 
M. Hardison digs 
a couple of 
inches to find 
what may be an 
ancient artifact 
of a long-lost 
civilization. 
While the first-
glance of the 
object seemed to 
indicate that is 
the case, rinsing 
it with water and 
looking at it 
again, this metal 
proved to be the 
metal edge of a hose that was crushed by tires or something else. 
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Metal detectionist Jeff M. Hardison Jeff M. Hardison holds a Bud Light 
bottlecap that was unearthed at Clay Landing in Levy County on Friday 
afternoon (March 26). 
 

 
Metal detectionist Jeff M. Hardison holds a lump of some sort of metal that 
has no characteristics to say what kind of metal it is or from whence it 
came. 
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Metal detectionist Jeff M. Hardison holds the metal end of a hose that has 
been crushed. This man has several hats. The one he wore on this adventure 
is from Excavation & Demolition Specialist of Quitman, Georgia. He was 
given this cap while covering a story in Lake City (Columbia County) more 
than a dozen years ago when he worked for a daily newspaper. 

Here is 
the take 
of the day, 
where a 
relatively 
short 
amount of 
time was 
spent 
eating 
lunch and 
seeking 
treasure 
at Clay 
Landing, 
beyond 
the 
ambiance 
of being 

riverside on a spring afternoon. The Bud Light cap (upper left) was 
unearthed after being detected by a metal detector. The Seagram’s bottlecap 
was on the surface of the ground. The two hunks of metal in the middle are 
of an unknown metal and could be anything. The bottom artifact, which 
resembles an ancient coin is really the crushed metal end of a garden hose. 


