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Interim Chiefland city manager appointed 

 
Outgoing Chiefland City Manager Mary Ellzey (left) speaks to the City Commission 

as Chiefland Deputy Clerk and interim city manager appointee Laura Cain takes 

notes Monday night (March 22). 

 

Story and Photos 

By Jeff M. Hardison © March 24, 2021 at 7:11 a.m. 

     CHIEFLAND – By a 5-0 vote Monday night (March 22), Deputy City Clerk Laura Cain was 

named as the interim city manager for Chiefland effective with the retirement of City Manager 

Mary Ellzey at the end of March. 

 

 
Members of the Chiefland City Commission seen in action Monday night (March 

22) are (from left) James Rollin Hudson Jr., Lance Hayes, John Christopher 

‘Chris’ Jones, Lewrissa ‘Rissa’ Mainwaring and Robert Norman ‘Norm” Weaver. 
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Attorney Woodroe Blake Fugate of Williston substitutes for his father Chiefland 

City Attorney Norm D. Fugate. The younger Mr. Fugate provided some advice 

regarding a variance request during the meeting of the same five elected people as 

they sat as the Chiefland Board of Adjustment. 

 

 
Mayor Chris Jones abstains from voting on a couple of matters related to the Tri-

County Athletic Commission. 
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Chiefland City Manager Mary Ellzey holds the plaque for her 38 years of service to 

the people of Chiefland by (from left) City Commissioner Lance Hayes, City 

Commissioner Rollin Hudson, and continuing – Chiefland Mayor Chris Jones, 

Vice Mayor Norm Weaver and City Commissioner Rissa Mainwaring. 

 

 

Jimmy Ellzey 

and Mary Ellzey 

are seen after 

her plaque 

presentation. 

The couple have 

been married 

for almost 40 

years now. They 

both are 

retiring or are 

retired. Mary 

Ellzey said she 

learned from all 

of the previous 

city managers, 

when she was 

deputy city 

clerk, and from 

all of the City 

Commission 

members as a 

deputy city clerk and city manager, including past mayors who served the people. 

 

     As part of the action, Cain will be given a little more pay per the accepted and established 

practice for personnel in the employment of the city. 
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     Beyond the anticipated move to appoint Cain as the interim city manager by the City 

Commission, Mayor Chris Jones presented Ellzey with a plaque for her almost 38 years of 

service to the residents and visitors of Chiefland. Jimmy Ellzey was among the family members 

in the audience. 

     In other action by the City Commission, it approved: 

    ● A request from the Levy County Board of County Commissioners to conduct a public 

hearing at the Tommy Usher Community Center, 506 S.W. Fourth Ave. (State Road 345) in 

Chiefland, on April 13 starting at 6 p.m. Levy County Planning and Zoning Director Stacey 

Hectus said this is one of five public meetings – with one in each of the County Commission’s 

five districts to work toward significantly improving the zoning map for the county. 

     ● A request from the Tri-County Athletic Commission (TCAC) for use of the southern part of 

Trailhead Park (across Main Street from the old Chiefland Train Depot) for a gathering of 14 

businesses to sell things from under tents. This is to be April 24 from 1 to 4 p.m. The vote for 

this approval was 4-0, with Mayor Chris Jones abstaining. City Commissioner Rollin Hudson 

mentioned his belief that the city has never refused a request to use that field for festivals, 

concerts, revivals and the like. Jones filed a memorandum for his reason to not vote, even 

though he failed to publicly declare the reason during the meeting as required by state law. In 

the memorandum he completed, Jones failed to put a check mark next to any box in part A of 

the form. Rather than say he injured to any special gain or loss by voting, and hence showing an 

actual reason to abstain, Jones simply noted he does not trust “the individuals involved with the 

TCAC.”  

     ● A request from the Tri-County Athletic Commission (TCAC) for use of the Tommy Usher 

Community Center, 506 S.W. Fourth Ave. (State Road 345) in Chiefland, on April 30 from 6 to 8 

p.m. The stated purpose is to play Bingo, board games and the like. The vote for this was 3-1, 

with Commissioner Lewrissa Mainwaring voting against it and Mayor Chris Jones abstaining. In 

this instance, the city donated $135 that it would have collected from the TCAC, although the 

group will have to pay for cleanup of the community center via overtime pay for city workers. 

     In other action Monday evening, sitting as the Chiefland Board of Adjustment, the five 

elected officials granted a variance for Franklin and Sonia Weeks to place a singlewide modular 

home on lots, where a variance was required to reduce the setback from the property line. 


