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TAN movement starts to save Florida 

tourism from legislators 

By Jeff M. Hardison © March 26, 2021 at 11:11 a.m. 

     TALLAHASSEE – Levy County Commission Chairman John Meeks for the past four weeks 

or so has advised voters to contact State Sen. Jennifer Bradley (R-Fleming Island, Dist. 5) to 

advise about the inherent danger of doing away with regional planning councils in Florida. 

     More recently, a call to arms has been issued about another state matter. 

     This time, the alert to constituents comes from Destinations Florida Deputy Executive 

Director Suzanne Hurst, as well as from Levy County Visitors Bureau Executive Director Tisha 

Whitehurst. 

     The alert is to “Take Action Now” (TAN) to contact various Florida legislators to save Florida 

tourism. 

     The TAN movement seeks to stop the Florida Legislature from being able to cause local 

governments to divert revenue generated by tourists staying at resorts, hotels, RV parks and the 

like. The diversion would take those funds from marketing Florida and the various attractions in 

counties – such as the springs in Gilchrist County – to be used for other things, such as flood 

management. 

     The Florida House of Representatives and the Florida Senate bills relate to Tourist and 

Convention Development Taxes. 

     These bills propose to removes “… provisions which require county or subcounty special 

taxing district to receive extraordinary vote of governing board for certain purposes; specifies 

that tourist development taxes are imposed by ordinance subject to referendum approval; 

specifies date in which ordinance imposed tourist development taxes become effective; 

authorizes counties to impose tourist development & district convention development taxes to 

finance flood mitigation projects or improvements; requires future ordinances levying 

convention development taxes to be approved in referendum; provides special taxing district 

may not increase tax without approval in referendum.” 

     The effective date, if adopted, would be the start if the state’s next fiscal year July 1 of this 

year. 

     The most recent action on the bill was yesterday (Thursday, March 25), when it was added to 

State Affairs Committee agenda. 

     According to a March 25 analysis in the Florida House of Representatives, “The Local Option 

Tourist Development Act authorizes counties to levy five separate taxes on transient rental 

transactions (tourist development taxes or TDTs). Depending on a county’s eligibility to levy 

such taxes, the maximum tax rate varies from 3 percent to 6 percent. 

     “Current law authorizes counties to levy and spend local option TDTs as a mechanism for 

funding a variety of tourist-related uses and only requires a referendum for one of these taxes. 

The other four can be imposed through local ordinances enacted by governing bodies. Certain 

counties or sub-parts of counties are authorized to levy convention development taxes (CDTs) 

on transient rental transactions. Depending on a jurisdiction’s ability to levy such taxes, the 

maximum tax rate varies from a minimum of 1 percent to a maximum of 3 percent. CDTs are 

adopted by local ordinances,” the analysts noted. 

     The bill authorizes all TDT or CDT revenue to be used to finance flood mitigation projects or 

improvements, according to the analysis. 

     “The Revenue Estimating Conference has not reviewed the bill for potential revenue 
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impacts,” that analysis concluded. 

     Information about the Senate Bill is 

at https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2021/1429. 

     The Take Action Now (TAN) movement includes template messages that can be sent to all 

Florida legislators. 

     One version of a message is “Be the hero your communities need by not hearing SB 2008 and 

stopping local governments from sweeping funds away from tourism development. It’s how we 

bring the visitors to our state who pay for services such as public safety, infrastructure & 

education.” 

     Another TAN message is “Now is not the time to further harm FL’s tourism industry by 

letting local governments sweep Tourist Development Taxes. Those taxes are needed for tourism 

promotion efforts that will bring visitors back to the state and help FL’s economy recover.” 

     The specific Florida Senate members listed for these messages are: Senate President Wilton 

Simpson (R-Spring Hill, Dist. 10); President Pro Tempore Aaron Bean (R-Jacksonville, Dist. 4); 

Majority Leader Sen. Debbie Mayfield (R-Melbourne, Dist. 17); Sen. Kathleen Passidomo (R-

Naples, Dist. 28); Sen. Kelli Stargel (R-Lakeland, Dist. 22); Chair of the Community Affairs 

Committee Sen. Jennifer Bradley (R-Fleming Island, Dist. 5); Vice Chair of the Community 

Affairs Committee Sen. Ileana Garcia (R-Miami, Dist. 37); Sen. Dennis Baxley (R-Lady Lake, 

Dist. 12); Sen. Jason Brodeur (R-Lake Mary, Dist. 9); Sen. Janet Cruz (D-Tampa, Dist. 18); Sen. 

Ed Hooper (R-Palm Harbor, Dist. 16); Sen. Travis Hutson (R-Palm Coast, Dist. 7); Sen. Tina 

Polsky (D-Boca Raton, Dist. 29); and Minority (Democratic) Leader Pro Tempore Sen. Bobby 

Powell (D-West Palm Beach, Dist. 30). 

     “Now is the time to share our concerns about SB 2008, the companion bill to HB 1429, and 

ensure members of the (Florida state) Senate understand that diverting money away from local 

tourism promotion efforts is the wrong move for Florida’s economic recovery,” Destinations 

Florida Deputy Executive Director Suzanne Hurst noted in an email that was forwarded by Levy 

County TDC Executive Director Tisha Whitehurst to the Withlacoochee Gulf Area Chamber of 

Commerce, which was shared with WGA Chamber members. 

     Hurst also noted “Let’s stop this bill in its tracks.” 

     She asks all Floridians to reach out to the Senate Community Affairs Committee to ask them 

NOT to hear this bill. 

     “In addition to sharing these messages through your own communications channels,” Hurst 

noted, “please share these tools with any other organizations that benefit from Tourist 

Development Taxes. They, too, would be negatively impacted and could lose funding if this 

legislation is ultimately passed by both chambers.” 

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2021/1429

